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' ‘baby’ Brit takes 
on world’s best „ ^ 
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first I 








Official government fuel consumption figures in mpg (litres per 100km) for the new GLC range: urbarj 51.4(5.5), extra urban 60.1(4.7), 

road concJitlofis and other non tfotinical faoeoro. new GLC rar^ge starts frwn £34^950 on the road. Mode feslurod is a row GUC 220 d 4MATIC AMG Lfne ai £43^75 on the-road Including 
orice inc udes VAT, deiivefy, !E months' Road Bind Licence, rvymber p^3^Ie6, first roBistradon fee and fuel]. Some comdinatione of faetu/es/optiorks may not be avai able Please Wfrtact your 


Mercedes-Benz 

The best or nothing. 




^^)iTlbin0d 56*5(5.0}. CO 2 6miSSionS 129 g/km. officitl EU ri«gulsl«d tASt <fet« are prmid«j tor ooTtipariAori purpos«a ancl actual perfomnanoe « 1 depend 00 dnving atyie* j 
• opdora' driv^hg assistance ptckage at £ 1 , 695 . premium package at £ 1 . 695 . 20 * AM6 eHoy Mtieels painted titanium grey at £595 and running boards with nMm studs at £450 (on the road \ 

locat lletai^ for evtiiabi fty. Pncee correct at time of priri [\ 0/i5). 
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Official fuel consumption figures for the all-new Audi R8 Coup^ VIO range in mpg (l/lOOkm) from: Urban 16.1 (17.5) - 16.9 (16.7), Extra Urban 
30.4 (9.3) -33.6 (8.4), Combined 23.0 (12.3)- 24,8 (11.4). CO 2 emissions: 287-272g/km. 

Fuel cnnsumpt^on irvd CDi figum are obtained uoilef itandvrilud EU test conditions (Directive 9 J/116/EEO Thli alJowi a dlrisct comparison between dlf^rent manufacturer modeii hut may not represent the actual fuel asmumptlon achieved In 'real world" drhHng eonditlans. 
Optional wheaU may afftet tmlttlohs and fiial contumption flgurti More Informatloh It avalleMt on the Audi wdbslte at audl.co.uk and it dft gov uk/vea Imapts used for kbiatratlvt purpenat only. Car thown ftaturas opdonil M^ulpmant and optional Audi eacluthn pal<nt 


Porsche recommends il and ' 


If histoi 7 is any indication, you're iooking at 
the future of sports cars. 

The new 911. 

Ever ahead. 

Discover more at porsche.co.uk/911. 


Official fuel economy figures for the 911 Carrera S Coupe in mpg (l/lOOkm): urban 23.2 - 28.0 (12.2 - 10.1), extra urban 42.8 - 44.1 (6.6 - 6.4), 
combined 32.5 - 36.7 (8.7 - 7.7). CO 2 emissions: 199 - 174 g/km. The mpg and CO 2 figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated tests, 
are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 
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Live navigation 
alerts that stop 
you hitting traffic. 






All-new Hyundai Tucson 

We make it possible to change the way you drive. 


Everything about the All-Rew Tucson has been designed to make your life easier. So, whether you're trying to 
avoid the Jams at the end of the day and get home quickly, or reversing out of a tricky spot in a busy car park, 
you'll find the latest smart technology will be looking out for you. From £18,695*. Visit hyundai.cD.uk 



Fuel consumption in MPG (l/lOOkml for All-hew Tucson range: Urban 28.2 (10.0) - 52.3 (5.4), Extra Urban 43.5 
a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. Model shown: Aii-newTu«on Premium se 2.0 crdi 

With SDild paint S Y&ar Unilmited Mileage Warranty terms and exclusions apply Visit www.hyundal cd uk/owring or ask your local dealer 



A rear view camera 
that does the same. 


nEWTHinKlRG. 

HYURDHI HEW POSSIBILITIES. 


(6.5) - 67.3 (4.2), Combined 37.2 (7.6) - 6).7 (4.6), CO 2 Emissions 177 - 119g/km. These official EU test figures are to be used as 

136PS Blue Drive manual at EZ8SJ0 OTR Including White Sand m«tari[c paint at TSSS. ttie road price of applies to All flew Tucson S 1 6 GDI 132PS Blue Drive manual 
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MAN OF TODAY 

GERARD BUTLER FOR BOSS BOHLED 



BOSS 

HUGO BOSS 


#MANOFTODAY 
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Uet Kritains number-one car magazine 
every month, delivered to you as a hefty paper 
offering, an interactive app or a digital edition. 
See page 76 for more details 


The website used to be held together by sticky tape 
and hope. Now its new and shiny. Enjoy 


Watch your favourite episodes again 
and again (and again) on Dave 
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Not many industries are as driven by the 
spirit of competition as the automotive 
business. We live in a world where figures 
matter and every micron of performance 
is measured, scrutinised and benchmarked. 

This month s issue features the very best and worst of what that 
culture creates. At the positive end of the spectrum is the McLaren 
570S, which goes into battle in the sports-car heartland against 
the stiffest competition yet. Few car companies embody the 
spirit of competition and constant evolution more than McLaren. 
Competition is in its DNA, and while early 12Cs were best 
described as “variable”, the product development that has seen that 
car progress from those tentative early steps to the 675 LT has to 
be admired. Especially when you add the PI into that journey as 
a potent side project. We dispatched Ollie Marriage to the highest 
point in Portugal in McLaren s latest offering with two of its fiercest 
rivals in close formation, to see if Britain really is best, on page 90. 

At the other end of the competitive spectrum is the position 
in which the VW Group finds itself in the light of its admission to 
cheating in US emissions testing. While the headline figures are 
extraordinary, with almost nine million cars affected globally and 
speculative estimates of the costs running at around £15bn, its 
the culture that led to the scandal that is of greater concern. What 
drove people at one of the worlds most respected engineering 
entities to elect to install complex systems to cheat both the US 
authorities and their customers’ trust? Competition. Competition 
to be the biggest car company in the world, an objective rendered 
obsolete without major mass-market success in the USA. Paul 
Morrell digs into the facts as we know them on page 150. 

The scale of the fallout will become clearer in the next few 
months, as will the amount of blood on the corporate and product 
planning carpet, and we’ll continue to cover developments in the 
magazine and online at TopGear.com. But for now... 

Enjoy the issue. 



TOPGEAR 

SUPERCARS 


The best supercar stories 
from the last year gathered 
together. Available at 
selected retailers 



CHARLIE TURNER editor-in-chief 
0@TopGearEditor 



NEW CAR 
BUYERS GUIDE 

Comprehensive road tests 
for every new car on sale 
in the UK, available at 
all magazine retailers 



TOPGEAR PORTFOLID 

Available exclusively 
at WHSmith,7dpGear 
Portfolio is a collection 
of the best images 
from our archive 
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Series 7 
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Ffdm th* wtHld B No. 1 fol snovBir bfBnd* 


Does in the 
first stroke 
what others 


do in two" 
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Sebastian Vettel > 

PI World Champion -- 
2010 , 2011 * 2012 , 2013 


Bas«d on global Broun value ojiare fn electric fall afiover market from May 2013 to April 2014. 
Source: Leading market reaeorch iratitute ** Compared to prevtoua Braun generations 


Save up to 50% off on Series 790 



dfor from 14/09/2015 lo 24/12/2015. Available at Argo§ storas. Subjod to Avaiiabilfly. 
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ISSUE 275 COVER: 

ALEX HOWE 

Many thanks to Thames 
Water for facilitating last 
month’s James Bond cover 
location. The Lee Tunnel is the 
deepest in London and a key 
part of the company’s work to 
clean up the River Thames. 


90 McLaienSJOS 

Same 5.8 twin-turbo V8, same SSG 
’box, same carbon chassis tub, £60k 
cheaper than its brother. All good 


109 


BMW M2 

Prepare to experience the fabled 
fizz - the new M2 is here, and 
its numbers definitely stack up 


96 B70S vs rivals 

Young pretender from McLaren 
meets up with Audi R8 and 
Porsche 911 for a bit of a scuffle 


122 


MX-5 vs rivals 

Mazda’s baby takes on the Fiesta 
ST on B-roads, the TT for kerb 
appeal and the GT86 on track 


104 TeriY and tlie loop 130 

Jaguar F-P^ce rrhastnr sii qf 
driving upside-doMri far Uunch / 

In Frtnkfurt ^ pull b«ck tHe curtarn / 



Defeat devices? NOx? Emissions? 
Paul Horrell delves into the 
Volkswagen scandal 



ferrarl 488 Spider 

Massively flamboyant Ferrari 
seeks fellow A-lister for a 
drive around Rimini... 





MA GA 



Test drive TopGear magazine - take out a subscription and save 48 per cent off the shop price. 

Plus receive a Micro Scalextric Fast & Furious set, worth £44.99 
Visit buysubscriptions.com/TGP1215 or call 0844 848 9757 (quoting reference TGP1215) 
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MICHELIN PILOT SPORT CUP 2, 

Approved for the PORSCHE Cayman GT4. 


When it comes to high performance, 
Porsche and Michelin share the same 
passion for perfection. So when 
the uncompromising Cayman GT4 needed 
a new level of contact with the ground, 
Porsche and Michelin worked shoulder 




to shoulder to craft, test and finally 
codevelop a truly exceptional high 
performance tyre. It's simply the latest 
chapter in more than fifty years the pair 
have spent together pursuing excellence 
on the road and in motorsport. 

No wonder that Michelin has been 
selected by Porsche as its strategic 
partner for tyres. 


MICHELIN Pilot Sport Cup 2 
the track tyre suitable for everyday 
use. Thanks to MICHELIN Total 
Performance you can enjoy high 
performance and optimal safety 
together in total confidence. 


Release your inner racer and discover the 
MICHELIN high performance tyre range at: 
www.michelin.co.uk 



MICHELIN 

Total Performance 



■ NEWS 


PLANET TOPGEAR 


■ DRIVES 


DATA 


28 Ferrari n2t[lf 

Goodbye, naturally aspirated 
Ferraris - it’s been a blast. Sniff 

32 Toyota SF-R 

Front-engined, rear-wheel-drive tiny 
sports car. And it’s green. Woop! 

34 BMWM4GTS 

Are you sitting down? Guess how much 
for the new M4 GTS... £120,000. Ouch 

36 Tesla Model X 

Fancy Falcon doors? 762bhp? Zero to 62 
in 3.2? It’s Tesla’s new seven-seat SUV... 


44 LapoElkann 

The enigmatic style icon talks to TopGear 
about global citizenship and tailoring 

50 My other oar... 

...is a BAG Mono Marine. Which fits 
perfectly in the hull of your superyacht 

56 From the archive 

The early days of Harley-Davidson are 
revealed. Spoiler alert: may contain a shed 

63 Options list 

Flat-pack DIY kart for the kids, a 
dashcam and a big, furry parka 


Driven this month. 

TovotaMiral 
Lexus GSF 
Cadillac CTS-V 
Peugeot 308 GTI 210 
Skoda OclavlavRS 230 
AudiA4Avant 
Nissan Leaf 30kWli 
Subaru Levorg 
Flange Rover by Kingsley 
CbeyroletCantaro 
FordS-Max 

Citroen 04 Grand Picasso 



I All you need to 
know about the 
best cars on sale 
today. Your car 
not there? Sell 
it, and buy one 




REGULARS 




Official fuel consumptbn for the Usw V40 T2 R-Oesign (mihual) In MPG {t/!00krn)r Urban 38J (7.3X Extra Urban 69 8 (43), Combined 5 1 4 (5,5) Emissiona 

nle(aov*Sub^to««H«>iiiiy«ipiuticip««ng<te«lMonVonveH<Mti«0almdbetiwanOVtOrtB«43V12riSAltt«twroi|h(ten»m«ritiriei««3(^ WmMfkdV 

Ktomt^nt^barequiiwf ^voCarCrs^ 1SR Vbuvdllnolownttiiv^idaunlVail p^yff u nt i if rui d i Th^«fv^»o*f«Cflorriy■pp^c lb l^ ^ vl> ^ ^« ^ p^lwd^«^lflflOf^^^^ll» pi y | )■ ^^ |o^ ^ 
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MADE M SWEDEN. TUNED FOR BRITAIN. 
THEV0IVOV4OIH)ESKN. 



British roads aio drffcrcnl from 
Swedish roads. That's why wo tested and 
lufXxJ the V40 R-Dcsign’s suspension 
here in Britain, It puts you in total controlp 
straightening oui the toughest of 
hairpin turns and laming even the 
meanest of speed bumps. 

BOOK A TEST DRtVE TODAY 

AT V0LV0CAR5.C0.IIK 

ftaisonal Contrad Purchase Roprescmtaifye 
Bcample: V40 T2 R Design Rebel Blue 


40 Monthly payments 

£209 

Cuetomer deposit 

£269 

Fmanoe deposit contrihibon £/50 

Reptesenialtve APR 

4,9% APR 

On the road price* 

£tg^6Z50 

Total amount of ciedft 

£18.84350 

Interest chaiges 

£2,71850 

Total amount payable 

£22^1 

Qptioru) final payment 

£8^50 

Duralno o( agreement (rrK>nlh6) 49 

FtKod fate of nlofcst p.eL 

252% 

Mileage per annum 

8.000 


Btcess mieage charge I4.9p per rrwte 


Available with 3 years compkiinaiaMr 
servicing when purchased on Vbiki 
Advantage Personal Contract Purchase;. 




127g/km. MPG figures are obtairred from laboratory testing intended comparisons between vehicles arHj me^not refiect real driving results FmmsxubiectfoiWu^Mii 

IhflOptinmRra F^^inflntlD«vnthQvciMc«or(ffli]ReTu'T^thei«Nc « Rjrther charges may be nisdieflubtect Tot lie condltkir or miloiga erf thovshk^ lonritirtdcxKidltmfisiyipy Afpiantirmotbe tSorcMf G4iiinnlBa/ 
whtdwardarwllHiwBWi01/10/j5and31/1?/l5 Service3mtj9tbeovr'a:fojTiiTa\^lvoAuthuilB4dRe!»)ror RolaJ offWmy EadotiaaflBBtopervlinindbuiinsHiinri SnvDivocwicaidcfarfuillifTiiiindcqrKtl^^ 





Subscfipflon offer 


% 


^ £29.99 every 15 issues by Direct Debit - 
saving 48% 

^ Receive a Micro Scalextric Fast & Furious 
set worth £44.99 

Britain’s best-selling car magazine delivered 
direct to your door 

^ Money-back guarantee - you can cancel 
at any time 

^ Unique and collectable covers - only seen 
by our subscribers 

^ Perfect Christmas gift idea - for you or 
a fellow petrolhead! 


FOR FULL DETAILS, GO TO PAGE 76 
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Bring out tfie 007 in )rou. THa CtlKaH* FhgxfiolP 
nwt iik« no razor to gel vvrKially mry hoir. 
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The Ferrari F12tdfis a 769bhpf track- 
ready^ VI 2 maniac. Nastier FI 2 loses 
11 0 kg f gains down force and carbon 


I prefer it over the original F12, but sometimes 
it looks like an Italian version of the Corvette 

Z06/ZRI 

Jo 


People said that 750bhp was way too much 
for a road car. This has more power and less 
weight. This thing will rip a hole through time. 

Rahul Nargundkar 


Agreed. Dangerously close to Corvette in 
appearance. Until you see the back. 

Justin Case Jones 

/ LOVE the FI 2. I think this thing is a little 
ugly but I could not care less. 

SgtStig 

Words fail me. Personally I can't find a flaw in 
the way it looks. Astonishing numbers as well. 

Gimazz89 


/ like it for lots of reasons, but perhaps most 
of all because it managed to get rid of the 
‘Psychotic Grinning Evil Clown' face. 

InsomniacRyan 

They took inspiration from Grand Theft Auto 
V, didn't they? 

Peterson 

OH. MY... 

Ripped 



@dannykeighobadi 

Lord almighty, 
@BBC_TopGear, 
you’ve got to at least 
warn me there... 



@mjbest 

Wondered what 
The Stig was doing 
between (i>BBC- 
TopGear shows? 
He's flying helicopters 
in Norway 



@KAPPtain_planet 

What’s he doing 
in Delaware, and in 
a Ford Fusion? 



GO ONLINE AND SUBMIT YOUR PICTURES 


I've always thought, what did they do with that limo This really is amazing. 360-degree video of the 
they made on (i>BBC-TopGear @Billy_Latham16 @BBC_TopGear track @JonathanBlench 


TWEETS & STUFF 


I need a boyfriend I can watch 
@BBC_TopGear with 
iLINDSAYISWDNKY 



A bit of an @BBC_TopGear feel 
to this one. Sack of spuds in the 
front seat, ply side panels and a 
block of metal on top! 

iCAOIMHINF 

Tm obsessed with 360-degree 
videos on Facebook. First @starwars 
and now @BBC_TopGear 
®ANDREW_CASSIDY 



Saw you at the lAA in 
Frankfurt, Germany 

®KERD489 


@BBC_TopGear produce such 
a fantastic magazine, best time 
of the month when it comes 
through my postbox! 

®LDLGEDRGE97 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 




_ REASONS TO BUV A NEW 



: SKODA FABIA . 

£500 

towards your deposit 

10% APR 

REPR^NTATIVE 

w<th Solutions Pc^nal Contract PtarV* 

I 

£99 

per month 



Visit skoda.co.uk/offers 


WHJocjuir 



murcuiT 


Car of the 
VearZOlS 


Itwarid of Uwa^reefiwnt tlweare three ofvttons; ^ own the vehicle: ihcofttorwJ Final paifinent; i) return the vehicle: SMbjcci to Fair wear and letr, charges 

or ig nfrtHe: part FKchinge iFw vehitit- 

Av.jlt:)tilf; onSakitions Pcrsorul Contract Ptm *ltii dciioslt^ from 0^30%. Tb acNfcvc the monthly paymcTt ochenhed o £1393191 deposit Is nrqnfced. Deposit shown may be 
higher thnn che mlnimiJm; a lower ckrenk vviM rosrilt in inrrrasrd mnntf^ j^rympnes^ ijased on a 12 mmteh 10,300 mill?!: prr armipn affCTrnFm. and cwr. to 

•TTiilbbllV' rhyiTf' wbject to stiitus, Tcm»& ond contldons Jpn^. Ejuras n#',igr rharries qf 1+1 p per milr ippFy. Offer avabbie »nhrn odkn^d try 3l5t December 2015 from 
fi-yticJfiijtIng lictnHcrs. Offers nS*c not ^allibk: h ton^jnctlon wtdi <riy other offer and 'rioy be varied or vdihdnjwri ac arty ilrtc. Atoifatc at dme of h^^biujilon [fO^ZOb], 
F roepost S^tOOA fhanqijl ScTvtc^ Model shown is SKODA f ablj 1 krtch Monte Carlo |j0 MPt Total OTfl prki: b Model shi>«n b not U>K 5[»:clf1i;atiioi+ 

Official fuel consumption for the Fabia I latch range In mpg (litres/lDOkm): tJrban46.3 [6.1) - 72A (3.9Jr Extra Urtian 67.3 
(<1.2) - 91.1 (3.1); CoTibined 58.9 ('1.8) - 83.1 (3.'1). COj emisitons for the Fabia range are 110 - 88 ^km. Startdard EU Test 
figures tor comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving resalts. Standard EU Test figures for comparative 
purooaeb and may not reflect real driving re&ute. 




In the lead role: John Travolta, movie legend and aviation aficionado. Guest star: the legendary North American X-15 
that smashed all speed and altitude records and opened the gateway to space. Production: Breitling, the privileged 
partner of aviation thanks to its reliable, accurate and innovative instruments - such as the famous Chronomat, 
the ultimate chronograph. Welcome to a world of legends, feats and performance. 


B R E 1 T L 1 N G . C O IVI 



WELCOME TO MY WORLD 






^ Q70 OF CONTINUOUS INSPIRATION 

X7 / W IN THE PURSUIT OF PRECISION 

A blend of vintage design and contemporary precision, the sporty and Ingenious TUDOR Heritage 
Chrono line symbolises the marriage of design and mechanical performance, in 1970, the TUDOR 
Oysterdate chronograph set a track record in watch making. 

TUDOR HERITAGE CHRONO 

Self-winding mechanical movement, waterproof to 150 m, steel case 42 mm. 

Visit tudorwatch.com and explore more. 


TUDOR 


WATCH YOUR STYLE 


EDITED BY JADK RIX 



BIG THIS MONTH 

Ferrari F12tdf 

Remove weight, add power, inorease prioe TURN OVER 
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downforce, more power, 









assist with cooling 
- and downforce 


A swansong for Ferrari s naturally 
aspirated V8, the Speciale was 
as pure as they came 


A 458 Speciale minus the pesky 
roof. Therefore noisier. 
Therefore even better 


Trio of strakes recalls 
tdf s spiritual forefather, 

1964’s275 GTB/C 


eep down, we all know the 

days of the naturally aspirated 

V12 - at least, the days of 

the naturally aspirated 

. V12 unfettered by electric 

assistance or the like - are 

... T ' ' drawing to a close. Ferrari, it seems, 
ger aerobridges v ' " t , 

isn^t prepared to let the big brute 

go but without a bang. 

This is the F12 Tour de France, a 

track-focused, road-legal upgrade of 

Maranello^s front-engined flagship, a 

berlinetta with added bite. Having driven 

the F12 on several occasions, never once 

did TopGear feel the 730bhp, 211mph 

F12 was a car in need of added bite - in 

fact, to be brutally honest, a little less 

bite might have been preferable on 

occasion. This may be why TopGear 

doesnT run a multi-billion global 

supercar company, and Ferrari does. 

The F12tdf is, in effect, a successor 

to 2010^s savage 599 GTO. It will 

officially debut at the Ferrari World 

Finals in early November, with just 799 

slated for production. We suspect theyfll 

disappear as quickly as the tdf itself. The 

6.3-litre V12 now makes 769bhp a swell 


of 39bhp courtesy of race-spec tappets 
and variable-geometry intake trumpets 
(it^s unclear whether the latter will 
throw in a blast of Dizzy Gillespie for 
good measure), all pumped through 
a faster version of Ferraries seven-speed 
double-clutch gearbox to the rear wheels. 
Peak power arrives at a lofty 8,500rpm, 
400rpm short of the V12^s red line. The 
noise should be epiphanic. 

In truth, those power stats - though 
mighty for a turbo-free engine - are 
the least of the news here. The real 
headlines are found in the F12tdPs 
aerodynamics, a department at which 
Ferrari has thrown its brightest minds 
and biggest computers in recent years. 

At 124mph (200kph), the tdf makes 
230kg of downforce, nearly double 
that of the standard F12. That^s the 
equivalent of a pair of sturdy publicans 
perched on the car^s roof, pressing it 
into the tarmac. Though without the 
associated increase in high-speed drag. 

That added downforce comes 
courtesy of a raft of aero enhancements 
- youfll spot those not-so-subtle 
'aerobridges^ aft of the front wheels. 


WORDS: SAM PHILIP 



“It’ll lap Ferrari’sFiorano test 
track In 1niin23secs, just 
ISsecs behind the LaFerrarl” 



TOUR DE WHAT? 

The F12 Tour de France isn’t named after 
Bradley Wiggins’s favourite bicycle outing, 
but for an automobile race of the same name 
held (mostly) annually between 1899 and 1986, 
From 1956 to 1964, the race was locked out by 
Ferrari, the 250 GT winning seven times, and 
the 250 GTO twice. In later years, rally 
legend Jean Ragnotti dominated 
the race in his Renault 
5 Turbo. 


Cabin contains wheel 


buttons, pedals and 
terrified driver 


along with the bigger rear wing and 
front splitter with dive planes. What 
you wonT spot is the overhaul of the 
F12^s underbody, which now employs 
three sets of GT-racing-derived strakes 
to help suck the tdf to the road. 

Ferrari proudly states the tdf marks 
“a major stylistic departure from the 
F12” and there^s little arguing with that. 
Whether it^s a departure for better or 
worse is open to debate - certainly the 
tdf’f aero additions jar a little with the 
F12^s once-subtle form, but there^s no 
question you^d move quick-sharp to 
the slow lane if it loomed into focus 
in your rear-view mirror. 

There^s added lightness too: thanks 
to liberal use of carbon fibre and a brutal 
weight-saving effort across the board, 
the F12tdf weighs in at 1,520kg, a 
significant drop of 110kg. That gives 
the tdf a power-to-weight ratio of 
480bhp per tonne, just 10 per cent 
short of the original Veyron^s figure, 
despite the absence of forced induction 
to boost power. That^s astonishing. 

All of which adds up to, as you might 
expect, some seriously sclera-revealing 
performance. The tdf will do 0-62mph 
in 2.9 seconds, which is surely getting 


pretty close to the physical limits of 
a rear-wheel-drive car on (just about) 
road-legal tyres. ItTl lap Ferraries 
Fiorano test track in Imin 23secs, 
just 1.3secs behind the mid-engined, 
electrically enhanced LaFerrari. Does 
a faster front-engined road car exist on 
the planet? TopGear is struggling to 
imagine what might outpace the F12tdf. 

That searing lap time is aided by the 
adoption of four-wheel steer, a once- 
vogueish technology now seemingly 
coming back into fashion after a couple 
of decades in the doldrums: in recent 
months, both the Porsche 911 GT3 RS 
and Audi Q7 have embraced it. At low 
speeds, the tdPs rear wheels angle 
slightly in the opposite direction to the 
fronts to narrow the turning circle, but 
at high speeds they follow the lead of 
the fronts to effectively lengthen the 
wheelbase. The result, in theory, is 
added wieldiness through slow, tight 
corners, but more stability when 
youTe battering through Eau Rouge. 

In conjunction with the tdPs wider 
front tyres, Ferrari promises the 
technology will also reduce oversteer. 
We suspect the F12tdf will still offer 
ample oversteer for those who seek it... 
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NEW PEUGEOT 308 GT 


BY PEUGEOT SPOPT 


AWARD WINNING MEETS LEGENDARY 





16L TURBOCHARGED 0-62 MPH IN TORSEN" LIMITED-SUP 
270 HP , 6 SECONDS DIFFERENTIAL 


peticeoT I \T^m. OffiddL RjelCdmuinfrtliin in MPG (l/iOdlEiT\}and COi cjmiiiioni (g/km) hirthd Jdd GH are. UrtMn M Urinn ST6{4 d]|,Ciainfajrwd4/:l (£ fi^emdCQa I39{g/kni3 

MPG ftgunMflfi Bri H — i umiar EU twt eondltiofl^ kmndi»d i p niMi fw cawpcMlftM p^i^pow* and n*au pw ^turi otV'Thtt-fBoddrtviwg uw w i M u iM ^ntomAlon «nKt dl tkiM of polng Do p«H VWtPmoMlesdkfdffiirtlwrMDnnaClfln 


NEW PEUGEOT 308 GTi 



MOTION & (EMOTION 


PEUGEOT 






Toyota m urt maka 


^ And brTfi§ h 

: to the y PL Muit 




Honda S660: mini NSX is mid- 
engined, rear-driven and turboed, 
albeit with 65bhp. As fun as it looks, 
which is quite some achievement. 


Suzuki Cappuccino: 18 months of 
negotiating got this front-engine, 
rear-driver officially imported to UK. 
Another 63bhp cult hero. 


Daihatsu Copen: second-gen model 
is also front-engined, front-driven, 
powered by a 660cc engine and 
comes with a posh folding hard-top. 


Smart Roadster: Kei-inspired but 
not from Japan. Mid-engined and 
rear-driven; perky 80bhp engine was 
undermined by a godawful auto box. 


E verybody say “Ahhhh”: it’s Toyota’s 

unfeasibly cute S-FR concept. Its name 
is a contraction of ‘Small, Front-engine, 
Rear-drive’, and so it’s no surprise to 
discover it squeezes below the GT 86. 
Which pitches it right on the MX-5’s turf. 
There is no word on its drivetrain, but rumours 
suggest a 1.5-litre four-cylinder with around 
130bhp. Sounds modest, but then so is a sub- 
tonne kerbweight. The resulting power-to-weight 
ratio wouldn’t be far off big brother 86. 

At a smidge under four metres long and with 
a pair of back seats, the S-FR isn’t quite as small as 
the dinky little Kei cars it brings to mind (below). 
But it’s certainly as brimful of character as the 
S660 and Copen; its styling could be described 
as a mash-up between Mercedes-AMG GT and 
Pikachu. Even if you’re not besotted with its 


boggle-eyed looks, you’ve got to admit it’s a damn 
sight more memorable than a Yaris. 

Roof aside, its proportions are bob on with that 
little Mazda, which is good news. Rivals for the 
world’s bestselling sports car are disappointingly 
few. Yet the official word is that S-FR production 
isn’t yet in the diary. 

One look at the plausibility of its details, 
though, makes that ‘concept’ tag seem redundant. 
We’ve a sneaking suspicion it’s been rubber- 
stamped already: Toyota may claim it’s a show 
car, but the wheels and mirrors are a sensible size, 
while the interior is laid out with dull necessities 
such as doorbins and window switches. 

Its chances of coming to the UK are another 
thing entirely, though. More should become clear 
I after the Tokyo show. We’ve got our fingers and 
I toes crossed... 


SMALL TOROUE: OTHER LITTLE BEAUTIES 


Toyota S-FR 

Front-engined, rear-drive car Ironi Tovota... sounds famiiiar? Meet GT 86's babv brother 
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TOYOTA KIKAI 


Channelling the spirit of the original Mvyvrs Martx 
(or possibly a hot rod stopped ha-lFway tbroughi 
production) is Toyota’s bug-eytd Kik*’ rancapt- 
Exposed rocker arms let you watch th# Fft»vt 
suspension doing its thing, while a f«-lh,rough panel 
in the floor lets you watch the, Bfm. road doing its 
thing. The point? To remind us of ^the appeal of the 
physical and tactile in a digital age,*’ apparently.,/ A 


TOYOTA FCV PLUS 


One day, we’ll use our cars to power tht things 
around us, says Toyota. Fill its hydrogen tank, end 
the FCV Plus’s fuel-cell stack produHOM alectrkity 
to spin the wheels. Park it up, plug it into 
an external H 2 source, and the fuel cdl ^ 
can be used as a mini powerplantfor JK 

anything you 'rke Whal^ con Fining ii 
the styling is less odd than the Mirai s. 


SUZUKI MIGHTY 
DECK 


‘Mighty’ probably Isn't th« 
first word we’d choose for 
Suzuki’s three-door. 2'*2 
Kei car. ‘Dainty’ isnearet 
the mark. But it does have 
some strong heritage 
behind it - name ly the 
Mighty Boy pickup from 
the Eighties - so therei 
production hope for this 
3cyl petrol-electric hybrid. 
By the way, if you’re 
Googling ‘Mighty Boy’, 
please don’t do so on 
your work laptop. 


NISSAN TEATRO 
FORDAYZ 


And the award for the most irrelevarrt name goes to... 
Nissan! The TFD is its answer to an entire generation 
more interested in posting selfies on FaceyB than 
buying a car. Small and battery-powered, much like 
their beloved smartphones, it lets occupants “express 
themselves ” on screens attached to the front bumper 
and side sills, while the interior is basically a big screen. 


HONDA WANDER STAND 
& WANDER WALKER 


When the human race finally becomes too lazy to u.^ 
its legs, Honda is poised to cash in. It has released 
precious little information about the pair of concepti. 
you see here, but, really, how much do you need 
to know? One is a futuristic mobility scooter for 
tech-savvy OAPs; the other, a two-seater pod that 
makes the G-Wiz look like the epitome of cool. 


THIS MONTH’S 
IMPORTANT NEWS, 
IN BITE-SIZED MORSELS 


McLaren 650S 


CanAm goes retro 

It’s not like McLaren has much going 
on, so to pass the time it’s dreamt up 
a 650S Spider special edition tribute 
to Seventies Can-Am racers. Only 
50 will be built, smothered in carbon 
and costing £255,000 a piece. 


Aston goes electric 
with RapidE concept 

This is the RapidE concept, a 
550bhp RWD all-electric concept 
that points towards a production car in 
two years. In its most potent form, said 
production car could have 1,000bhp 
and four-wheel drive. RapidE indeed. 


Porsche Macan GTS: 
a sports car on stilts 

Surprise, surprise. Porsche has 
GTS’d the Macan with a 355bhp 
3.0-litre bi-turbo V6 and a £55,188 
pricetag. Lower, stiffer suspension, 
a sports exhaust and wider tyres 
confirm it’s the helmsman’s choice. 


VW avoids diesels with 
next-gen Phaeton EV 

VW’s post-dieselgate PR machine is in 
full swing with the announcement of an 
EV version of the next-gen Phaeton. 
Aimed at the Tesla Model S, it will 
showcase future battery tech that will 
trickle down to lesser models in time. 


■ 

Excuse me, are you really talking about 
a 120-grand BMW 4-Series? 

Um, when distilled like that, yes. But we’ll 
eome baek to the priee in a bit, beeause this 
BMW M4 GTS eould well be greater than 
the sum of its parts. 

Explain. 

Yes, it’s a 4-Series. But it’s an M-Division 
4-Series; speeifieally, an M4. That’s already 
£57k worth of oversteery goodness to get us 
going. So there’s a new badge, and power. 

How much power? 

Thanks to a water-injeetion system that 
sprays direetly into the plenums of the 
manifold, the intake air is eooled and 
the twin-turbo straight-six engine ean 
run higher boost. Long story short, that 
3.0-litre sixer now makes 493bhp, over 
the standard M3’s 425bhp. 

That’s considerable. 

It is. As with any hardeore speeial edition. 




you also pay more for less. The baek seats 
have been binned, the fronts are now 
earbon-fibre buekets, and the doors are 
thinner - eomplete with interior pull- 
straps rather than normal doorhandles. 
There’s also speeifie three-way adjustable 
eoilover suspension, Miehelin Cup tyres, 
earbon-eeramie brakes, lighter alloy wheels 
and a dual-eluteh gearbox speeifieally 
tuned for the engine’s power gains. 

And yet, one hundred and twenty grand... 
There’s more still. The body features a 
new earbon front splitter, while that rear 
wing is adjustable through thre'c height i 
if you have a set of spanners lying around. 
There are LED lights front and rear, too. 

Is it fast? 

It’s half a seeond quieker to 62iiiph than 
the standard BMW M4 - registering a 
time of 3.8 seeonds - and will t<Jip ouc at 
190mph. Oh, and how about this for a 




priee puneh: BMW has eonfirmed that the 
ear will reeord a lap around the ’Ring of just 
7m 28s, whieh is a whopping 24 seeonds 
quieker than the standard BMW M4. In faet, 
if we judge the M4 GTS on lap-time ability 
alone, eonsider this: its ’Ring time is the 
same as those of a Porsehe Carrera GT and 
MeLaren MP4-12C, quieker than a Ferrari 
458 Italia’s, and is beaten by things starting 
with 'Lamborghini’ and 'Pagani’. And, um, 
'Radieal’, but that’s a different story. 

So it’s faster around the ’Ring than things 
casting much more money, is your point? 
Welh that’s one point, yes. Another is that 
just 700 M4 GTS Coupes will be built, 
with only 30 models set to hit the UK. 
Hxcltiirivity K^mes at a premium. A final 
poim is this: its predeeessor, the M3 GTS, 
^ was a sublime thing. If this M4 GTS is 
anywhere as good as that, then yes, 
it’s very mueh worth £121,770. 



£120, 000 buys you 
less. Less stuff and less 
comfort. Woop woop! 
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Panoramic windscreen = 
big sky. Perfect complement 
to big screen 


Families of six may TO 
prefer two individual 
seats in the second row 


It has doors that put a 
Lamborghini to shame 

No, Tesla hasn’t invented the world’s 
first flying SUV (although Professor’ 
Musk probably has one up his sleeve). 
Those wings’ are actually Falcon doors, 
designed for added convenience - the 
fact that they will attract more attention 
than an Aventador is just a by-product. 
The double-hinged mechanism opens up 
then out, and requires a slimline 30cm 
either side of room. Sensors will stop 
them opening if they are about to leave 
stripes on the adjacent car, plus open 
them automatically as you approach. 


Move over, XC90 - Tesla 
makes the safest SUV 

Although yet to be smashed into a 
stationary steel block surrounded 
by slo-mo cameras, Tesla is confident 
the Model X will score a five-star safety 
rating in all categories - the first SUV 
to do so. Its secrets are large crumple 
zones (there’s no unyielding engine 
block up front) and aluminium pillars 
reinforced with steel rails. Like the 
Model S, it carries a forward-facing 
camera, radar and a 360° sonar to read 
its surroundings and enable autopilot 
features as they are rolled out. 


The interior is like a 
Model S s... but bigger 

Tesla is sticking with its 
bigger-than-most-flatscreen-TVs, 
portait-orientated central touchscreen, 
eliminating all buttons except a pair of 
touchpads on the wheel. A windscreen 
that stretches over and behind the driver 
means more light inside and a better 
view of bird poo, moments before it 
lands on your recently valeted car. For 
audiophiles, a 17-speaker stereo will 
be too tempting to pass up, while lots 
of ingenious cubby holes are perfect 
for your children to hide crisps in. 


It s a breath of fresh air 

Not only is the Model X’s interior 
more airy than the Model S’s, the 
air itself is of optimum quality. 

It’s all down to a HEPA particulate 
filter, the first of its type in any car, that 
delivers “medical-grade air ” through the 
vents and into the cabin. We understand 
that doesn’t mean your car will 
constantly smell of industrial-strength 
disinfectant. Being an all-electric SUV 
with no direct tailpipe emissions, the air 
around the car will be squeaky clean, too, 
unless you’re a rush-hour commuter in 
Beijing, or anywhere near a black cab. 





MUSKQN LIFE 



f AUTONOMOUS 
UPDATE 


ELON’S BEST 
TWEETS 


“Would love to do a pickup truck. 
Something with ultra low eg for 
sports-car handling, dynamic air 
suspension and mega torque” 


“If humanity wishes to become 
a multi-planet species, then we 
must figure out how to move 
millions of people to Mars” 


“Btw, we are actually working on a 
charger that automatically moves 
out from the wall & connects like 
a solid metal snake. For realz” 


“Roadster upgrade will 
enable non-stop travel 
from LA to SF - almost 
400 mile range. Details 
tmrw. Merry Christmas!” 

“Yo, I don’t hate Apple. It s 
a great company with a lot 
of talented people. I love 
their products and Tm glad 
they’re doing an EV” 


By the time you read this, Tesla will 


have pushed the big green button on 


It s a genuine seven- 
seater, with two boots 

The benefits of not having to find 
room for a combustion engine, 
driveshafts and a bulky transmission 
are many. Top of that list are seven 
usable seats (a six-seat layout with two 
individual seats in the second row is also 
available) plus a pair of boots - one at 
the front, 911 -style, and one where you’d 
expect to find it in the rear. Roofboxes 
and bike racks are optional, and you 
can also be the greenest caravan owner 
on the block, thanks to the Model X’s 
impressive 2.5-tonne towing capacity. 


Active aero means it s 
a slippery little sucker 

In order to maximise your mileage 
between top-ups, Tesla has 
harnessed the power of air. With a 
drag coefficient of 0.24 - identical to 
the Model S’s, despite its larger front 
cross section - it’s the most slippery 
SUV on sale. Without the need for 
cooling an engine, the blanked-out front 
grille cuts through the air, while an active 
spoiler moves to a position where the 
driver can see above and below it at 
speeds of less than 45mph, and then 
squats slightly at higher speeds. 




7 It’s as fast as a 

Porsche 911 Turbo ' - 

Nope, that’s not a typo. Courtesy 
of front and rear motors, 4WD, 
7151b ft of torque and 762bhp, 
0-62mph takes 5.2 seconds. That’s 
only if you order the Ludicrous P90D, 
though - the standard P90D takes a 
sluggish 5.8. Top speed is limited to 
155mph, while the range is 250 miles 
on a single charge. Take it to the drag 
strip and, despite weighing a chunky 
2.5 tonnes, it1l crush the quarter-mile in 
11.7 seconds. Expect to pay around 
£90,000 when it arrives in early ’1 6. 


another over-the-air Model S software 
update - one that takes us tantalisingly 


close to true autonomous driving. It 
will allow the car to steer itself within a 
lane, change lanes on its own if you tap 
the indicator and maintain 'traffic 
aware' cruise. Full hands-off, put-your- 
feet-up autonomous driving is still “a 
few years away", according to Musk, 
who warned drivers to "exercise caution 
at this stage... eventually, there won't 


be wheel and pedals, you'll tell the car 
your destination, and you'll go there". 
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EV INCOMPATIBILITIES 

Different charging systems, 
different piugs...ifli never work 



Electric vehicle 
recharging point 
only 


S omewhere in the middle of nowhere, your Nissan’s petrol 
warning light eomes on. Your satnav finds a filling station, 
but it turns out it sells only petrol for BMWs. There’s 
another one a bit further down the road, but that sells 
VW petrol. The nearest plaee selling the stuff you need 
is way beyond your range. You are marooned. 

Imagine, if you ean, this world where every make of 
petrol ear uses its own unique fuel. To go further: even 
the ones that share formulations have different nozzles, 
so their pumps are ineompatible with yours. Or, even stupider, if 
the ones that use the same fuel and the same nozzle use different 
payment systems (themselves ineompatible with existing eredit 
and debit eards) so you need to subseribe to a walletful of different 
payment sehemes and apps. 

This knuekleheaded alternative universe isn’t aetually a work 
of my imagination. I’m deseribing the real dystopia of reeharging 
eleetrie ears. Now, you might have swallowed the line from eleetrie- 
vehiele enthusiasts - no, make that EV diseiples, beeause they often 
have the blazing-eyed look of fanaties - that Britain has a thriving 
network of publie reeharging points. Well, it does, but... 

Among those reeharging points, there are five different soekets 
working on several different voltages - some of them AC and others 
are DC. How many permutations is that? Further eonfusing us, 
those outlets seem to go by various aliases (JEVS is also known as 
CHAdeMO; Type 2 is Mennekes to its mates). Cumbersome and 
expensive adapter eables are available that work aeross some of 
them, but mostly that’s a blind alley unless your ear has an on-board 
eharger that ean eonvert and reetify these various eleetrieal supplies. 
Finally, most publie ehargers don’t have bank-eard readers, so you 
need to have signed up in advanee to an array of payment sehemes. 

Small wonder that eleetrie earmakers peddle the story that most 
owners 'prefer’ to reeharge only at home and work. But this surely 
isn’t a matter of real ehoiee. They avoid publie eharging beeause 
mostly publie eharging is a monumental pain in the baekside. So 
they’re effeetively denied the freedom to roam spontaneously 
and undertake long journeys like their eombustion-ear mates do. 

And beeause the ehargers are ineompatible, EVs’ real seant range 
is further eurtailed. Let’s say your ear has a nominal 100 miles. Now, 
90 miles ahead is a eharge point. But your ear ean’t use it. One that’s 


“Imagine, 
if you can, 
a world 
where every 
make of 
petrol car 
uses its own 
unique fuel” 


Run out of juice? 
Sorry, you’ll need a 
Nissan filling station 


eompatible is 110 miles away. Unreaehable. So you have to use the 
next nearest one, whieh is 50 miles away. So your 100-mile nominal 
range is slashed by half. To get a handle on this, let’s translate it baek 
into the world of petrol ears. Your petrol ear has a 300-mile range. 
Could you relax if filling stations were spaeed 250 miles apart? 

I say all this as an eleetrie-ear enthusiast. I always like them when 
I drive them. I live in Islington in London, where the authorities 
elaim to be doing all they ean to promote EV use. But I ean’t reeall a 
single time I’ve had one and not wasted ages trying - usually failing 
- to grab myself some kilowatt-hours, using up even more juiee by 
pointlessly driving around London like a desperately thirsty man 
erawling between desert mirages. 

How did this ridieulous state of affairs eome to pass? No one 
in the ear business has a satisfaetory explanation. Ford of Europe 
CEO Jim Farley is at least honest. He shrugs, looks exasperated 
and shoots me baek a one-word answer. “Pride.” He should 
know, sinee his old job involved, in part, selling plug-in Fords 
in Ameriea. He elaborates that all the ear eompanies and all the 
eharger eompanies are so blindly eonvineed that their partieular 
system is best that they ean’t entertain eo-operation. 

But Farley’s deputy, COO Barb Samardzieh, goes further. 

“We ean’t even agree on a plug. A plug! So how will we ever agree 
standards for, say, autonomous vehieles?” She reekons that if 
self-driving and platooning ears are ever to work, they’ll have to 
eommunieate with eaeh other and with eloud-based infrastrueture 
about what’s beyond their field of view. 

Sure enough, Toyota has announeed that it will be selling ears 
with this sort of eomms teeh from Japanese showrooms by the year’s 
end. Sueh is the numbskull intransigenee of the ear eompanies that 
European and US manufaeturers are busy designing a different 
system using different frequeneies. The roads will be an eleetronie 
Tower of Babel. With added erashes. 
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ONLINE GAR FINANCE 


WE SORT THE 

FINANCE 

YOU CHOOSE 

THE CAR 

Buying a new car Is axcrtlng, deciding how to pay for It Isn't - which 
ts wtiy we created Halifax Car Ran Exhm. 

Our new car finarx^ for Ha^rfax Cforrent Account customera means you 
sign Into Online Banking, use the calculator to find out how much 
you could borrow irAstantly - and then choose a plan which suits. 

Once you've applied and been accepted, welt transfer the money 
direct to the dealer* It's as easy as that 

Available to Halifax current arxxxjnt customers of at least three 
nx>ntha, registered for Online Banking aged 18+ and UK nBekjerrt 
Borrow between £3,000 - £60*000. Vehicle must be sourced 
through selected dealer. Lending subject to status. 

^ Visit haIifax.co.uk/carfinance 



the people who give you extra 


Halifax is a division of Bank of Scotiand pic. Registered in Scotland No. SC327000. Registered Office: The Mound, Edinburgh EH1 1YZ. Bank of Scotiand pic is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and 
reguiated by the Financiai Conduct Authority and the Prudentiai Reguiation Authority under registration number 169628. Ali information correct at September 2015. 



Renault CLIO RENAULTSPORT 

The road provides its destiny, f 
the track its DNA. 



After ns years in motorsport, our name is synonymous with some 
of the fastest cars on the track. Having dedicated this much time to 
tuning and tweaking FI and Formula Renault cars, it's no surprise 
our road cars are so thrilling to drive; the racetracfc&jatheir blood, 


Visit renaultsport.co.uk to find out rrtP^ 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/1 00km) for the Renault Clio Renaultsport 
emissions are 144g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. 




FORD MONDEO 

> Ford Dynamic LED Headlights 



The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results (EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008), are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual 
driving experience. 


Go Further 


ford.co.uk/mondeo 





LAPO ELKANN TALKS 
FAIRLY, POLITICS AND 
BES^OKER? 


’’Everyone 
wantN 
io move 
around 
the world 
with style” 


STORIES FROM OUR WEIRD WORLD 



MY OTHER GAR IS... p50 TOPGEAR ARCHIVE p56 

Ttie BAG Marine Edlflon. Perfect for a superyactif Tire men In a stied wire creafed Harley-Davidson 


PUB AMMO p60 

wiry you stiouldn'f driye on Pacific afolls 


OPTIONS LIST p63 

Abuild-if-vourselfcar.Foryourkids 
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THIS 

TIME 

IPS 

PERSONAL 

THE GLOBAL CITIZEN 
AND STYLE ICON IS 
BACK TO TAKE BESPOKE 
TO A NEW LEVEL 


WORDS: JASON BARLOW/ 
PHOTOGRAPHY: JOE WINDSOR-WILLIAMS 





OP 551 TV 


" Military camouflage Ferrari 458 
Italia is a very well-known car in 
Milan.^The main man on the roof 
of GIC HQ, a former flagship petrol 
station built in the Fifties ( ) and 
now set for a thorough renovation. 
gThe architect’s drawing of Lapo’s 
vision of the building.-^ Garage 
Italia Customs is due to open in time 
for Milan’s 2016 Salone del Mobile 
design fair.^ Lapo’s London tailor 
Rubinacci has created suits for him 
with the building’s graphic on the 
jacket’s lining and pocket 









business opportunity too. Automotive 
eustomisation is worth €94bn globally. 
Now look at planes, helieopters and 
boats... imagine how mueh more that adds 
to the equation. There’s a huge spaee in 
this area, and it’s also my favourite 
business. You know me - I like a 
ehallenge. Italy has potential that no 
other eountry has, and I want to leverage 
all these great people and eompanies. 

TG : Automotive tailoring and bespoke 
has become a big deal this past decade, 
especially among high-net-worth 
individuals. Why? 

LE: I think a new era of motion with 
style is emerging. Whether it’s on a 
bieyele or a jet ski, a helieopter or a boat, 
a ear or even rollerblades, everyone wants 
to move around the world with style. It 
ean be Pimp My Ride or The Fast and the 
Furious to the beautiful eafe raeers you 
have in the UK, or the fantastie things 
Singer and leon are doing in the US. 

I want to bring the Italian way of life 
into the arena of motion. 

TG : You have spoken before to us 
about your frustrations with Italy, 
in terms of government and attitude. 

Are things improving? 

LE: I push Italy, but in an international 
sense. Italy is an unbelievable eountry, 
but it needs to speak more effeetively at 
an international level, 
with that tone of voiee 
and vision. If you’re 
not international, you 
die. No business ean be 
loeal; it must be global. 

TG: OK, let’s talk 
about the big picture. 

Automated cars are 


unity. I don’t fear eompetition. Allianees 
ean often lead to better results. 

TG: Adapt to survive, in other words. 

LE: Some automotive brands have an 
unbeatable aura. But even behind all 
these magieal names, there still needs 
to be people who love them and eherish 
them, like they would their own son, not 
only leverage them or squeeze them like 
extraeting juiee from a lemon. That way 
you deerease the value of the brand, and 
hamper its potential growth. 

T G : And Volkswagen? 

LE: I believe the Volkswagen situation is 
more of an opportunity than a problem. 

A big reset button. Morals and ethies are 
key in whiehever business you are in. It 
will humble down a lot of people. Listen, 

I am not here to judge, and I know a lot 
of great people there. But humility is 
key if you want to sueeeed in life, love 
and business. 

TG: How about creating a new 
automotive brand, and actually 
building your own car? 

LE: If the opportunity arose, with the 
right people and the right teehnology 
and it was viable... why not? I have great 
admiration for Horaeio Pagani and others 
like him. I am not saying no, whieh does 
not mean I am saying yes... [smiles] 

I always want to do more and better. 


“Bosses need to open their 
minds and realise it’s no 
longer a one-man show” 


rom street level, 
there’s a hint of the 
Starship Enterprise 
about Lapo 
Elkann’s new HQ. 

A faded beauty 
from Italy’s 
post-Art Deeo Streamline Moderne era, 
this former petrol station is about to 
undergo a dramatie renovation at the 
hands of renowned Italian arehiteet 
Miehele De Lueehi. 

“It’s a landmark in Milan,” Lapo says. 
“The CEO of ENI, Enrieo Mattel, wanted 
to ereate a symbol of what a fuel station 
eould look like. It has been empty for 20 
years, whieh I thought was a disgraee.” 

When it eomes to enterprise - and 
boldly going - few ean toueh Lapo. A seion 
of the Fiat dynasty, and feted globally 
by the likes of Vogue and Vanity Fair for 
his highly personal style, Lapo is also 
an irrepressible petrolhead and born 
entrepreneur. His latest venture. Garage 
Italia Customs, has already eustomised 70 
ears - there’s a BMW 18, Alfa 4C and blue 
Abarth 595 outside - as well as various 
boats, jets and seooters. But the idea is 
bigger than that: Lapo has enlisted 
eelebrated ehef Carlo Craeeo to oversee 
the restaurant that will emerge upstairs, 
and plans to lieense GIG around the world. 

This is 21st-eentury la dolce vita. But 
as always with Lapo - a man intimately 
aequainted with the maehinations of the 
ear industry - there is mueh to diseuss. 
TopGear: Fantastic building, Lapo. 

What do you plan to do with it? 

Lapo Elkann: Throughout my career, I 
dreamed of something like Garage Italia 
Customs. We do tailoring for ears, boats, 
planes and toys for boats, representing 
the quintessenee of Italian style. My work 
at Fiat, Maserati and as a eonsultant on 
Ferrari’s Tailor-Made was vl.O or 2.0. But 
I always felt more eould be done. This is 
version 3.0 or even 4.0. 1 wanted to take 
the best people in Italy - artisans and 
eraftsmen - and ereate a family. We 
will also work with the best industrial 
partners, Pirelli, Brembo, Sabelt, Lear, 
Aleantara, to fulfil the dreams of the 
u, eonsumer. We make the impossible 
^ possible at a level of exeellenee that I 
I don’t believe anyone else ean mateh. 

§ TG: It feels like a return to Italy’s grand 
I coachbuilding tradition. 

^ LE: It’s a very modern carrozzeria. Sadly, 

° I believe Italy has lost a bit of its shine - 
S a lot of the eompanies in this spaee are 
1 German, Ameriean or British. But it’s a 


coming. Alternative 
energy is inevitable. 

Silicon Valley’s tech giants are circling. 
The fallout from the Volkswagen 
scandal is also going to have profound 
long-term effects... 

LE: We automotive guys will have the 
problem of the teehnology guys eoming 
in, with means that are far bigger than 
ours. So we have a ehoiee. They ean 
beeome an asset or a liability. They ean 
beeome friends or they ean beeome 
enemies. In Germany, Japan, Italy and 
the US - we should think very elosely 
together about what the future will be. 
The bosses need to open their minds and 
humble themselves, and understand that 
it’s no longer a one-man show, no longer 
enough simply to do a good ear. There 
needs to be far more. There needs to be 



espeeially for the motion industry. Listen, 
my great-great-grandfather’s first motto 
when he founded Fiat was terra, mare 
cielo. He was the one who started it 
all. When I think about someone, I 
always think of him, not neeessarily 
my grandfather [Gianni Agnelli] . And 
I think of Enzo Ferrari - his story was 
not all glamour, it was passion, drive, 
determination, foeus, it was love and 
suffering. Look at Pagani or Elon Musk 
- they are true visionaries. What is there 
not to love about sitting around a table 
with people like that? You ean only learn. 

I think eertain automotive eompanies 
have lost that ability. They have the 
potential to regrasp it, but they have 
to be open and willing to listen. 
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DS AUTOMOBI LES 


5 P t R I T O F 
AVANT-GARDE 

NEVER APOLOGISE FOR YOUR POWER, 

INTELLIGENCE OR EFFICIENCY. 

DS3 

WITH AWARD WINNING PURETECH TURBO 
ENGINE TECHNOLOGY 



DS prefinTbTAi. www.drlveDS.co.uk 

OPkial GcMtnment Fuel C<M)stimptlon Rgums (litres per lOOkfn/MPG] «f>d CO^ emiulcms |g/km|. F0gh«st: OS 3 Ultrs Ptestige THP 145 S&5 6-5peed manuiL 
Urban 7.1/39.8, Extra Urban 4.6/61.4, Combined S.6/50.4, 129 g/km CO,. LcMeit: DS 3 OSiyle BlueHDi 100 S&5 manial: Urban 3.8/74.3, Extra Urtwi 
3.2/88.3, CwTifeined 3.4/83.1^, S? g/km CCb- MPG ligutvi ere achieved under oBdal £U ten conditions, imerded a« e guide fiw compeiatiw purpqws onl^, and 
msf not reRect actual orKKefoad drMng conditiont. 




ILLUSTRATION: BILL McCONKEY 
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OUR MYSTERIOUS AGONY UNCLE TRIES TO SOLVE 
YOUR DILEMMAS. SORRY IE HE GETS A BIT GRUMPY 



PLANET / AST UNCLE TOPGEAR 


Dear Uncle TG 

IVe found an Audi S4 Avant for sale 
that looks great and is at a fair price. 
Trouble is, it’s in Falkirk. Do I risk a 
long trip to inspect it only to find it’s 
not as good as it looks and I come 
home empty-handed? 

Chris, Kent 

Absolutely. While you’re there could you 
get my hat back? I left it there in 1987. 

Dear Uncle TG 

The Fiat 500 Twinair. Any thoughts? 

Clare, by email 

Actually, just going back to Chris’s 
question, I wouldn’t worry about the hat. 

I think my head has grown considerably 
since then and it probably won’t fit. 

Dear Uncle TG 

Driving on the M6 toll road around 
Birmingham recently, I noticed a lot of 
people driving extremely quickly. Are 
they under the mistaken impression 
that it’s a private road and therefore 
exempt from normal road rules? 
Graham, Chichester 

Thinking on this some more, it’s entirely 
possible that the hat has a certain amount 
of give’ in the structure and might still be 
able to accommodate the increased girth 
of my skull and/or hair. Chris, if you’re still 
reading, please do retrieve the errant 
headgear during your trip to Falkirk. 

Dear Uncle TG 


What do you think of plans touted 
by the new Labour leader Jeremy 



Falkirk 



EMAIL 

US YOUR 

QUERIES 

FOR 

UNCLE 

TG... 


Corbyn to renationalise the railways? 

William, by email 

Of course, I purchased a new hat in the 
mid-Nineties and it has served me well 
ever since, rather rendering the old hat 
superfluous even if it was to be rescued 
from its Falkirkian exile. I must admit. 

I’m torn. As the hat might be too. 




from the cloakroom 


Dear Uncle TG 

Do you think the diesel emissions 
scandal will bring down Volkswagen? 

Irf, by email 

The truth is, I don’t wear a hat as much 
as I used to on account of now owning 
a car with doors and some of a roof 

Dear Uncle TG 


Please, please, please stop talking 
about hats. 

TopGear magazine, London 
Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SRi 
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ENGINE 


POWER 


TORQUE 


PRICE 


SPEC 

SHEET 


TOP SPEED 


WEIGHT 


What’s going on here? 

We already know the BAC Mono is 
resistant to various bodily leakages, 
even the worst ones, and that it’s 
impossible to fit a life-size, inflatable 
crocodile in its nose. 

How do you know? 

The interior is made from wipe- 
clean, synthetic suede usually found 
on furniture in nursing homes. The 
crocodile thing is harder to explain, 
so you’ll have to trust us. 


Why are you teiiingus this? 

Because BAC has just launched a 
Marine Edition, designed to fit in 
the cargo hold of a superyacht. This 
means it’s likely to get splashed, so the 
waterproof interior is a good thing. 

What about the orooodiie? 

Forget the crocodile. More importantly, 
the bodywork and components have a 
special salt-proof coating, and it comes 
with a humidity-controlled cocoon to 
keep it dry in the boat’s garage. 


How does it get on the boat? 

Included in the standard equipment is a 
carbon-fibre arm that fits all superyacht 
cranes, and special mounts on the 
chassis for attaching the crane cradle. 

So you just lift it aboard. 

Whateise is different? 

The price. It’s £500,000. For that, you 
do get all the goodness of a landlubbing 
Mono, including an updated 2.5-litre 
Mountune engine making 305bhp at 
the propeller. Sorry, propshaft. 










### 


MY OTHER CAB IS 

THE BAG MONO 
MARINE EOITION 


THE WORLD’S MOST SELFISH CAR TAKES TO THE SEAS 



3 . UltraLuxum CXL 

Trimaran with an on-board McLaren 


2. Sunseeker Predator 108 

With a complimentary Caterham 


RIVALS: 
SWIMMIAG 
m CASH 


1 . Strand Craft 1 22 { 

Costs £17m. Anonymous car comes free ) 


SUPERYACHTS 
WITH SUPERCARS 
FOR THE SUPERRICH 


050 DECEMBER 2015 


^ TOPGEAR.COM 


PHOTOS: MANUFACTURERS 










Luxury that never compromises safety 

With an advanced VAI system that allows drivers to track vehicle alignment and 
aerodynamic sidewalls that minimise noise and vibration levels, the ventus S1 evo^ 
delivers the promise of performance and enhanced fuel efficiency. 


HankookTyre UK Ltd, Fawsley Drive, Heartlands Business Park, Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 8UG 
Tel: +44 1327 304 100 Fax: +44 1327 304 110 


MlfHanmoK 


ha nkoolttyreaxo^u k 





A VOICE OF REASON IN THE LAND OF THE FREE 

PART 17: PRO-CAR POLITICIANS 


PLANET / ONLY IN AMERICA 


hich of the next US presidential 
candidates is the most pro car? 

Before we look at that, let’s just remind 
ourselves who the front runners are 
right now: Hillary Clinton in the blue 
eorner and Donald Trump in the red. Both of them live in 
New York, whieh has one of the lowest numbers of driving 
lieenees and ears per head of any eity in the US. So we are 
off to a poor start on both sides. But before we eondemn 
or erown them, let’s look at the evidenee. 

I’ve seen car-related stories about both of them 
recently - none of them flattering. 

Yes, neither of them has eovered themselves in 
automotive glory lately, have they? Hillary seored a few 
points by turning up at the National Automobile Dealers 
Assoeiation eonferenee in New Orleans to deliver a 
keynote to the salesmen - imagine the gold ring, diamond 
tie-pin and tasselled loafer eount in that room. But then 
she quiekly lost as many points as she gained. 

What did she say that was so bad? 

Hillary admitted that she hasn’t driven a ear for almost 
20 years. “The last time I aetually drove a ear myself 
was 1996, and I remember it very well,” she said. 
“Unfortunately so does the seeret serviee, whieh is why 
I haven’t driven sinee then.” There’s no reeord of what 
that ear was or why the journey was so memorable for 
all eoneerned. But it probably wasn’t good. 

She might regret saying that... 

She might. The last presidential hopeful to say driving 
was for other people was Mitt Romney. He got roundly 
abused for saying that, and it quite possibly started the 
rot whieh saw him miss out on a term in the White House. 
Anything that might counter that criticism? 
Admitting her first ear was a 1963 Oldsmobile Cutlass 
whieh eost just $120 is a definite points winner with her 
left-leaning party faithful. That she also regularly opened 
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the bonnet to remove the battery “taking it to my dorm 
room so that it would be warm before I put it baek in” is 
another hands-on story that will appeal to her people. 
But do US voters really care about the driving 
records of presidential candidates? 

In the simple soundbite world of US politieal reporting, 
not being able to drive a ear is immediately stretehed and 
amplified into an inability to plot a eourse for the nation. 
Whieh is surely one of the reasons why The Donald has 
made no seeret of his vast eolleetion of ears. 

Has he got anything really interesting? 

Nothing astonishing, but there is a good eross seetion of 


show and go. Other than the default Rolls-Royee 
Phantom, he also gets around in a 1956 R-R Silver Cloud. 
But he also has a Mereedes-Benz SLR MeLaren and a 
Lamborghini Diablo, whieh are both worth a eouple of 
bonus points. He reeently sold the Lambo, probably on 
the say-so of his politieal advisors, but he still hangs onto 
his Chevy Camaro paee ear from the 100th Indy 500. 

So he’s got the metal - is he a pro-car kinda guy? 

He is as long as it’s made in the US. Without any hint of 
irony from the man who mostly owns imported ears, he 
reeently rounded on Ford for wanting to build more of 
its ears in Mexieo rather than the US. If he were to do the 
unthinkable and make it all the way into the hot seat next 
year, you eould be forgiven for expeeting some kind of 
legislation to reduee this trend. 

But he’s not going to win, is he? 

Everyone thought The Donald’s eandidaey was a joke 
when he announeed he was going to run for president. 

But he’s now only just behind Hillary. There’s still a 
year to run, so plenty of time for things to ehange. 

If Hillary wins, will Bill be allowed to drive? 
Doubtful. Hillary says, if anything, his driving is worse 
than hers. Anyone eoneerned about her laek of hours 
behind the wheel should see her two-term president 
husband drive, she says. Hopefully that wasn’t a 
metaphor for something else... 

So Donald or Hillary FTW? 

Has to be a tie right now. 


w 


“Hillary says, if anything, Bill’s 
driving is worse than hers” 




THE BEST ROADS IN THE 
WORLD BROUGHT TO YOU 
IN WORDS AND PICTURES 


I APPEAR TO 
HAVE CRASHED... 

Don’t worry - sheep aren’t 
carnivorous. Dial 999. 


DREAM 

DRIVES 


WHICH BIT? 

Fronn Upper Brynannnnan 
to Llangadog 


I STILL CANT FIND IT.. 

Bash this into your satnav: 

51.868681,-3.841684 


WHEN SHOULD 
I GO? 

Anytinne. Weather is just 
as wet in July as October 


WHAT CAR 
SHOULD I TAKE? 

A Caterham 160. Fun at 
any speed. 
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£ ift MOUNTS D 

oOW ACCESSORIES 

MANAGE + SHARE 

GOPRO APP + GOPRO STUDIO 


#BEAHERO 






mid in oilier 


A MONTH OF NONSENSE 
ON ONE HANDY PAGE! 


ANY 

resemblance 

TO REAL-LIFE 

events IS 

entirely 

deliberate 
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‘Important 
engineers? 
They’ve hired 
people we’ve 
fired. We 
always jokingly 
eall Apple 
‘The Tesla 
Graveyard’.” 

Tesla-founder 
Elon Musk 
responds to claims 
that Apple is 
poaching his staff 
for its self-driving 
car project 


“I’m driving. 

I think I’m on 
a flat tyre. This 
is horrible...” 


DOUBLE-DECKER 

Jules Gounon and Jeffrey De Narda 
practise their artistic parking skills 
during a French Carrera Cup race 


Twenty-something 
Florida woman 
live-streams 
herself drink- 
driving. Viewers 
call police. Police 
track driver and 
arrest her 



FIREBUG 

Arachnophobe uses his lighter to kill a 
spider on his car while filling up with fuel. 
Manages to set petrol station alight 


POLIGEGTING 

Truck carrying millions (probably) of 
honeybees overturns in Oklahoma. 
Bees swarm attending police cars 




DIM GUM 

New checkpoint on Chinese motorway 
filters 50 lanes into just 20. The 
resulting traffic jam looks like this 


ALLATGEA 

Aussie man decides best way to evade 
pursuing police cars is by driving... 
into the ocean, before they arrest him 



“I’d get very 
elose to his 
times, if not 
do identieal 
times.” 

1992 champ Nigel 
Mansell says that, 
if he were driving 
the same car and 
given a few months 
to practise, he 
could match Lewis 
Hamilton’s lap 
times in the 
Merc FI W06 



130RON 

Ukrainian petrol station 
offers free fuel to 
women who turn up 
dressed in nothing 
but bikinis 



MERC BERKS 

To the ire of other 
motorists, two Merc 
drivers block underpass 
for 40 minutes in right- 
of-way stand-off 



KEYLESS ENTRY 

Burglars steal 148 
sets of keys from 
Manchester car dealer. 
Dealer pays £60k to 
have all locks changed 

DOGGONE 

Drunk Florida driver 
flees cops, crashes, 
claims his dog was 
driving. No dog is 
found at the scene 



STAR IN AN 
UNRJRASONABIjY 
PRICED 0%R 


This month: 

Pope Francis 

Car: Fiat 500L 
Verdict: Ever modest - 
he once owned a Renault 
4 - the Pope shunned the 
familiar Popemobile on 
a recent US trip for the 
comfy rear seat of a Fiat 
500L. Bold, Pope. Bold. 
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FIND THE 


rHRILLS 

DISCOVER THE MOST POWERFUL, EXOTIC 
AND EXTREME CARS IN THE WORLD 



14-17^" JANUARY 2016 



y NEC BIRMINGHAM 

/ 


PERFORMANCE 

CAR SHOW 


tin 


BOOK NOW 

PERFORMANCECARSHOW.COM 
0844 581 1419 
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TO BUILD A HUGE BRAND, YOU 
NEED A VISION... ANDASHED 

WORDS: DAN READ IMAGES: HARLEY- DAVIDSON ARCHIVES 



1. WH0 

Harley & Davidson 

2. WHAT 

A shed 

3. WHERE 

Wisconsin, USA 

4. WHBI 

1905 



f you were to eompile 
a list of history’s most 
important sheds, it 
would be very short. 

But in the number one 
spot would be this one, a 10ft by 15ft 
wooden shaek built sometime around 
1903 in Milwaukee, Wiseonsin. 

Inside were two men, William S. 
Harley and his mate Arthur Davidson. 
Two years earlier, Harley had invented an 
engine small enough to fit inside a bieyele 
frame. Unfortunately it was woefully 
underpowered and so, in that very shed, 
they began working on a beefier version. 

What they ereated was Serial Number 
One, the first motoreyele to wear the 

Harley-Davidson name. They sold it to a man ealled Henry and eraeked on with 
more. Soon there were dealerships, then a small faetory and - in 1909 - the first 
V-twin with enough grunt to earry even the most well-fed Ameriean. 

The eompany weathered World War One, just about seraped through the 
Great Depression, and moved into bigger and better buildings. The story goes 
that the original shed was dismantled and stored in the eorner of a faetory, 
until one day a tidy-minded worker threw the whole lot away during a elean-up. 

Should you feel like it, you ean visit a repliea of the shaek at Southside Harley- 
Davidson in IncUanspolis. Although nobody knows what it really looked like 
inside, Dor preelBely where it was built, beeause the whole neighbourhood is 
now underneath a csr park owned by the Miller Brewery. God bless Ameriea. 


HEXT MOUTH A HISTOHY OF BHEATHAIYSEHS 
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THIS MONTH’S TOP LOT 


Renault 5 Turbo 2 


Engine 1400cc4cyl 
Yea 1984 
When: 14 November, 
Silverstone Auctions 
Estimate £45k-£55k 


Its creation spurred by Lancia’s 
all-conquering Stratos of the mid- 
Seventies, the Renault 5 Turbo 
made production in 1980. It had 
a familiar engine, the 1.4-litre from 
the 5 Alpine - or Gordini as it was 
known in the UK - but boosted up 
to 162bhp from just 93bhp. And 
that engine was most certainly not in 
a familiar place. It sat in the middle, 
driving the rear wheels instead of the 
fronts. Built for rallying, the 5 Turbo 
had some success. Yet even though 
it was boosted up to some 350bhp 
with the arrival of Group B, the lack 
of AWD put paid to Renault’s 
lofty aspirations. 

There’s something quite excellent 
about a humble French hatchback 
with steroidal bodywork and an 
engine where you’d normally find 
brie and baguettes. This one is 
mechanically sound but a bit rough 
around the edges. But we still would. 






BREMONT//-IAGUAR 



ANY RESEMBLANCE TO THE DASHBOARD OF 
THE E-TYPE JAGUAR IS PURELY INTENTIONAL. 

Enzo Ferrari called it the most beautiful car in the world. Now two new watches pay 
homage to Malcolm Sayers ground-breaking design. The Bremont MKI and MKII have 
been developed in partnership with Jaguar. The dials are inspired by the E-Types 
tachometer and the winding weight is based on the car’s iconic steering wheel. You 
may never own the car, but the MKI and the MKII might just be the next best thing. 


BREMONT 


CHRONOMETERS 




SIMPLY CLEVER 


TRAVEL IN STYLE. TRAVEL IN SPACE. 

THE NEW.SKODA SUPERB 


With Its dynamic exterior design and a luxurious and spacious interior, 
travelling in space has never been so stylish. . 



r 


skoda.co.uk 


Model shown Is Superb hatch L&K 2.0TD1 150PS AT £28,740 with optional 13* Phoenix Anthracite alloy wheels at £650, inetallic paint at £650. front and 
fear parking sensors at £3SQ atid sunroof at £65Q. *Lower fuel tonsumptldn is in comparison to previous model. Information correct at time of print. 



Official fuel consumption In mpg (lltres/lOOkm) for the SKODA Superb Range: Urban 31.4 {9.0} 
- 62.8 (4.5), Extra Urban 45.6 (6.2) - 76.4 (3.7), Combined 39.2 (7.2) - 70.6 (4.0). CO; emissions for 
the Skoda Superb Range: 164 -I05g/km. Standard EU Test figures for comparative purposes 
and may not reflect real driving results. 
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THE TG RANDOM 
NUMBER GENERATOR! 



Jobs created by the UK automotive 
sector this year 



1. Eritrea 

48.4 


S«8m 


2. Cook Islands 

45 

3. Egypt 

41.6 

4. Libya 

40.5 

5. Afghanistan 

39.0 

6. Iraq 

38.1 

7. Niger 

37.7 

8. Angola 

37.7 

9. UAE 

37.1 


10. The Gambia 

36.6 


British drivers overcharged by 
insurance firms, for declaring 
expired penalty points 



million 


Awarded to Scottish 
companies making biofuel 
from whisky waste 


132499 

Speeders caught by cameras 
on the Ml between J15 
and J19 last year 



For many years, it ^as believed a blue whlU^s heart was 
about the same size as a Volkswagen Beetle.iBut then one 
washed up in Canada, and its heart was extracted and 
measured. Turns out it was only the size of a uirground 
bumper car, although there could be bigger ejjmples out 
there. So that clears that up. ’ i 


LAND OF THE FREE* 


O In the state of Tennessee, it is illegal to drive a car while 
asleep. So that rules out any dream drives in the area. 



*Unless you drive naked on Long Island, in which 
case you will probably be cuffed 


In Oregon and New Jersey, it is illegal to pump your own 
fuel. Instead, a forecourt attendant must do it for you. 


In Minnetonka, Minnesota, it is illegal for your tyres to leave 
“mud, dirt or sticky substances” on the road. 


In Sag Harbor, New York, it is illegal to drive with 
clothes off Presumably its OK in Pert Bay. 



(*INCLUDING THE REALLY COLD BITS 
WHERE YOU GET FROSTBITE) 


BOOKS 


>mHbuse 


TiliS 

Inpllllllllf 




TOPGEAR: PREVENTING DISAPPOINTING PRESENTS SINCE 2015 



INFENTO RIDES 


V Yeah, it’s still November, but you’ll thank 
us when Santa wedges this down the 
chimney. It’s a flat-pack, DIY vehicle-set 
for kids, which can be assembled in 11 different 
configurations. From the kit of parts, you can build 
bikes, trikes, scooters and even winter-ready sleds if 
you spec the snow pack, which replaces wheels with 
skis. The only tool you’ll need is an Allen key, so it’s 
a safe bet for ambitious junior mechanics, and for 
rubbish old ones. Originally a Kickstarter project, it’s 
now taking orders and ships globally. From $299 
(plus shipping); infentorides.com 
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TAMIYA MONSTER BEETLE 

^ Children of the Eighties! Remember this? 

^ Originally released in ’86, the chunky-tyred 
(but 2WD) Monster Beetle became an r/c classic, 
and now it’s back, largely unchanged but with a 
few upgrades including new driveshafts and an 
electronic speed controller. £130; hobbyco.net 


GARMIN DASHCAH 35 


^ Not only do dashcams capture everyday 
^ events such as incoming meteors and 
Taiwanese mudslides, they’re also quite good at 
filming all sorts of traffic dramas. This one even 
comes with a collision-warning system, so it’s talking 
itself out of a job. £159.99; buy.garmm.com 


LEGO TECHNIC MERCEDES AROCS 

^ The full-size Arocs is a proper slogger, of 
^ which this two-in-one Lego version does a 
pretty good impression. New pneumatics control the 
crane arm, grabber, outriggers and tipper body, and 
the cab even tilts to reveal a six-cylinder engine with 
moving pistons. £169.99; shop.lego.com 
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“Inspired by the past... 
Reinvented for you” 


CONTINUE THE TRADITION 


DISCOVER THE STORY OF HENRY EONDON 

WWVt'HENRY-LONDON.COM 










^ Back in the day, Stowa was one of five 
^ suppliers of the German Luftwaffes sturdy 
standard-issue B-Uhr pilots watch. This is the 
second-gen of the modern version - it’s grown 
since last year, and gained better waterproofing 
and shock resistance. €1,270; stowa.de 


^ Grand Seiko is the Lexus of the watch world 
^ - a reassuringly posh arm of a Japanese 

brand, known for its beautifully built pieces such 
as this GMT chronograph with its best-of-both- 
worlds quartz/mechanical movement and titanium/ 
ceramic case. £7,700 approx; seiko.co.uk 


RAYMOND WEIL MAESTRO 
FRANK SINATRA 


Its unlikely that Sinatra actually wore a 
^ Raymond Weil - the company was only 
founded in 1976 - but you can imagine him with 
this simple, dressy piece on his wrist, hand on wheel, 
tie loosened, on a desert blast to a Vegas afterparty. 
£975; raymond-weil.com 


STOWA FLIEGER KLASSIK 
SPORT 43MM 


GRAND SEIKO SPRING DRIVE 
CHRONOGRAPH GMT 


Classic 


Eau Rouge - the fast, downhill kink at Spa - 
is probably the best-known stretch of track in 
the world, and yet it isn’t called Eau Rouge at all. 

As any Belgian tarmac enthusiast will tell you, it’s 
actually called Raidillon, and Eau Rouge is the river 
that runs beneath it (although nowadays, Eau Rouge 
is technically recognised as the kink before the kink). 
You can bore people with this fact while flashing your 
watch of the same name. Raidillon, that is, not Eau 
Rouge. Clear? It’s made, unsurprisingly, by a Belgian 
company, but uses the same Swiss automatic 
movement you’ll find in many mid-range mechanical 
watches. The range includes all sorts of motorsporty 
influences, from racing stripes to chronographs and 
tachymeters. €1,750; raidillon-watches.com 
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t-lab 


experimental 



W 

^ # t-shirts for men of adventure -> i www.t-lab.eu 

w ' 


Inspired by cars, sport, ski, snow, surf, music - all the good stuff. To see the full range visit www.t-lab.eu 
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1. Shearling lined wax parka. From Arctic explorers to the Gallagher brothers via Sixties mods, the classic fishtail parka is still going strong today. This one is 
waterproof with a snorkel hood and removable faux fur, £250; fredperry.com 2. Ecru chunky roll-neck jumper. If you are a weathered Hebridean fisherman, 
you will already have some chunky knitwear. For the rest of us, this one should do the job nicely - and it meets the approval of seasonal fashion police. £40; 
riverisland.com 3. Sandqvist Jordan bag. A waxed canvas - and therefore showerproof - weekend bag, with brown leather trim and handles. Also comes 
with removable shoulder strap. €259; sandqvist.net 4. Adidas Boost Urban Hiker Climawarm boots. With slightly springy ‘boost’ technology, and soles 
made with Continental Tyres rubber, so they should give you decent grip on slippery autumnal pavements. £120; adidas.co.uk 
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"The process of changing oil hasn't really 

changed since the dawn of motor cars,” says Nexcel 
Chief Engineer Oliver Taylor. “It’s basically the same 
today as it was for the Ford Model T. You unscrew 
the sump plug, all the hot oil spurts out, and you 
have to catch it in a pan. It’s not particularly safe, not 
particularly clean, not particularly efficient.” 

Cars, of course, have moved on a little since the 
Model T of 1908. And at the top of the automotive 
evolutionary tree in 2015 lurks the Aston Martin 
Vulcan, the most extreme Aston Martin ever: a 
track-only, carbon fibre-clad hypercar armed with a 
screaming 820bhp VI2. Just 24 will be built. 

A car that redefines the boundaries of possibility 
needs an oil system that does the same. Enter Nexcel, 
Castrol’s revolutionary new lubrication system, and 
probably the biggest paradigm leap in car oil since, 
well, ever. An ‘oil change in a box’, Nexcel's self- 
contained, sealed unit contains both oil and oil filter, 
making slow, mucky oil changes a thing of the past. 

To change the Aston Martin Vulcan’s oil and 
oil filter, you simply unplug the Nexcel unit from 
the top of the engine, and plug in a fresh unit. No 


mess, no tools, no waste. Total change time? A mere 
90 seconds, against the 20 minutes or so it takes a 
skilled technician to perform a traditional change of 
oil and filter. In racing terms, that’s several lifetimes. 

So why launch Nexcel in a car as intense and 
demanding as the Aston Martin Vulcan? Exactly 
because it’s so intense and demanding, says Taylor. 
“Vulcan is a very extreme application, with very high 
oil flow rates,” he explains. “It’s a very stiff car, with a 
lot of vibrations through the oil system. Because it’s 
a track car, you have to prepare for it being pushed to 
the limit in extreme conditions, and we have. We've 
successfully simulated crash tests up to 25g.” 

But Nexcel will reach far beyond track-only 
hyper-Aston Martins. “Almost every new car could 
have a Nexcel system,” reckons Taylor, with the 



technology expected to find its way into road cars 
in the next five to ten years. Castrol has test-fitted 
prototype Nexcel systems into almost every size of 
modern vehicle, right down to the smallest city cars. 

Nexcel benefits sustainability, too. Globally, only 
75 per cent of used oil is recycled [Kline, 2009] - 
and because of the variable quality of that recovered 
oil, the lubricant returned is of low grade, or simply 
incinerated. Nexcel changes all that. After use, every 
unit will be collected and returned to Nexcel. After 
every drop of oil has been recovered, the units are 
cleaned, fitted with fresh filters and dispatched back 
into duty. Because the team know exactly what the 
used oil is, and what it’s been up to, it can be re- 
refined back to ‘virgin quality' stock. 

Nexcel's makers are aiming to reduce tailpipe 
C02 emissions in future road cars by providing just 
the right oil in just the right quantity for any engine. 
With Nexcel tech enabling a new generation of even 
more precise lubricants, this benefit can only grow. 

“It’s about innovation, about pushing the 
boundaries,” says Taylor. If Nexcel can do it for the 
Aston Martin Vulcan, it can do it anywhere. 





BCastml 


Time taken to perform 
a complete change 
of oil and filter 
with Nexcel 


Time currently 
taken for a skilled 
technician to change 
oil and filter 


The Aston Martin 
Vulcan’s Nexcel 
unit holds around 
ten litres of oil 


Tested oil flow rate of the 
Nexcel system, 10 to 20 
times that of a normal 
passenger car 


Force of the crash test 
performed on the Nexcel 
unit. It remained safe 
and sealed 


WE ASK ASTON MARTIN WORKS DRIVER 
DARREN TURNER 


"It’s not in the same sphere as a road car. Even experienced 
racers are blown away by the Vulcan’s performance. The aero 
and the slick tyres are the biggest difference, and of course the 
power. It feels like a GTS racer - actually, it’s faster than a GTS 
racer - but it has a real Aston feel. It’s refined and gives you 
confidence. You need that when you’re pushing the limits..." 


Any questions about Nexcel? Check out @Nexcel on Twitter and ask away 
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THE RACING LINE 



C7 RAPIDE CHRONOMETER - LIMITED EDITION 

Made in Switzerland / Worldwide limited edition of only 500 pieees / 
ETA 25 1.264 COSC with 1/lOths second split-timing / 42mm marine-grade, 
stainless steel ease with aluminium taehymeter bezel / Anti-reflective 
sapphire crystal / Premium quality Italian leather strap and Bader deployment 

SWISS MOVEMENT ChrWARD - - " - 

LONDON 


EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE AT christopherward.co.uk 



EDITED BY OLLIE MARRIAGE 



AUDIA4 SUBARULEVORG RANGE ROVER BY KINGSLEY CHEVROLET GAMARO 

Straiglitforward estate takes on its German rivals . FiretlienamingtIept.ButwIiatabouttliecar? i Old shape meets modern tecli. Yes, please . Lastoftltedigtlireemusclecarsgetsmadeover 
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D he future has arrived. 

Quite literally, in faet, 
beeause this is the 
Toyota Mirai, and 'Mirai’ 
translates as ‘future’ 
in Japanese. Beneath its eonventional 
four-door family saloon elothes it’s quite 
the trailblazer - a hydrogen-fuel-eell- 
powered mass-produetion ear that paves 
the way for a zero-emissions, hydrogen- 
energy-based soeiety. Sorry if you were 
expeeting hovering bubble ears and tin- 
foil boiler suits. 

It’s not the very first, of eourse - there’s 
already a £53k Hyundai ix35 Fuel Cell on 
sale - but it still represents a sizeable wager 
from Toyota. There are just three filling 


stations in the UK eapable of delivering 
hydrogen at the requisite 700bar - in 
Heathrow, Hendon and Swindon. By early 
2016 there will be three more (two in the 
London area, another in Sheffield), and 
16 dotted around by the end of 2016. 

The long-term goal is 65 by 2020. 

As usual, it’s the Germans who have 
got their aet together the quiekest with 50 
stations by 2016, and 400 planned by 2023. 
Still, it’s a surprise to find myself standing 
in the driving rain at a filling station 
stunned by the familiarity of it all. 

Filling up the Mirai’s twin earbon-fibre 
tanks with 5kg of eompressed hydrogen is 
exaetly like filling up with unleaded - it 
takes three minutes and unloeks a range of 



SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Some say a screen for 
the climate control is 
overkill. We disagree 



Electric motor and 
control electronics 
live under the bonnet 


Accumulated water 
released on demand 
or automatically 


about 340 miles. That’s further between 
fill-ups than a Tesla Model S and quieker 
too - even using a Tesla Supereharger point 
requires 30 minutes to eharge up just 80 
per eent of its battery. 

And it’s that sense of unexpeeted 
normality that infuses throughout the 
whole ear. It behaves just like any other 
large EV - and a well-resolved one at that. 
The big differenee here is that instead of 
extraeting your eleetrieity from the grid, 
you have a mini hydrogen-powered fuel 
station on board. 

The fuel-eell staek (now 43 per eent 
smaller, 48 per eent lighter and 26 per eent 
more powerful than the system Toyota 
showeased in the 2008 FCV-R eoneept) is 
made up from a series of eells. In eaeh one, 
pressurised hydrogen (H 2 ) is delivered to a 
negative eleetrode. This releases eleetrons 
that flow to the positive eleetrode, where 
it meets oxygen (O 2 ) from the atmosphere 
to form the only waste produet - water 
(H 2 O) - seven litres of the stuff for every 
100km you drive. 

It’s this movement of eleetrons from 
one eleetrode to the other that produees 
the eleetrieity used to drive a front- 
mounted 152bhp eleetrie motor. Any 
exeess energy from regenerative braking 
and the fuel staek is stored in a battery 
and deployed when the motor needs an 
extra boost. Extend your right ankle. 
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and with 2471b ft of torque from zero rpm 
it takes off instantly, making it properly 
satisfying to drive in stop-start traffie. 

The 0-62mph time of 9.6sees and top 
speed of lllmph aren’t too shabby either, 
and thanks to a single gear ratio (instead 
of the Prius’s infuriating CVT), the sliek, 
linear power delivery is enough to make 
you eraek a smile. 

There’s a familiar EV whine to 
proeeedings, but that’s overladen with a 
noise I ean only deseribe as someone 
vaeuuming downstairs when you’re up in 
your bedroom. Really, there’s no need to 
venture from the default driving mode, but 
should you feel eompelled there’s an Eeo 
button that numbs performanee to save 


THE RIVAL 



HYUHOAlbIS 

RJELCELl 

Slightly cheaper, 
slightly taller, but 
can’t match the 
Mirai’s performance 
or range 


VERDICT 

Proof that 
fuel cells are 
ready for the 
mainstream. 
Shame about 
the price and 
lack of pumps. 


tud* and another labelled Sport if you’re 
q big fan of understeer. 

On skinny, frietion-redueing tyres, 
lateral grip isn’t the Mirai’s strong point, 
but then why would it be? Loek up your 
Icaickm-foot tendeneies, keep things smooth 
and calm, and it’s a swift and eomfortable 
way to get around. At motorway speeds, 
t±ifi Interior is eathedral quiet - you’ll 
appreeiate that when you’re trying to 
get some kip in the baek of an Uber a 
deeade from now. 

Clearly those twitehing to drop £66,000 
on a stylish eoupe aren’t about to be 
sedueed by the Mirai’s oddball looks, but I 
will say this: it looks a bit different beeause 
it is a bit different, and the ugly stiek hasn’t 
hurt Prius sales, has it? Step inside and the 
quality is Lexus-esque - toueh-sensitive 
blaek panels eontrol the three separate 
sereens, while leather seetions on the dash 
are wrapped in the same soft hide as the 
seats. And beeause you have to pay through 
the nose for it, there’s only one lofty trim 
level with everything thrown in. 

Given there’s a hydrogen tank under 
the rear seat, lanky passengers are almost 
eertain to eomplain about a laek of leg- and 
headroom, and the 361-litre boot is a bit on 
the small side due to the battery paek 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Top screen shows graphic of 
energy flow in the powertrain, 
bit like the Prius 

Flush-fitting central 
touchscreen for all your 
infotainment needs 

H2O button allows you to 
vent your waste water. OK, 
the car snot yours... 

Wireless phone charger in 
the centre console. Only 
compatible with Qi phones 

Seats are designed for connfort 
not speed and are wrapped in 
high-grade leather 


sandwiched between it and the rear 
beneh. But these eompromises pale into 
insignifieanee when we eome to the priee: 
£66,000 (not ineluding the government’s 
£5,000 grant), the reason Toyota only 
expeets to sell between 50 and 100 of them 
a year in Europe. Toyota UK is softening 
the blow by offering a £750pem lease deal, 
whieh ineludes servieing, tyres and all the 
hydrogen your ear ean inhale. If you ean 
find anywhere to fill it up, that is... 


SPECS #Polvnief electrolyte fuel cell stack, ]52l]lip, 241 ft >340-niile range, Dg/km CD; GD-62nipliin9.6secs,]1]nipli 01850kg #£66,000 
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D hrowing some shapes in 
the new Lexus GS F - a 
471bhp rear-wheel-drive 
Japanese musele ear - is 
far harder than it should 
be. And it’s nothing to do with the human 
behind the wheel - it’s the engine. Honest. 

Unlike its three, rather formidable 
and highly turboeharged enemies - the 
552bhp BMW M5, 552bhp Audi RS6 and 
577bhp Mereedes E63 AMG S - it employs 
a 471bhp 5.0-litre naturally aspirated V8, 
the same V8 as the smaller RG F Goupe, 
in faet. These days, that leaves it some way 
off the paee. Grueially, though, its rivals 
all produee maximum torque at around 
l,500rpm, while the GS makes 3911b ft 
between 4,800rpm and 5,600rpm and 
maximum power at a lofty 7,10Clrpin^ 
just 200rpm before it hits the limiter. 

So, getting the rear end to break away 
requires many revs and some frankly 
serious eommitnient^ 

There are those who will say this is 
how a highly strung performance engine 
should be, and they have a point. But In 
reality, a large performance 
saloon spends must of its 
time dawdling. In the 
lower reaehes of the rev 
range the GS F just feels ^ 



flat and sluggish, whereas a turboeharged 
V8 is always poised to deliver the next 
wallop of aeeeleration. 

It’s not all doom and gloom, though - 

a mute, lifeless engine at low revs means 
Lexus's quiet and supple waftability is 
well and truly intact when you keep things 
calm. Toggle through the driving modes to 
Sport + (via Normal, Eco and Sport), open 
the taps and the soundtrack is fruider 






MERCEDES 

E63AMG 

Hooligan Merc makes 
the GS F look like a 
uintty comparison 


VERDICT 


A great drive 
In i» 9 lation, but 
ladcing when 
you bring 
in the big 
Gorman three. 


(and faker) than you might expect, 
courtesy of front and rear speakers that 
pump out a cacophony of soundwaves as 
the engine kicks beyond 6,000rpm. 

Lexus decided not to let us anywhere 
near a racetrack during our two days with 
the car - no doubt burned by the frosty 
fraction to the RG F’s circuit skills - 
claiming public tarmac is where this 
car belongs. The electric steering weights 
up a fraction in Sport+, and although 
lacking in any meaningful feedback it’s 
sharp enough, requiring precise flicks 
not twirling of the arms. The decision 
to fit fixed-rate dampers seems an odd 
one at first, given the GS F is so tech- 
heavy elsewhere, but soon wins you 
over with its well-pitched trade-off 
between low-speed comfort and 
resistance to roll. The gearbox, on 
the other hand, is mildly angering given 
its ability to deploy lightning upshifts, 
then slur and jolt on the way down. 

A mixed bag, then, but one simple fact 
remains. While 0-62mph in 4.6 seconds 
and a 168mph top speed is fast, it’s not 
fast enough. It’s entertaining, but not 
thrilling. In a world where saloons can 
outpace supercars, the GS F is destined 
to be a footnote. Now, can the Americans 
do any better? 


SPECS .^»4969ccVB,nWD,471blip,3B1lbf»»gyirpg,26gg/k[nCD;#D-B2inpMn4.6sec5,1B8iiipl]0183Dkga£69,995 
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n f the GS Fs lack of 
firepower leaves you 
underwhelmed, may 
I introduce the antidote. 
By greasing the sides 
and shoehorning in the 6.2-litre 
supercharged V8 from the Corvette 
Z06, the third-generation Cadillac 
CTS-V is officially the daddy of 
supersaloons. You can now buy one 
in the UK for £75k, if you don’t mind 
the steering wheel on the wrong side. 

First the numbers, because with 
640bhp and 6311b ft of torque it doesn’t 
just outmuscle the M5, RS7, E63 and 
GS F, it grinds them up like chuck steak. 
By the time it hits 62mph in 3.7 seconds 
the M5 is 0.6 seconds behind and the 
four-wheel-drive RS7 trailing by 0.2, but 
even that can’t convey the ferocity with 
which this engine kicks. At one point I 
tickled 175mph on the autobahn, and, 
believe me, the gap in traffic wasn’t that 
big and I’m not that brave. It’s relentless. 

And yet this isn’t the point-and-squirt 
Yank tank you might expect. As in the 
latest Corvette, there’s technology here 
to keep the Germans on their toes. Such 
as adaptive dampers, an electronic 





VERDICT 

No right- 
hand drive 
and a single 
UK dealer are 
issues, but with 
this power, 
who cares? 


controlled diff, Brembo brakes (steel, 
not carbon) and bespoke Michelin Pilot 
Super Sport tyres. Our only complaint is 
an exhaust note that’s drowned out by the 
supercharger’s whine - it could do with 
some of the Corvette’s chest hair. 

On the road, it handles with an 
alacrity that belies its size. OK, so the 
steering is a bit wooden, despite having 
a satisfying heft to it, but for a big car 
the front end clings on admirably while 
the rear can be steered with your right 
foot. Plus, stick to the most pliant Tour 
driving mode (there’s also Sport and 
Track when you want to dial it up) and, 
while it doesn’t quite have the GS F’s 
waft-factor, it can still cruise like an 
American car should. 

But whereas the Lexus backs up its 
docile side with only mild lunacy, the 
CTS-V should really be sectioned. 

What you’re buying here is a supercar 
in a business suit. It’s a mad concept 
when you think about it, and the Caddy 
is the maddest of them all. 


•{l162txS/CV8.B40blip,G31ll]rt •?3.llmfig,!l90g/kmC0, •0-62mpliin3JseG8,199mpl] O185Okg0£75,255 
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VWGOLFGTI 

Another GT I that 
trades on everyday 
ability and class over 
outright power 


It will reach 62mph in six seconds and 
even sounds OK. The six-speed manual 
j*earshift is accurate enough, if lacking 
the mechanical precision and speed of the 
class-leaders, and the brakes never run out 
of answers, despite some hard use. 

Assisting agility is a Torsen differential, 
something the lower-output GTI doesn’t 
get. Another reason you don’t want that 
model, in other words. The diff is 
undeniably impressive, working very well 
with the chassis changes - softer front 
anti-roll bar, stiffer rear, lower ride height 
and GTI-specific spring rates - to achieve 
exactly what Peugeot was after. The 270 
rides impeccably for a hot hatch and turns 
with real conviction - all of which make it 


VERDICT 


eugeot and hot hatches. 

Not a massively consistent 
combination, but lately 
things have been looking 
up: the RCZ R was the 
warning shot, the 208 GTI 30th Anniversary 
the first proper evidence. Now we find three 
red letters stuck on the back of the 308, 
making it Peugeot’s first family-sized hatch 
to wear the GTI badge since the fabled 306 
GTi-6. Tough brief - that thing was mega. 

After the 307’s wilderness years, it’s 
welcome news, but the rest of the badge 
reads 270 and, well, 268bhp is pretty much 
entry-level hot-hatch power today. Thene'i 
a 247bhp version, too, but who’s going to 
want that when there’s a 306bhp Givic 
out there and a 345bhp Focus on the way? 
Still, if you like your hot hatch subtle, the 
308 GTI 270 is a paragon of red pinstriped 
restraint when parked alongside its more 
overt, bewinged rivals. 

That, say the people at Peugeot Sport, 
isn’t a problem. No, the 308 GTI 270 isn’t 
about the numbers or showy looks, it’s 
about agility and poise. The power comes 
from Peugeot’s familiar turbocharged 1.6- 
litre engine, which is eager and smooth, 
punching with real authority in a class 
more usually featuring 2.0-litre units. 


Not enough 
cEdteinent 
In m class that 
contains the 
Civic Type R 
« and Leon Cupra. 


a shame, then, that the steering isn’t more 
informative and weighty, or the wheel 
properly sized and shaped. 

So here’s the nub: it’s a great Peugeot 
and a good GTI, but the class has moved on 
quite a bit recently. You might justifiably 
choose it over a Golf GTI, but it struggles 
among feistier, more interesting and 
engaging rivals, of which there are plenty. 


•l598GG4GVl[urbo,FWD,268l]|]pl41f[ #4I0iiipg,139g/kii]C0, •0-82n]pli in 6te,155n]pliOimg •£28,155 




koda has done some things 
to the Octavia vRS to make 
it better. It didn’t need to, 
but it has anyway. 

Headlining is the VAQ limited-slip 
diff, which has been available for some 
time on the Golf GTI as part of the 
optional Performance Pack. Skoda’s 
ramped up the power by a broadly 
unnoticeable lObhp, too, by fiddling 
with the EGU and fitting a new exhaust 
system. The other changes are cosmetic 
(bigger wheels, et cetera), and blessedly 
subtle ones at that. You might even 
mistake it for a diesel. 

The diff may gift the 250 a 
smidge more mechanical traction, 
but the - admittedly few - problems 
that befall the base car remain. The 
steering rack is new, to account for 
the diff, and it’s pointy but still not 
massively feelsome. And the chassis 
isn’t the most engaging thing, either. 

It’s all a bit sensible, but still immensely 
capable as a workaday road car and 
quick enough to keep you interested. 
And as an Octavia, it’s practical, nicely 
made and rather comfy. 

We’d take a 250 over a standard 
vRS, no question. You get enough 
extra kit as standard to justify your 
additional £2,970, and that’s not 
even counting the diff... 

VERDICT: Probably the car the vRS should 
always have been. A Golf GTI with bells on. 


I SPECS 


Ol984cc,4cvl turbo, 227bhp,258lbft 
O 44.8mpg,143g/kmC02 
# 0-62mphin6.9seGS,152inpb 

© 13B7kg 0 / 1 n 

©£27,550 O/IU 
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just what a triumph this cabin is. Yes, 
weVe seen the (£450) virtual dials in the 
TT, and you’ll reeognise the dash design 
from the Q7. It’s beeoming mainstream, 
but the quality remains peerless, and Audi 
is very elever at making the environment 
feel minimalist without simple radio or 
aireon operation beeoming a pain. 

But what makes this a very pleasant 
environment to trudge many miles in 
is the peaee. Audi is really hot on this 
now. The Q7 was a shot aeross the bows 
of Mereedes and BMW, and the A4 ups 
the ante - it whispers along. Don’t bother 
with the £750 B&O hi-fi - there’s so little 
engine, wind and road noise to drown 
out. Rides smartly too. 

What you won’t have, predietably, is fun. 
The Avant has shaved around 130kg off its 
predeeessor’s waist, but beyond seeure grip 
and aeeurate steering, it’s no entertainer. 
Not even when equipped with the gruntiest 
engine available. But Audi doesn’t elaim it 
to be, so that’s fine, really. Want a driver’s 
estate? It’s still BMW’s manor. But Audi’s 
A4 now has its own USP. 


pparently, there are still 
people out there who’d like 
a posh badge, seating for 
five, a big boot and maybe 
some four-wheel drive, 
but don’t want to sit up on a high ehair in a 
erossover. Assuming they’re not the least 
bit interested in a rewarding drive, Audi 
has just built their ideal ear. 

The new A4 Avant is still not, by estate- 
ear standards, vast. Sure, it fulfils the brief 
to beat the older ears in its segment for 
eapaeity - neither the Mereedes C-Class 
Estate nor BMW’s 3-Series Touring ean 
offer over 500 litres of seats-up stowage, 
but the Audi does: 505 in bus mode or a 
not-quite-fiat 1,510 litres in van guise. A 
Skoda Superb Estate or VW Golf Estate will 
swallow hundreds more litres for thousands 
fewer pounds, but you’d hardly eall the 
Avant pokey. The tailgate opening is wide, 
the wheelareh intrusions modest, and you 
ean have a hands-free boot door that heeds 
a kiek under the rear bumper. 

It’s vast in the baek for passengers, 
anyway - easily the most spaeious among 
its German rivals, if you’re too mueh of 
a badge-phobe to eonsider the limo-like 
Skoda - and all five of you will appreeiate 


VERDICT 

Avoid options 
that claim to 
enhance the 
drive. The 
A4’s talents 
lie elsewhere. 
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Nissan Leaf SOkWh 

BfSI[PH[ID09l[ 

n t may look no different, 
but this is a new Leaf 
Evolution has actually been 
ongoing in the five years since the 
EVs arrival: it’s far better to drive than 
it was at launch, for instance, riding 
and handling with an easy-going 
suppleness that befits its whirringly 
quiet, relaxing demeanour. 

This 2016 model year update 
is notable, though. There’s more 
smartphone-like media, which in time 
will take Tesla-like upgrades. But most 
importantly there’s a new 50kWh 
battery. It’s no bigger physically, but it 
endows the world’s best-selling electric 
car with a theoretical range of 1 55 miles, 
a 26 per cent improvement on before. 

It’s a £1,600 option, and the less 
capacious 24kWh battery (and its 
124-mile range) continues to kick off 
the range at £20,790. It’s all about 
perception, though: nigh-on all buyers 
in the Golf and Focus class cover fewer 
than 100 miles a day, but an extra 51 
miles of wiggle room chisels away at 
range anxiety yet further. 

And what an opportune time to 
launch a more liveable Leaf More than 
200,000 have been sold since 2010, 
with each year yielding higher sales than 
the last. With some of its diesel rivals in 
the doghouse, that can only keep going. 

VERDICT: Ignore the same-again looks. Extra 
range makes the Leaf more usable than ever. 


O AC motor, FWD,109bhp,187lbff 
O Og/kmCOj, 155-mile range 
# 0-B2mphinl1.5secs,87mph 
© 1516kg n I 

O £24,490 Oncl. govt grant) D / 


10 


080 DECEMBER 2015 ^ topgear.com 


II 










D bought Subarus were just 

for farmers and wannabe 
rallyists? You’re wrong: 
they’re inereasingly aimed 
at lovers of laboured 



Nevertheless, this is a ear that’s 
dynamieally sharp. Its eleetrie steering 
is better than that of Audi S ears, and its 
suspension does a better job of smoothing 
out broken B-roads too. The grip feels 
unbreakable, and you ean earry unseemly 
speed through eorners, making it a shame 
the AWD isn’t up for more of a laugh. 

The gearbox is also a stieking point. 

It’s better than the droning C VTs you’ll 
find elsewhere, while its notional six gears 
genuinely eneourage some tugging of the 
paddles. But it’s simply not as engaging as 
a eonventional auto or, better, a manual. 

It also smothers any ehanee of really 
uneovering the engine’s eharaeter, whieh 
feels smooth but short of any urgeney. 

Far from being hamstrung, though, the 
Levorg is quite satisfying, and you eould 
take some unsuspeeting sealps on a twisty 
road. The rest of the ear is age-old Subaru: 
short on glamour, but well built. There’s 
also more bootspaee than in a Volvo V60 
and it’ll tow 1.5 tonnes. It’ll satisfy existing 
fans, then, but not tempt neweomers to the 
brand. Or fans of sliekly exeeuted names... 


wordplay. Following the Boxer Rear-drive 
Zenith (the BRZ) eomes the Legaey 
Revolution Touring. Or Levorg. Obviously. 

It’s a speeial name for a speeialist ear, 
whieh snubs the modern personalisation 
trend, offering buyers just one engine, one 
gearbox and one spee level. To alienate 
itself even further, those are respeetively 
petrol, C VT and paeked-to-the-rafters GT 
trim. For the mass market this is not. 


But Subaru is happy that way, elaiming 
it’s more eomfortable satisfying 100 per 
eent of a very slim market (500 a year, it 
reekons) than a negligible sliver of the 
mainstream. The market in question? 
Buyers of performanee Subaru Legaeys 
- sueh as the Spee B of a deeade ago - 
unable to replaee their prized possession. 

The first two letters of its frankly daft 
name mislead, though; it may be Legaey 
in spirit, but underneath sit the oily bits 
of the smaller WRX STi saloon. The wiek 


has been turned down, though; a 168bhp 
1.6-litre turbo four provides the power, 
while there’s a less fiamboyant four- 
wheel-drive system without a manually 
adjustable differential. 


•1600GG4GYlturl]O,AWD.168l]lip.l84lbff#39.8mpg.l64g/kmG0, •O-62mpl]in8.98eGS,138mpl]O1531kg0£27,495 



So, what else is new? 


Smart ForTwo auto 

WHAT SHOULD I KNOW? 

Until the Mklll, Mercs tiddler had always been auto only. 

And horrendously jerky it was, too. A manual ’box now comes 
as standard, but there’s a 6spd twin-clutch for £995 more. 

If your Smart never leaves a city, it ought to make sense. 

SHOULD I CARE? 

It’s an improvement on the Smart auto of old, but then 
being towed along by a three-legged donkey was likely 
smoother, too. Ignore the pointless Sport mode 
and with smooth throttle use, gearchanges are 
broadly well executed. But it’s strangely reluctant 
to kickdown and isn’t alert enough when pulling 
out of junctions. We’d stay manual. 




Meraedes 61E 450 Guupe 

WHAT SHOULD I KNOW? 

If you can’t afford the £96k invitation to the V8 GLE 65, or 
bring yourself to accept the 4571b ft, 59mpg delights of the 
GLE 550 diesel, this £62,800 5.0-litre bi-turbo petrol V6, 
good for 562bhp and 0-62 in 5.7secs, is your only option. 

SHOULD I CARE? 

Almost certainly not. Yes, it’s a stonking engine, with 
outrageous overrun fireworks on cue and enough torque 
to paper over the cracks in the 9spd gearbox’s 
manners, but in a car this obese, it’s wasted. This 
GLE Coupe is ungainly, doesn’t stop and feels 
alarmingly top-heavy. Get a diesel Cayenne - or 
wait until June for a ‘450 AMG’ C-Class instead. 




Vauxhall IIXR8 auta 

: WHAT SHOULD I KNOW? 

I Our favourite Aussie expat supersaloon now has an auto, 
i I But unlike posher German rivals, it’s not a trendy double- 
j clutchers but an old-school 6spd torque-converter. 

SHOULD I CARE? 

1 If you’re a fan of cheap thrills, yes. The lack of a third 
pedal, and a hefty 577bhp 6.2-litre supercharged V8, 
makes unnecessary tyre torture even easier than before. 
But the brash and hilariously squirmy VXR8 
preaches to people who want their kicks to be 
analogue and from the left field. So we’d opt for 
the stick, save £1 ,725 from the auto list price... 
then immediately spend it on tyres and fuel. 
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For those in the know, tyres have long been more than just round and made of 
rubber, but the real benefits of AAICHELIN Pilot Sport are truly a black art 


n January, Michelin will launch 
the latest version of a tyre 
that has become the weapon 
of choice for many of the 
world s leading motor manufacturers and 
petrolheads alike. Pilot Sport 4 is all set 
to continue a pattern that began with the 
original Pilot Sport, back in 2001, becoming 


standard issue on some of the most powerful 
sports and performance cars in the world 
(and the natural choice for anyone who loves 
driving). It s not hard to understand why. 
Pilot Sport has always provided drivers with 
the opportunity to make the most of their 
car’s performance and this fourth generation 
version takes the philosophy to another level. 


It is the perfect, high-performance example 
of Michelin’s commitment to producing 
the very best all round tyres possible, 
hardly a surprise from the tyre maker that 
has won Le Mans every year since 1997. 

So just how does Pilot Sport 4 move 
Michelin’s best-selling performance 
tyre even further forward? 



I 


> STEERING CONTROL 

AAichelin's latest Dynamic Response 
technology improves the precise 
steering feel of Pilot Sport still 
further. The use of a 'hybrid' aramid 
and nylon belt helps transfer crucial 
steering inputs into the most positive 
changes of direction on the road. 



> ROADHOLDING 

Pilot Sport 4's tread pattern adapts 
continuously, optimising the all-important 
contact patch at all times and making 
this latest Michelin tyre ultra -reactive 
to changing road conditions. 



> LONGEVITY 


There is more to Michelin's remarkable record of 
race and rally success than a cabinet full of trophies. 
Multiple victories at Le Mans, and in the World 
Rally Championship, are the glittering extremes of 
a relentless R&D programme that serves a singular 
purpose: the pursuit of Total Performance. It's about 
more than just speed and handling, it's about reduced 
rolling resistance and lower levels of wear, too. 
Achieving this across the entire Pilot Sport range - not 
just Pilot Sport 4 - is the real art of what Michelin does. 

Find out more about MICHELIN Total Performance at: 



> IN THE WET 

The latest compound used in Pilot Sport 
4 includes a unique blend of 'functional 
elastomers' and silica. Together with 
deep, wide directional grooves it is a 
combination that provides exceptional 
grip, braking and water dispersal in 
the wettest of driving conditions. 






HISEMQITrEllTUIIE 



Pilot Sport 4 

Michelin2015 
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Join US for a massive weekend of fantastic racing action as 
Britain's premier tin-top racing championship noils into KnockhilT r 
for another tidier coaster event. Exp^ to see action all the way 
as some of the world’s best sakxm car racers duel on back at 
exceedingly close quarters. 


B0DKTICKE1SNQW | KNOCKHILCOM 


All tickets purch3sed in «tvance are subject to pre-booking 
discounts; either book online or call 01383 723337 




TG’S ONE 
MINUTE EXPERT 


Got 60 seconds spare? Read these 



VW POL0 1.0 BLUEMOTION 


• Cannily timed as 
VW’s diesel empire 
implodes, this is its first 
petrol Polo Bluemotion, 
The Polo gains a 1.0- 
litre turbo petrol, good 
for94bhpand 
94g/km CO 2 . 

NoDSG 

version here, but 
the 5spd manual is 
a delight, and for an 
eco special, lO.Ssecs 
to62mphanda 
119mpli top are more 
than adequate. 



• The petrols 
68.9mpg pales next 
totheTDI Blues 
91mpg, but unless 
you’re mainly a 
motorway-muncher 
the petrol is far 
preferable. 

•It’s £1,065 
cheaperthanthe 
diesel. But, it’s worth 
remembering a more 
chuckable Fiesta 
EcoBoostis£535 
cheaper, and still ducks 
under lOOg/km CO 2 . 


Engine 998cc 5cyl turbo, FWD, 94bhp, 1601b ft 
Performance 68.9mpg, 94g/km CO 2 , 0-62mph 
in lO.Ssecs, 119mph Weight 1111kg Price £14,730 




DS4 


• Let’s get this straight. 
This premium-coupe- 
hatch-crossover-thing 
isn’t a Citroen anymore 
- it’s a DS, making this 
facelifted Citroen 
DS4 simply the 
DS[space]4. 

There’s a new 
variant called 
theCrossback. 

It adds 30mm of 
ride height and some 
crossover styling to 
the already rather 
lofty4. 



* There issome new 
tech on offer inside, 
plus some new 
enginesand more 
styling options. 
Not forgetting 
the newDS 
corporate face. 

® Sensible 
money buys 
diesel, notthe 
207bhp turbo petrol 
we tried. The 177bhp 
2.0-litre could be more 
refined but is at least 
torqueyand flexible. 


Engine 1598cc, 4cyl, FWD, 207bhp, 2101b ft 
Performance 47.9mpg, 158g/km CO 2 , 0-62mph 
in7.8secs,146mph Weightl515kg Price £22,995 




D his is not a Range Rover 
Classie. Well, it is, but 
only in the same way that 
a Singer is a Porsehe. It’s 
a restomod, albeit one 
that leans more to the restoration, rather 
than modifieation, side. 

You take your old Range Rover to 
Kingsley Cars, or let the firm souree one 
for you, and it sets to work, making the ear 
a) better than it was when it first left the 
faetory, and b) more aligned with modern 
eoneepts of speed, handling and braking. 

It’s a eomplete strip-down job, body 
separated from ehassis, every traee of 
rust and rot eradieated, extra suspension- 
mounting points if required, thieker anti- 
roll bars, new steering raek and brakes, a 
bored-out 4.8-litre V8, retrimmed interior, 
new headlights... the list goes on. Basieally, 
you ean have done as mueh or as little as 
you like and the priee will vary aeeordingly. 

This one has had quite a bit done, 2,000 
hours of work, but wherever you look, no 
matter how deep you probe, you ean tell 
it’s been done by genuine enthusiasts 
with expert skills and a sympathetie eye. 

It looks spot on, the wider traeks 
toughening up the stanee, and from inside 
the view is unusually unimpeded. The 
bonnet seems to be at knee level, the 
A-pillars are pipe eleaners and, well, it’s all 
pretty outdated. And the driving position... 
eurious. It’s how things were, and means 
the whole ear feels substantially different 
from anything modern. That’s refreshing, 
but I reekon at the very least you’d 
eventually erave a proper gearbox (the old 
four-speed auto is a proper slur-o-matie). 





Don’t go thinking it’s still a period 
driving experienee, though. It’s refined, the 
big tyres and well-set-up dampers mean the 
ride is better than many modern SUVs’, and 
those suspension modifieations have tidied 
up the body eontrol no end. The steering is 
remarkably direet (almost pointy), and it 
eorners with grip and far more poise than 
it ever had when new. I had eonfidenee in 
the handling. Hadn’t expeeted that. 

This is a ear you eould drive every day 
if you so ehose. You’d drive it for the noise 
alone. The V8 is the sort of lazy, rumbling, 
burbling motor that makes you smile and 
laugh and not eare a jot about the abysmal 
fuel eeonomy. It’s a feel-good ear this, and 
it’s hard to put a value on that. 


VERDICT 


Acompivtt 
enhancemantt 
thoug 
and 


# 48QQGG V8 petrol, 27Bbl]p,3B8lb ft #n/a mpg, n/a g/km GBj #G-62iiipb in 8.GseGS,]28nipb Ol88Bkg #£84,758 
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Chevy Camani 

The bowtie muscle car reignifes the 
US muscle-car war B!PJfD[V[|[y)( 


Is this...? 

The new 2016 Camaro? Yes it is. Its the 
last of the big three muscle cars to get a 
full makeover, and Chevrolet has done a 
very thorough job on it. 

But it still looks the same. 

The design is the one thing Chevy hasn’t 
changed much. And why would it? That 
high-sided, narrow-screened techno origami 
styling is now a trademark of the Camaro. 

The A-pillars are now a bit thinner and the 
cowl a little lower, so you can see out of it a 
bit better than before. But it still ain’t easy. 
Right. Styling wasnt the problem, was it? 
No. It’s always looked cool. It was everything 
else that needed work - the weight, the 
interior guality and layout, the controls, 
the handling... And to be fair to Chevy, it 
knew that, too. So it has completely redone 
the entire car inside and out. 

What are the headline facts and figures? 
Model for model, the car has lost in the region 
of 1 50kg, thanks to a new matrix of modular 
architecture that targets key areas for specific 
attention. As a result, it reacts faster and more 
faithfully to inputs and has shed that feeling 
that it’s dragging a bag of wet cement 
behind it. Imagine driving your car with two 
passengers in it, then driving it again when 
they’ve all got out. That’s the difference here. 
So its been on a diet. Is there more 
POWER, too? 

Of course. But you have to look towards the 
top of the engine line-up to find it. A 275bhp 
turbo 4cyl unit - from the Cadillac ATS - 
has been added at the base of the range, 
which is followed by a revised 555bhp V6 



and topped by the 455bhp LTl V8 as seen 
in the Corvette Stingray and new CTS-Y 

Less weight, more power - that 
sounds promising. 

It’s more than just a promise. With gadgets 
like optional active damping and exhaust 
valves, the new Camaro is more of a sports 
car than a big-engined rear-drive muscle car. 
This is good if you want a guick car with 
muscle-car looks - but less good if you want 
an authentically raw, light-’em-up, Detroit 
pony car. For that, the only place to go 
now is the Dodge Challenger Flellcat. 




VERDICT 

Lighter, more 
powerful and 
better-handling. 
The base cars 
are now more 
than just styling 
exercises. 


Which would you choose? 

The Camaro is now the more efficient, better- 
handling choice, closer to the Mustang. But 
for sheer hooligan driving fun - not the best 
handling or manners - the Dodge is our pick 
right now. Until the new ZLl and Z28 appear. 
Then we might have to change our view. 


SPECS 


O 3600ccV6,RWD,335bhp,2S4lbfr 
O 25.0nipg,n/ag/l(niC02 
# 0-62iiiphin3.]seGS,]55iiiph 
© 15G0kg 
G $25,700 




G38D0CC, Beyl, 4WD,424bhp,324lbff30.7mpg,2]4g/kmCD;G0-62mpbin4.3secs,]87nipbO1650kgG£107, 202 


Porsche 911 Targa GTS 


The last-gen 911 GTS was one of the best-ever 911s. 
Launched in 2010 at the very end of the 997 era, it 
was a Carrera turned up to 11: uprated suspension, 
more power, wider rear track. It drove like a dream. 

The new GTS is a rather broader proposition, 
especially in half-convertible Targa guise. Not that it’s 
a bad driver’s car by any means, just a less focused 
offering than the old GTS. This is, effectively, a 
gussied-up Carrera 4S Targa, with plenty of juicy 


options and a chunky pricetag to match. It’s actually 
slightly softer than a RWD Carrera coupe, at least in 
part to deal with the 200-odd extra kilos it carries. 

So this is no track monster, rather a very smart, 
chilled iteration of a 911. You need to work the flat-six 
hard, wind it up past 5,500rpm to get it singing, but 
it’s a cracker when you do. The GTS sounds lovely, and 
works in just about any conditions, but it’s not the rare 
gem of old. Want a targa with teeth? Try the Corvette. 
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Ford S-Max vs Citroen G4 Grand Picasso 


Meet the MPVs made for Daddy Cool. Can Ford usurp TB's fave? ii ou iei 



Steady. The S-Max is the seven-seater that made 
M PVs desirable(ish). Awkwardly, that leaves the 
Mkl I a tricky line to tread: growing up without 
losing sparkle. The styling is very corporate (and 
the trademark gills are gone), but Ford has heaped 
on the tech, and borrowed Mondeo chassis bits. 


Like the S-Max’s underpants, it’s all Mondeo-y 
inside. So this £450 touchscreen is cluttered, and 
there’s way too much going on in the dials. Build 
feels reassuringly Germanic, so do your worst, 
kids. It’s high quality, low flair. Enter Picasso... 


The S-Maxjust holds onto its reputation for being 
more fun than it strictly needs to be. Its controls 
have an oilier heft and slickness than the C4’s, and it 
hangs on harder if you’re brutal, which is odd given 
how much heavier it feels (it isn’t). Watch out for the 
choppy low-speed ride: it’s happier out of town. 


Most irksome in an otherwise clever cabin are the 
bizarrely inaccessible ISOFIX points, tucked out 
of reach in tightly stuffed leather. Visibility is also 
beaten by the Citroen’s. Seats are a doddle to flip, 
though, and there’s huge space and storage. 



AAH, MPVs. 
GIVEN UP 
ON LIFE? 


ANY TREATS 
FOR THE 
ADULTS? 


HANG ON, 
KIDS - IT SA 
BROAD,.. 


WHERE ARE 
THE UTILITY 
CLANGERS? 


Think the French are best at cheap superminis? 
A/ors: this is the nation that invented MPVs. In the 
space vacated by the not-for- Brits Espace, the 
Grand Picasso now struts around brandishing 
funky detailing, clean engines and clever seats. 
This range-topper is £2.9k less than the Ford. 


The Frenchie pegs Ford for plushness, but it’s far 
more welcoming too. There’s concept car-aping 
textured trim, cool metal flourishes, and enough 
glass to shame the Louvre. Love its 12in main 
display, hate the slow, idiotic 7in touchscreen. 


You’d never guess, but the Picasso is no pudding. 
Ifanything, its sweetBlueHDi diesel issuperiorto 
the Ford’s motor. More responsive, just as swift, 
and real-world frugal. Pity the clunky gearbox is a 
real turkey, and the car accelerates and rides more 
noisily. But it feels light, eager and almost agile. 


Even this top-spec Picasso doesn’t get electrically 
droppable rear seats (which the Ford does), but 
in fairness they’re just as easy to stow manually. 
Oddly hard seats aren’t as comfy as the Ford’s, 
but that’s about it. It’s a lovely, cavernous space. 




FOR Still the best large M PV to drive, though the gap has 
closed. Cabin miles more sophisticated than before. 

AG Al NSTUppFtyridf^bcut tow, dour intefior 
ambience. Options make it prioey too, 

VERDICTVery good, but 
a touch too conservative. 


VERDICT 


FOR Fabulous design flair both inside and out, 
usefulness. Great engine, 
more of a van to drive than the 
car-like i^ord. And the touchscreen is dire. 
VERDICTAnMPV you could 
living with. It wins by a nose. 


•]387cc,4cvlTD,FWD,178blip.285lbft •52.3mpg.138g/kni CO, 
•0-62mpbin8.5secs,]28mpb 01734kg 0£28,885 (£38,320 as tested) 


•1887CC. 4GVlTD.FWD.148bbp. 2731b ft •70.empg.105g/kmC0, 
•0-02mpbln8.8seGS,]30mpb 01705kg (&£27,110 (£30,380 as tested) 









mmEi wPGoii 

Some say his cookie policy involves baking, and that 
he keeps his mouse in a small box. all we know is... 

He's not The Stig, he's The Stig's digital cousin 


After diagnostic tests and some 

extensive probing, he’s been found to be 
identical to the real Stig in every way. . . except 
for one: there’s a glitch in his code, which 
makes it possible for mere mortals to beat him. 

In Forza Motorsport 6 that’s exactly what 
you’ll attempt, as you race him one-on-one 
in many locations, from the tricky turns of 
the Niirburgring to the Bernese Alps where 
mountain dogs come from. To make things 
fair you will be in identical cars, and you’ll 
unlock a slightly better one each time you win. 

The list includes the mighty Lamborghini 
Huracan, the faintly exotic Alfa Romeo 4C 
and the drifty BMW M4 - just a few of the 
more than 460 shiny new cars in the game. 


damage potential. There are 26 places to race, 
spread across the world, all of which come with 
added drizzle thanks to a new wet race mode. 

Of course, nowhere looks as good on a 
damp Wednesday morning as the TopGear 
Track at Dunsfold. In Forza 6, it plays host 
to loads more TopGear Ghallenges, some of 
which are highly intellectual, such as the one 
where you use cars to knock over some bowling 
pins while going as sideways as possible. 

Or perhaps you prefer the wind in your 
hair and the bees in your face, in which case 
you’ll enjoy the Top Gear Track Day Masters, 
featuring the BAG Mono, KTM X-Bow and 
other cars weighing less than a ham sandwich. 
Some don’t even have windscreens or windows. 


the only place you should end up is at the 
track. Just as well Dunsfold is available in a 
handy digital format, eh? 

It’s also the setting for the Power Lap 
Masters, featuring the fastest cars ever to have 
lapped the Top Gear track, from the borderline 
supersonic Nissan GT-R Black Edition, to the 
slidey, slightly ballistic Jaguar F Type R. In 
this challenge, you can choose from the best of 
them, and race the rest around the track. 

But it’s not all about the sparkly new stuff. 
In the Underdog Ghallenge you can race 
weather-beaten old hot rods and pickups on 
the world’s greatest circuits, and in the Passing 
Ghallenge you’ll see how slow a Land Rover 
Defender really is, especially when you’re in 




I 



iS torm wa rni rttJ L a m b o" si 
f screaming Huracan blasts] 


It’s you versus the man in white, 
or rather, his slightly dodgy 
digital cousin 


Face-bending Ariel At o m_ 


Brand-new cars versus their 
aging relatives, which have 
a generous headstart 


fails to bend Stig's face, 
He doesn't have one* 


Utterly inappropriate track cars, 
from ancient pickups to all- 
American hot rods 


A selection of the fastest cars 
ever to have lapped the 
TopGear Track 


Lash yourself down with 
five-point harnesses and 
prepare to hang on... 


I ] Lightweights d uke it out f 
through Hammerhead, 

^ Prepare for oversteer ^ 


Just like real ten-pin bowling, 
without the slippery floor 
and stupid shoes 







*^iiiirrt 



McLaren 570s 




McLaren’s “entry-level” sports car 
has arrived. Time to hit the road 


in the £145,250, 562bhp, 
204mph, overtly orange 570S 


WORDS: OLLIE MARRIAGE / 
PHOTOGRAPHY: MARK FAGELSON 


et’s open with something startling: the 
MeLaren 5 70S is as fast as the fabled 
MeLaren FI. And this, let’s not forget, is 
the firm’s entry-level ear. An entry-level 
ear that hits lOOmph in 6.3 seeonds. 

Only it doesn’t. It’s faster. More 
on that later. Nevertheless, elaiming 
Fl-matehing aeeeleration times is not 
a eoineidenee - there’ll have been a 
parameter laid down when the ear was eoneeived, a target to be met 
- but as a statement of speed and intent, the numbers are revealing. 

MeLaren ealls the 570S its “luxury sports ear”. Does anyone else 
have similar issues getting their head around the eoneept of the words 
‘luxury’ and ‘6.3 to the ton’ appearing together? Maybe not. Maybe it’s 
‘luxury’ and ‘MeLaren’ that’s harder to equate? 

The simple faets are these. The 570S is the first ear in MeLaren’s 
Sports Series range. It’ll soonbe joined by the £126,000 540G, and in 
2017 by a roadster version. Above it in MeLaren’s three-tier line-up sits 
the Super Series (the 650S and 675LT) and at the top, the Ultimate 
Series (Pl and PI GTR). For the first time, it feels like there’s proper 
elarity and eohesion to MeLaren’s model range. 

We’re now used to the idea that all ears use the same 3.8-litre twin- 
turbo V8, the same SSG twin eluteh gearbox, the same earbon-fibre 
ehassis tub. It’s the aneillaries that ehange. So the erux of the matter 
for the 570S is how it differs from the 650S, how the eompany has 
managed to reduee the asking priee by £60,000. Or, looked at the other 
way, how the 650S ean eontinue to justify its £200,000 list priee. 

“Only 10 per eent of parts are earried over”, says Andy Palmer, the 
head of the Sports Series produet range. “And these are mostly things 
sueh as the front and rear wishbones, the braking system, some engine 
eomponents and the IRIS infotainment system. The engine uses new 
injeetors, turboehargers and earn phasers, the exhaust and manifold 
is bespoke and we’ve even ehanged the earbon tub itself.” 

There’s a reason: MeLarens are not easy ears to get into. The angle 
the dihedral door opens to and the ehunkiness of the side sill means 
it’s like posting yourself into a eireus eannon. So, here, the earbon sill 
height has been redueed by 85mm and the doors now rise further and 
twist outwards more. You eould argue that’s a ehange that should be 
passed on to the 650S as well, unless owners believe that the harder 
the ear is to get into, the sportier it must be. There is possibly some 
truth in that. But the dynamie differenees, the reason for the eost 
saving, largely eomes down to suspension and aero. 

Instead of the high-teeh hydraulieally eross-linked dampers of the 
650S that keep the ear super level without the need for anti-roll bars 
and eontribute so mueh to the spookily smooth ride, the 5 70S has 
regular spring/damper units and (a first for any modern MeLaren) 
aetual anti-roll bars. Nor are there any moveable aerodynamie deviees. 
No pop-up wing to keep the 570S planted at high speed or level under 
braking. Instead the unadorned body has to do its own work using just 
a set of flying buttresses, a lip spoiler and many intakes and vents. 

What I didn’t appreeiate until I was up elose with the 570S is just 
how sparingly the bodywork has been drawn over the underpinnings. 
It eovers the vitals, but not a lot else and hints suggestively at what 
goes on underneath. The tease. It makes it doubly frustrating that you 
ean’t open that rear deek to have a good pore over the engine. All you 
get is a miserly little flap for the oil fill. Still, it’s got eoneave rear glass 
like a Gitroen G6, and that’s just eool. 

Reassuringly, it doesn’t appear to distort the view out the baek, but 
given that view is eurrently oeeupied by nothing but blaekness, maybe 
I’m being too hasty in my judgement. It’s 4.45am and I’m heading 
north, away from the warm southern eoast of Portugal, to the ehillier 
uplands, where we’ve arranged a little get-together for the 570S. 

There’s no more hostile way of getting aequainted with a superear 
then stumbling out of bed into a dark, unfamiliar seat, and having to 




"THE 5708 IS AS FAST 
AS THE FABLED FI. AHD 
THIS IS THE FIRM'S 
EHTRY-LEVEL CAR” 
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do many hours of motorway plodding. It’s all the stuff that you can’t 
imagine a supercar needs to be good at. But actually, to be a daily 
driver, how easily you can get the satnav sorted (very), a beefy holdall 
in the boot (simple), phone Bluetooth’d up (straightforward), and 
comfortable in the seat (the driving position is superb), is the kind 
of stuff the 570S needs to be good at. 

Here’s what else I noticed. It’s still not that easy to get into, though 
it doesn’t help that our car has the optional £4,910 one-piece carbon 
buckets. It sounds especially rowdy and belligerent in an underground 
car park at 4.15am. Every time I get out, my ankle seems to clout the 
external carbon sill. The headlights have a massively potent main 
beam. The cruise control is easy to master. The sun visors contain 
vanity mirrors which look and feel a bit... TVR. The digital dash isn’t 
one large screen, but three small ones. I was a bit disappointed when 
I noticed this. The optional £3,400 Bowers & Wilkins 12-speaker 
stereo has to work quite hard to overcome the background noise. 

Can’t imagine the standard four-speaker system is up to much. 

This is important. In fact, of all these things, refinement and 
access are the two that most concern me about the 5 70S. Getting 
in and out requires deft joints, and I can’t in all honesty say the next 
five hours pass in perfect tranquillity. It’s fair to say the carbon tub 
transmits a bit of hubbub, and noise insulation could be improved. 
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3799ccV8 TT 

562bhp/443lbft 

1409kg 

399bhp/tonne 

1.7* 

3.2* 

6r 

204 


3799cc V8 TT, electric motor 
903bhp/664lb ft 
1490kg 
606bhp/tonne 
1 . 6 * 

2.7* 

5.0* 

217 


McLaren 570s 


B5DS 


Engine 
Power 
Kerbweight 
Power to weight 
0-30mph 
0-60mph 
O-IOOmph 
Top speed 


3799ccV8 TT 

641bhp/500lbft 

1428kg 

449bhp/tonne 

1.7* 

6 . 0 - 

207 


6064cc, VI 2 

627bhp/479lbft 

1140kg 

550bhp/tonne 

1.7 

32 

63 

240 




094 DECEMBER 2015 


^ TOPGEAR.COM 




But if it were, the 570S would be heavier. And that would make it 
slower and less efdeient. As it is, when I stop to fill up after 242 miles, 

I work out IVe averaged almost 25mpg. Pity it’s not the 29.1mpg the 
trip eomputer is telling me I’ve done. But I have no aehes and pains. 

I’m not deaf and the ride and ease of progress has impressed. 

And we’re nearly there. Serra da Estrela, a national park eontaining 
Portugal’s only ski resort, its highest point and the N339. The N339 is 
so good I want to traek down the roads minister and give him a hug. 
That’s until I find the N338. Then I want to have his babies. 

Majestie granite seenery woven together by fabulous ribbons of 
road. Up through the eobbled heights of Govilha we elimb, the 5 70S 
feeling narrow and easy to plaee on the old streets, its gearbox proving 
to have no viees, and finally above the trees to the surrealist land where 
every roundly-weathered roek looks like a Henry Moore seulpture. 

Deep breath, drink it all in, savour the seenery. And... go. We elimb 
and elimb, up beyond 1,600, 1,700, 1,800 metres and yet there’s no sense 
that the 570S, unlike me a few minutes later, is struggling for breath. 

The turbos feel sharp and eager and the power delivery is so... exeiting. 

It pays to use the revs beeause it’s feroeious at the top end, but you 
always feel on top of the performanee beeause the ehassis is so biddable 
and eontrollable. And the brakes are stellar. Palmer had said to me last 
night that “MeLaren wants to own steering feel”. At the time I’d thought 
it was a pompous statement, but now I don’t doubt him. Where Ferrari 
favours steering so quiek it’s almost nervous, this MeLaren feels, well. 


"PUSH HARD AND THE 
57D8 PRDVES IT'S AN 
EVERYDAY CAR, NDT 
A TRACK HERC” 




peerless. It’s feelsome, direet and puts the ear exactly where you want it. 

This feel and sensitivity bring eolossal eonfidenee. It helps that the 
ear never seems to grow around you or lose its agility. Instead you get 
utterly eaught up in the proeess of aeeelerating, braking, steering and 
shifting. Beeause the suspension isn’t trying anything too trieky, it 
feels beautifully natural, and the ear moves with the road. 

Push hard and you’ll find the point where the 5 70S proves it’s an 
everyday ear, not a traek hero. The elarity of eommunieation means 
you sense the surprisingly modest 225-width front tyres starting to 
edge wide before understeer ever beeomes an issue. But it does mean 
you have to be slightly eireumspeet about getting on the power eoming 
out of eorners - too mueh, too soon and you’ll push wide and sense the 
traetion eontrol subtly doing its thing. 

But this is safe, and it’s not like you’re travelling slowly. Here I 
refer baek to where we eame in. This ear has almost surreal sprinting 
ability. And it teams this with a ehassis of astonishing dexterity to 
ereate something really quite speeial indeed. The 570S may not have 
the teehnologieal foeus of the 650S, but driving it, two things strike 
me: the whole spiel about FI teeh in road ears is elaptrap, but what 
FI has undoubtedly given MeLaren’s road-ear department are the 
proeesses neeessary to improve and make ehanges fast. The speed 
of development sinee the 12G arrived has been vast. The 570S is a 
eonfident ear from a eompany that has found its feet. The other thing 
that strikes me? Given a straight ehoiee between the two, I think I’d 
have the 570S. I prefer the way it looks and drives. But ehoosing 
between two MeLarens? That’s not the reason we’re here... 









570S vs RIVALS 



Time for the 570S to 

meet its rivals. Please 
welcome the Porsche 911 
Turbo S and Audi R8 
VI 0 Plus to the stage 


WORDS: OLLIE MARRIAGE / 
PHOTOGRAPHY: MARK FAGELSON 
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* THEY WERE, AND THEY WERE VERY FRIENDLY AND POLITE AND 
EXCITED. EVEN TOOK THEIR GUNS OFF TO SIT IN THE CARS... 


570S vs RIVALS 


hear the Audi R8 a long time before I see it. 
Whole minutes earlier. The hollow, baleful 
wailing rises up the mountains, the sound 
waves washing against the roeks, slipping 
through the ereviees. 

And you know what my first thought is? 

Not “Can’t wait to have a go in that”, more 
“That’s it, the Polieia will be on our ease within 
minutes.”"^ Superears, even those of an 
everyday persuasion, tend to leave things in 
their wake: not least perturbed, talkative loeals 
and readily identifiable sound waves. Espeeially if they’re yellow. 

Unless they’re a Porsehe. The 911 Turbo S rolls up a few minutes later, having 
done the supermarket shop. The baek seats eontain many erisp paekets and 
ehoeolate bars. There are many eorners between supermarket and mountain 
top. I didn’t hear it eoming at all. I eould only identify it as not-another-grey- 
eloud by the four twinkling LEDs in the headlights. 

The 911 Turbo is the original everyday superear. It’s the template for others 
to eopy, the light that guides the way, arguably the reason Audi built the original 
R8 and why we now have a MeLaren 570S. The methods may be different - no one 
else seems eonvineed that slinging an engine behind the rear axle is a good idea 
- but the results are the same: stellar speed, everyday usability. After 40 years 
on sale, those are still the two key selling points for anything that ehallenges it. 

And aren’t these three elosely matehed? Eaeh eosts around £140,000, seoots 
to 60mph in a shave over three seeonds, has a top end around the 200mph mark, 
a boot of around 150 litres and two seats. Exeept the Porsehe, where the kids get 
to join in the fun as well. 


Teehnieally, apart from the faet all have twin-eluteh gearboxes with paddles 
to pull, they go about power produetion in different ways. Both MeLaren and 
Porsehe have 3.8-litre, twin-turbo engines, eight in a vee for the 570S, six 
horizontally opposed for the 911, while the R8, a VIO Plus with harder suspension 
and shorter gear ratios, relies on nothing but natural aspiration to aid its 5.2 litres 
split between 10 eylinders. Just to digress for a moment, the faet Audi has earried 
over the VIO surprises me. Firstly, beeause it’s not a elean and effieient engine; 
seeondly, with BMW giving us the stunning hybrid i8 and Mereedes-AMG the 
brutish, belligerent GT, I thought Audi would be braver, would move the R8 on, 
try to elaim baek teehnologieal momentum. Instead we get entrenehment: a ear 
that looks similar to its predeeessor and has a very similar set of spees. Not that 
I’m eomplaining about natural aspiration - far from it, as we will see - I’m just 
surprised Audi didn’t bow to the inevitable and go turbo. 

No one is shoeked when we eompare notes from our journeys here and diseover 
the Porsehe has used the least fuel, the Audi the most. What does surprise is the 
gulf between them. Flanking the 25mpg MeLaren, over the eourse of 1,200 miles, 
the R8 VIO Plus has aehieved 18.0mpg, the 911 Turbo S a frankly astounding 
Sl.Ompg. The same story will be refleeted over the next two days: we’ll emerge 
from the Serra da Estrela with the Porsehe having returned 13.8mpg, the 
MeLaren 10.3 and the Audi 8.4. In our defenee, the roads are very, very good... 

We’re parked by a seulpture earved into the roek that we’ve instantly 
ehristened The Fallen Madonna with the Big Boobies. It’s a frighteningly 
dated referenee that reveals my age and has the youngest member of our erew 
utterly flummoxed. The pared-baek MeLaren looks the lightest - and it is, by a 
eonsiderable margin. Despite the erisp ereases, the Audi alongside looks heavy 
and bloated, the Porsehe, a porker. Naturally. And yet both have something about 
them. Later I follow the 911 and am struek by its broad, planted, museular stanee. 







570S vs RIVALS 


WHAI'S RAPIDLY BECOMING 
CLEAR 10 THAT THE 5700 IS 
MORE GTS THAN GT' 






and when I see the R8 howling around a eorner, low, wide and 
fully lit, I just think... phwoar! There’s something in its eab-forward 
proportions that’s eager and very nieely judged. 

What really surprises me is that while the MeLaren looks the 
smallest, it’s aetually the longest and widest of these three. The 
reason it feels a tiddler is that, inside, it is. Driver and passenger are 
shunted into the eentre in eosy eompanionship, pressed forwards 
further within the eabin. In the Audi you have spaee, both in front 
and around you. And you have style. It’s got a jaw-droppingly 
beautiful eabin, all effortlessly exeeuted surfaees, stunning 
sereens and dazzling, jewel-like trinketry, just the right side 
of pure deeadenee and artistry. It’s Pagani, by Audi. 

Shame, then, that the pedals are too far up the footwell for 
genuine eomfort. But that’s it, the one eritieism. There’s no ear here 
I’d rather spend time in, and for an everyday superear, that matters. 
In eomparison, the Porsehe feels bland, a workaday 3-Series, and the 
MeLaren, for all its improvements, doesn’t have the quality, artistry 
and eraftsmanship. Though it does have a fabulous driving position. 

But the Audi feels big on the road, whieh makes it harder to 
deploy its eonsiderable foree. And when you do, you have less 
eonfidenee in its responses. The problem here is the optional 
£1,200 Dynamie steering - it’s too light and the variable-ratio 
raek means that the steering beeomes suddenly darty as you turn 
in. It’s therefore hard to aeeurately prediet your trajeetory around 
eorners. At least until you have a fiddle with the endless settings 
and work out Comfort steering is more progressive, if even lighter. 

However, you ean turn the magnetie dampers up to maximum 
Dynamie and not feel the wrath of the road. It is genuinely 
supple. So supple, in faet, that you don’t feel you’re getting all 
the information you might want. The Audi eommunieates in 
broad brushstrokes; the MeLaren, in finely textured detail. 

The 570S isn’t harsh - it’s just positive, and no more 
uneomfortable than the Porsehe. But in terms of mindset and 
approaeh, what’s rapidly beeoming elear is that the 570S is more GTS 
than GT. It wouldn’t, we all agree, have been as easy on the sehlep 
down, and the next day, when the wind howls and sheets of rain 
sweep the landseape, it’s the one that needs the most eireumspeetion 
- rear-wheel drive and Gorsa tyres ensure that. But it’s worth 





it never seems to be working that hard. I always preferred 
the old R8 V8 - it was slower, but had a more savage engine. 

You have to work the VIO hard to get the best from it, but the 
rewards are there. In the Porsehe, as long as you have 2,100rpm 
showing, you’re away with all 5531b ft engaged. The turbos are big 
and take a seeond to spool up, but they don’t half shoulder the 
mid-range aside. I prefer the MeLaren’s approaeh - sharper, fizzier, 
shriller blowers that not only reaet faster, but get more and more 
foreeful at high revs, the engine’s flat motorsport blare hardening 
to a tungsten point. It’s got a top-end hit neither of the others eomes 
elose to matehing. And a ehassis of rare talent. The 5 70S seythes 
along these roads, an instrument of disseetion, pieking them apart 
with its aeeuraey, balanee and flnesse. Neither ean mateh its urgeney, 
nor eome elose to its intoxieating involvement. One thing brings it 
home. It’s night and we’re tumbling baek down the mountain, 
MeLaren leading, Audi behind, Porsehe already dispatehed to And 
an eatery. When we reaeh the bottom, the Audi is heaving and 
puffing with the effort, standard earbon-eeramie brakes smoking. 

The MeLaren? Fitter, leaner... it’s barely worked up a sweat. 

The best ear here, then? To drive, undoubtedly. To live with? 

No. The Audi has a sense of oeeasion to mateh it and a far better 
appointed eoekpit. The Porsehe hits the outer limits of real-world 
speed and praetieality better. So it all depends where you plaee the 
tipping point, where your wants as a driver give way to your needs 
as an owner. For us, it’s the MeLaren. Every time. 


pointing out that this partieular 570S is in a very sporty spee: 
one-pieee moulded seats, 13-grand’s worth of exterior earbon. 

Sport design interior. If it were mine. I’d baek the spee off a bit. 

It wouldn’t diminish dynamies, but it would enhanee habitability. 

If not quite to Porsehe levels. It’s sueh a deeeptive ear, the 911 
Turbo. You see them around, they appear sensible and familiar, and 
people you know who talk about ears say they’re not as responsive 
as a standard 911. And they’re right. Visually, it doesn’t thrill me, at 
£140k it’s a hill of money, and so you ehronieally underestimate it. 

But, jeez, it’s fast. It has at least as mueh real-world paee as the 
others, feels more together and eooperative on a diffieult road than 
the Audi and gets about the plaee in a far more addietive, eompelling 
manner than you expeet. You ean drive it deep into eorners on the 
superb PGGB brakes, and use the vast, vast torque to eome piling 
out the other side. It drives with real eonvietion and harmony. 
Doesn’t quite have the elarity and eommunieation of the MeLaren, 
the stellar steering, ehassis and brake feel, but it’s deeply eapable, 
eonvineing and amusing. What it doesn’t do is get under your skin. 

The beguiling Audi is inferior to drive but for one very important 
asset. Its drivetrain. The VIO reminds us why we love naturally 
aspirated engines. Its response, piek-up and reaeh are majestie, 
it eurdles the air around it. If I have an issue with it, it’s that the 
buttereream note and delivery are so soothing and mellifluous that 


‘IHEMDI Re'S VIO 
GURRIES THE RIR 
ARORHO IT" 




570S vs RIVALS 
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AUDI R8V10 PLUS ■ McLAREN57DS PORSCHE 911 TURRD 


Price: £134,500/ | 

£154,700 (as tested) 

Engine: 5.2-litre n/a VI 0, 
602bhp @ 8250rpnn, 

4131b ft @ 6500rpm 
Kerbweight: 1630kg 
Power to weight: 369bhp/ton 
Performance: 0-60mph 
in 3.2secs*, 205mph vmax 
Transmission: Seven- 
speed DSG, 4WD 
Economy: 23.0mpg, 

287g/km CO 2 


Price: £143,250 / 

£184,620 (as tested) 

Engine: 3799cc twin-turbo 
V8, 562bhp @ 7500rpm, 
4431b ft @ 5000rpm 
Kerbweight: 1409kg 
Power to weight: 399bhp/ton 
Performance: 0-60mph 
in 3.2secs*, 204mph vmax 
Transmission: Seven- 
speed SSG, RWD 
Economy: 26.6mpg, 
249g/km CO 2 


Price: £140,852 / 

£142,939 (as tested) 

Engine: 3800cc twin-turbo 
flat-six, 552bhp @ 6500rpm, 
5531b ft @2100rpm 
Kerbweight: 1605kg 
Power to weight: 344bhp/tor 
Performance: 0-60mph 
in 2.9secs*, 197mph vmax 
Transmission: Seven-speed 
PDK, 4WD 
Economy: 29.1 mpg, 

227g/km CO 2 
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Motorways? Boring. 
B-roads? Better. For the 
ultimate motoring thrill, 
though, do a loop the loop 

WORDS: SAM PHILIP 





F-Pace in a 
rare moment 
of not being 
upside-down 


UKfK .he night before the 
K Frankfurt motor show, 

K 2015. A park on the 

V edge of the city. 

■‘VVatching from ground level, the stunt seems 
oddly... serene. A blue Jaguar F-Pace thumps 
down the damp approach road, enters the 
l9-metre loop and gracefully inverts. In near- 
silence it turns upside down: over, round and 
through. All over in, what, three seconds? 

A strange spectacle, for sure - not 
to mention a world record for the 
biggest loop the loop ever - yet 
curiously tranquil to behold. 

But when stunt driver "nerry 
Grant emerges from the F-Pic# 




a few seconds later to chat with compere Martin 
Brundle, it’s clear things didn’t feel quite so 
tranguil from the driver’s seat. Terry’s voice is 
cracking, his words wobbly. This isn’t what you 
expect from Mr Grant: the holder of 19 driving 
world records, the man who’s done more weird, 
extreme things in cars than anyone else on the 
planet. If a stunt is out of Terry’s comfort zone, 
we’re talking - in the immortal words of Sir Alex 
Ferguson - serious sgueaky-bum time. 


SIX MONTHS EARLIER 

It started, as the best ideas do, with a kids’ toy. 
Playing with his child’s Hot Wheels loop. Jaguar 
global comms boss Rich Agnew wondered if it’d 
be possible to create a life-sized version to launch 
the F-Pace. He contacted Terry, because Terry’s 
the bloke you contact when you want to do 
something silly with a car. “Rich gave me this big 
cheesy grin. I couldn’t say no,” remembers Terry, 
talking to TopGear after the Frankfurt stunt. He 
had built and performed loop the loops before, 
but all had used far smaller and lighter cars than 
the F-Pace. This one would be much bigger. 

Armed with the F-Pace’s vital statistics, Terry 
went off and chatted to his team of engineers to 
see if the stunt was physically possible. The initial 
cfficiiilions showed the loop would have to be 
some 16 metres tall, a vast construction and an 
order of magnitude bigger than anything 
he’d attempted before. Jaguar checked 
tfie record books. The existing record 
was an l8.29-metre double loop, built in 
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2012 by Hot Wheels and driven by TG USA host 
Tanner Foust and Greg Tracy. Terry had been 
involved in the planning and safety for that stunt. 

“Jaguar canne back and said, ‘What if we go for 
the biggest loop in the world? The record,’” says 
Terry. “I thought about it and said, ‘If we can get it 
built. I’m up for it.’ I contacted Tanner and Greg 
to check they were OK with it. They’re buddies of 
mine. Tanner said, ‘Terry, if there’s anyone who 
deserves to have the record, it’s you, not two 
wise-arses from California.’” 

It was decided. The F-Pace loop would 
stand 19.08 metres tall, giving clear air between 
Jaguar and the previous record. The engineers’ 
calculations suggested that, with ballast, the 
structure would weigh 102 tonnes. A team 
of 60 builders got to work. 




THE CAR 

As the ramp was being constructed, so were 
two custom F- Paces. “It’s the first time a car 
of this type had been used for a loop,” explains 
Terry. “All the other cars doing the loop the loop 
are purpose-built. We were attempting something 
that had never been done before.” 

The biggest challenge was the suspension. As 
the F-Pace hit the loop, a 6.5g load would drive 
straight through its wheels into the body. Safety 
regulations dictate road cars’ links and wishbones 
are designed to collapse in a Sg accident, so every 
suspension component on the F-Pace had to be 
removed, reinforced and refitted. 



“We needed the whole thing to squat, 
and stay squatted all the way though the loop,” 
remembers Terry. “If the car had bounced back 
on its suspension, it would have jumped off the 
loop [usually, cars built to do loops have solid 
suspension] so we had to block the suspension out.” 

The modified F-Paces were to look stock from 
the outside, but underneath had full, purpose-built 
roll cages. “The worksmanship was amazing,” says 
Terry. “They looked like touring cars on the inside.” 
The tyres were inflated to a bulging 80psi to stop 
them deforming under the g-force. 

The next question was: just how fast would an 
F-Pace need to travel to get around a 19-metre 
loop without plummeting to the ground? Turns 
out that’s not a straightforward question to answer. 
Many sketches were made and equations devised, 
and it was calculated that Terry’s optimum entry 
speed was 51mph. “They said at 49mph you’ll be 
OK, but you don’t want to be going more than 56.” 

There would be no margin for error. A fraction 
too slow and the car wouldn’t have enough speed 
to complete the loop and would fall off at the top. 

“TOO SLOW 
AND THE 
CAR WOULD 
FALL OFF 
THE LOOP” 


Go in too hot, and the g-force would cause the 
F-Pace to ground out on the ramp, losing speed, 
and also potentially cause Terry to black out. 

To practise the stunt, Terry sourced a 
10-metre loop used in an old Shell stunt, and 
had it installed at RAF Bentwaters, where the 
new mega-loop was also being constructed. 

In the weeks leading up to tackling the record- 
breaking loop, Terry ran the smaller one more 
than 50 times, with brutal physical consequences. 

“It makes you feel horrendous. It’s all the blood 
rushing to your head. The first few times I did it, 

I was peeing blood,” grins Terry. “All your organs 
are getting rattled around. You have to train your 
body, train your mind. It’s like a weightlifter doing 
a jerk.” He embarked on a rigorous training and 
diet regime to ensure he could survive the loop. 

He was also effectively driving one-handed: 
a couple of weeks before, he’d sustained an injury 
when a barrel-roll stunt went wrong, pinning his 
right hand between the top of the steering wheel 
and the collapsed roof of the car. “I’d f***ed up 
my hand in a big way,” he remembers. “I broke two 
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bones but took the option not to get it repaired. 

It would have put me out of action to do the loop.” 

THE FIRST TIME 

D-Day came two weeks before the stunt. That 
was the day Terry and the F-Pace would run the 
19m loop for the first time at Bentwaters. If they 
could do it there, the stunt itself would be fine. 

“We knew the magic number was 51.5mph,” 
says Terry. “Flat-out in second, the F-Pace would 
do 55mph. Perfect. Get the car in second gear, 
mash it, keep my foot in.” 

What could go wrong? Quite a lot, potentially. 
The team calculated a 265-metre runway would 


“WHAT 
COULD GO 
WRONG? 
QUITE A 
LOT...” 



give the F-Pace time to get up to speed, with 
three seconds to spare to make sure Terry had 
time to conduct his pre-flight checks. “If my foot 
slipped off the pedal when upside down, we’d fall 
off the loop. So I had a hand throttle in my left 
hand. Before I hit the loop, I had to push the hand 
throttle on, get back on the steering wheel, check 
the speedo, get my line right. The track wasn’t 
much wider than the car, so I needed my A-game.” 

As Terry’s team assembled for the briefing at 
Bentwaters, nerves were jangling. “The safety 
guys were really worried. If I was upside down, or 
on fire, whatever, how were they going to revive 
me?” says Terry. “I just climbed onto something 
and said: ‘For f**k’s sake, we’re going to set a 
record. I’m going to be fine.’ Everyone started 
smiling. You could see them thinking, ‘Who is this 
prick?’ In a nice way. I said, ‘Guys, we’re going to 
do this. I’m not going to take the escape road.’” 

At the end of the runway, Terry strapped in. 

“I said, ‘I’m ready, let’s do it.’ First, second, 55mph. 
Perfect. I said to them on the radio, ‘I’m going in.’” 

A gang of 100 engineers held their breath. So 
did Terry. The F-Pace inverted into the unknown. 

“Done. Straight through,” says Terry. “I 
remember them screaming at me on the radio, 
they knew I’d done it. I came out of the loop, turned 
around, then drove back to where everyone was. 

I climbed on top of the car, raised my arm in the air. 
For that second I was a hero. Then I put my foot on 
the button that set the fire extinguishers off...” 

THE FINAL STUNT 

Pratice over, all that was left to do was simply 
dismantle the ramp, ship it and the cars over 
to Frankfurt, reconstruct the whole thing 
and perform the stunt again. This time in 
front of the world’s media. 

The plan was perfect, apart from the fact 
it poured with rain before the stunt, requiring 
the team to completely repaint the ramp with 
grippier paint. And extend the runway by 80 
metres - using makeshift wood, pallets, anything 
they could find - to make sure the F-Pace could 
get up to speed on the sopping surface. 

“The thing was wheelspinning the whole way 
down the runway,” says Terry of the final, televised 
stunt. “And when the car was completely upside 
down, I was doing 15mph but the speedo went 
up to SOmph. I was getting wheelspin because the 
wheels left the ground. That’s how close we were.” 

Does that explain the emotion, the cracking 
voice in his post-loop interview? “No, I was calm. 
The emotions were there because I hadn’t let 
down everyone involved, everyone who’d worked 
so hard. Everything hit me at once. It’s the biggest 
stunt I’ve ever done. What do you do next?” 

What indeed? Probably a few more loops: 
with the vast structure slated for destruction after 
its stunt, Terry convinced Jaguar to let him buy 
it, to be shipped back to Britain piece by piece. 

“I don’t have a plan for it yet,” he admits. “But I 
couldn’t let it go to the scrapheap in Frankfurt...” 


BABY 


BMW M2 


B E E M E R 

Small but perfectly formed - the new M2 
is the baby M car with muscles to spare 


JACKRIX/ ALEX HOWE 




ear M cars, youVe changed. This is as hard for 
me to write as it is for you to read, but lately IVe 
found myself longing for the good old days when 
you werenT quite so confused. It used to be so 
simple, so effortless - a naturally aspirated engine, 
rear-wheel drive and away we went. Now you spread yourself so 
thinly Pm scared youVe forgotten who you are or where you came 
from. And it^s eating me up inside. 

There are shards of light, sure: the M3 and M4 adhere to the 
racecar technology distilled for the road philosophy that your 
legacy is built upon, but the X5M and X6M? Really? What’s next, 
an M5 with four-wheel drive? Pray I never see the day. 

What you need is something compact, something attainable, 
something that reminds us nobody can strip away the peripheries 
and focus on handling quite like you. You need something that 
shoots a glance at the past but has four wheels firmly in the present. 
Something that tells us who you really are and what you’re capable 
of. Something that gives us the fizz. 

Yours, ^ 

sJftdC 




You are gawping at the new BMW M2, a 2-Series Coupe with 
the firepower of an intereontinental ballistie missile and the new 
baby of the M Division. Engine up front, smouldering tyres out 
baek and arehes swollen like a boxer’s eyelid - it’s a well-worn 
formula that ean be traeed baek to the Seventies, but one that’s 
resisted the deeay of time. It would appear, then, that BMW has 
answered our prayers. 

For eontext, and beeause it’s possibly the most badass model 
to eome out of Munieh, ever, we’ve brought along a ’73 2002 
Turbo. Although not an M ear per se, it’s a stimulating exereise 
on two levels: firstly beeause any opportunity to run your eye 
over the Turbo’s botoxed silhouette is a ehanee you need to 
take, but also beeause while the paee of development has been 
fieree over the last 40 or so years, these two maehines aren’t 
so different at all. 

Both have single-turbo petrol engines under the bonnet 
driving the rear wheels - the 2002 has four eylinders, the M2 
six. Both have manual gearboxes - the 2002 four speeds, the 
M2 six. Both have enough grunt to stiek with a Porsehe 911 





of their day, and both have been on a high-protein diet and 
pushing some tin. Build quality, weight, eleetronie innovation, 
raw power - all these things have improved and inereased 
exponentially, but the basie paekage remains... beeause it’s 
just so inherently right. 

ril admit to a slight sense of deflation on first aequaintanee 
with the M2, the dimly lit studio neatly refleeting my mood. 
Whereas its predeeessor, the 1-Series M Coupe, had a freakish 
quality and a bulldog-like stanee, the insanity has been turned 
down a noteh this time around. All the neeessary elements are 
there: widened arehes and traek (63mm wider than the M235i 
at the front, 69mm at the rear) immediately elevate it above the 
eooking 2-Series, the ravenous-looking front bumper fulfils the 
mini-M4 brief from the front and quad ehrome exhaust tips 
protrude like inquisitive rifle barrels at the baek, but the IM’s 
visual sueker puneh has been lost along the way. 

It’s as if the M2’s inflated outline was eoneeived long ago, 
on the same drawing board as the standard 2-Series and so 
has a finesse and eohesion that the eruder IM never did. It’s 


a shame beeause unsophistieated isn’t neeessarily undesirable 
- just look at the 2002 Turbo’s bolted-on arehes and glued-on 
front spoiler - more iPhone eameras were pointed at them on 
the day than the vaguely apologetie M2. 

No apologies required for the engine - a 365bhp, 3.0-litre, 
straight-six brute. A development of the M235i’s single-turbo 
unit (rather than a detuned version of the twin-turbo you’ll find 
in an M4), it’s pimped up with higher-spee pistons, erankshaft 
bearings and spark plugs from its bigger brother. It eoughs up 
maximum power at 6,500rpm, red-lines SOOrpm later and for 
short bursts on overboost ean ehurn out 3691b ft of torque 
between l,450rpm and 4,750rpm. 

While the manual-only 335bhp 1-Series M Coupe tieked 
off 0-62mph in 4.9 seeonds - and that was a proper little 
fireeraeker - the M2 takes just 4.5 seeonds with a manual 
gearbox. With launeh eontrol aetivated on the DCT twin- 
eluteh and the afterburners fully lit, that’s trimmed to an 
Audi RS3-matehing 4.3 seeonds. Top speed? It’s 155mph 
as standard or 168mph if you shell out for the M Driver’s 


**Both the M2 and 2002 have 
beep on a high-protein diet 
and pushing some tin” 







f - Engine: 3.0-litre 6cyl turbo, 
365bhp, 3691b ft 

Performance: 0-62mph in 4.3secs, 
155mph vmax 

Transmission: 7spd DCT, RWD 
Economy: 36.0mpg, 199g/km CO 2 
Length/width/height: 
4468/1 854/141 0mm 
Weight: 1595kg 
Price when new: £46,575 
On sale: April 2016 


Engine: 2.0-litre 4cyl turbo, 
168bhp, 1731b ft 

Performance: 0-62mph in 6.9secs, 
131mph vmax 

Transmission: 4spd manual, RWD 
Economy: 27.0mpg 
Length/width/height: 
4220/1 620/141 0mm 


Weight: 1080kg 
Price when new: £4,299 



BMW M2 


package, although for that BMW kicks in a track day. Who 
knows? You might actually get to use it. 

Ah, so you noticed. Yep, the M2 comes with a choice of 
seven-speed twin-clutch DCT lifted directly from the M4 
or a six-speed manual - a major USP in the rarefied world of 
mega hatches and hot coupes in which it’s destined to compete. 
BMW calls out the Audi RS3 and Mercedes-Benz CLA 45 AMG 
as its opposite numbers (we’d throw the Porsche Cayman in 
there too, despite its lack of rear seats), but neither has the 
M2’s trump card. And as if to justify the costly engineering 
decision, BMW is predicting a 50/50 split between sales of the 
two transmissions in the UK. Unlike the IM that was limilt-d 
to 450 right-hand-drive models full stop, there’s no cap on the 
M2. Around 400 to 500 units will wing their way to us every 
year, so the logic behind broadening the M2’s appeal is sound. 

As is BMW’s decision to include a most un-Germanic 
sounding Smokey Burnout mode that “invites the driver to 
indulge in a degree of rear-wheel spin while the car is moving 
at low speeds.” Anything that encourages a bit of light-hearted 
hooliganism is fine by us, but when did switching the t/c oil and 
giving it a bootful become old hat? Oh God, I’m getting old. 

Now, electronically monitored burnouts and launch-assisted 
0-62mph times are all well and good, but the M2 needs to do 
much more than just drag race - we’ve got the one-trick Audi 
RS3 for that. Luckily, the BMW’s fundamentals are as solid 
as your nan’s Christmas cake. The front and rear axles are 
borrowed from the M3 and M4, that means all-aluminium 
suspension - a major contribution to the 35kg weight saving 
over an M235i - and an electronically controlled diff that 
boosts traction but more importantly, drifting potential. 


ARCH VILLAINS 



MERCCLK67SLACK 


A family of four could 
comfortably live 
under its arches 



PEUGEOT205T16 

GrOu^ G ifwc.il 
with Fir«ithil could 
twal tow your kidi 



BRABU£B43S«X6 

Count them - six 
carbon-fibre canopies 

art wall worth t pnz* 



LANCIA DELTA KF 

Rally pedigree made 
big-arch peacocking 
acceptable 


The M2 sits 10mm lower on its fixed-rate springs and dampers 
than the standard 2-Series, but no closer to the tarmac than the 
M235i, while mixed Michelin Pilot Super Sport tyres (245/35 
front and 265/35 rear) should provide rock-solid rear-end grip 
but maintain a sense of front-end precision. 

Perhaps surprisingly, BMW isn’t following Audi’s lead 
and offering optional carbon-ceramic brakes at huge expense. 
Instead you get compound discs that combine steel and 
aluminium, measuring 380mm across at the front and 370mm 
at the rear. The exhaust is switchable, so there’s electronically 
controlled fiaps that mean the M2 won’t embarrass the kids on 
the school run, or make your ears bleed on the motorway. 

I’ll probably end up in a dank prison cell beneath Munich 
for telling you this, but having heard the M2 ignite its cylinders 
in tile studio, I can confirm it sounds suitably burly. The real 
fire^t'orks will happen when you go chasing the rev-limiter, 
of course, and BMW’s product manager confirmed there are 
snorts and explosions on downshifts with the DGT gearbox. 

He should know - he’s been fanging around in a prototype for 
the last few months. 

Brace yourself, though, it’s not cheap. Stick with the manual 
and you’ll be relieved of £44,070; order the DGT version and 
you’ll be £46,575 lighter - that’s more than either the RS3 or 
the GLA 45 AMG. But here’s the idea - it comes with all the 
equipment you need, plus there’s only one set of 19in wheels 
to choose from, one interior design and four colours - blue, 
black, white or grey. It means BMW can build them faster 
so buyers can get their hands on one sooner and get down 
to the important bit - driving it. This is good. Good enough 
to restore faith? We’ll find out at Laguna Seca in February, f/d 



**Unlike the IM, there’s 
no cap on production for 
right-hand-drive M2s” 
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he immaculate BMW 2002 Turbo Fm currently 
clinging to is one of only nine currently registered 
in the UK - that makes it three times rarer than a 
LaFerrari on these shores - and minters like this are 
now swapping hands for upwards of £60,000. Given its 
short wheelbase and primitive KKK turbocharger lashed to a 2.0-litre 
motor, it also has a reputation for swapping ends if you’re not on high 
alert for the arrival of the boost. 

Designed to tap the obvious potential in the 2002’s chassis, only 
1,672 were ever built between 1973 and 1975 - each one receiving a 
calculated makeover from the engineering department with bigger 
brakes, a limited-slip differential, wider tyres and a 40bhp hike over 
the tii. And then the design department indulged in too many steins 
and set about reshaping the exterior. I mean, just look at it - those 


riveted arches, that snow-shovel front spoiler and the full-length decals 
are full-on bonkers and still have the power to shock today. 

If we had more time to play with, Fd probably rethink our choice of 
corner. Call me a wuss, but a blind exit, off-camber, tight right-hander 
smothered liberally in cowpats on a moist October afternoon doesn’t 
scream “Faster, Jack, faster.” It has more of a “Don’t crash, you ham-fisted 
imbecile, or you will lose your job, your house and your wife” kind of a 
feel. Still, the clock is ticking, so I grit my teeth and stick to the plan. 

Fm insured up to the eyeballs, but the thought of spannering this 
high-value classic is making my palms sweat and my bowels gurgle. 

For the first few minutes, Fm like an antelope with a lion smacking its 
chops nearby: ears pricked listening for the whoosh of the turbo before 
it uncorks its full force, foot feathering the throttle like a surgeon’s hand, 
eyes on stalks - one analysing the road for dung-related friction changes. 





BMW 2002 TURBO 



Interior from a time 
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the other seanning the horizon for oneoming traffie. It’s a full-on 
job driving an old-timer like this. 

The first barrage of sensations is unsettling, to say the least. 

For starters, there’s huge play in the steering wheel so it flops 
about in your hands like a dead fish as you pinball off lumps and 
undulations in the road. It’s noisy as hell, too - not just the engine 
but the tyres, the ereaking body and the wind pummelling the 
upright windsereen and near-vertieal front end. At anything 
below lOmph, the non-assisted steering requires bleeps like 
loaves of bread and the four-speed manual gearbox has so mueh 
slaek that seleeting a gear is a eoin toss. Meanwhile, the arthritie 
eluteh pedal triggers a laetie aeid eonvention in my left thigh. 

And then it elieks. Intimidation elears the way for elation, 
and I’m hustling along at unruly speeds. You see, peel baek the 
unfamiliar faeade of old-ear quirks - bloek them out, in faet - and 
what you’re left with is a performanee ear whose fundamentals 
are still relevant and measurable against today’s erop. Case in 
point being the 168bhp engine. 

Considering this was the first German series produetion ear to 
employ a turboeharger, you’d expeet to be able to pop the kettle 
on before the turbo wakes up, but it’s a lot perkier than that. A 
low drone turns to a buzz overladen by an intensifying hiss as 
the turbo spools, then at 4,000rpm - the delivery point for peak 
torque of 1731b ft - you get the hit of the whole fruit. Windows 
down to make the most of the rasping pea-shooter exhaust, 
there’s a smaek of forward momentum eomparable with a modern 
warm hateh. With a laek of insulation from the outside world, 
though, it feels a heek of a lot faster than that. 

What really builds my eonfidenee is a laek of spikiness in 
the power eurve - it’s more of a smooth bulge than an abrupt 
onslaught. Emboldened by its exeeptional balanee in the eorners, 
and the faet that it only wants to bite my head off if I behave like 
a fool, I start burying the throttle at eaeh apex so the turbo is 
primed at the exit. It beeomes rhythmie: swinging it around 

*The steering wheel 
flops around in your 
hands like a dead fish** 




eorners, opening the taps down the straights, elimbing on the 
front dises and rear drums harder than you first think. And repeat. 

Even the steering - trueulent at low speeds and frankly useless 
around the dead-ahead - has eome to life. Push through the slaek 
and you feel it bite, a physieal eonneetion to the plump front tyres 
- and you ean lean on them hard beeause you’re fully aware if 
they’re about to wash wide. I want to drive it harder - I’m gelling 
with it now. Even the firm bolsters on the squishy vintage sport 
seats are perfeetly moulded to my love handles. 

Just as a meaningful relationship is forming, it’s dashed against 
the roeks. Dwindling light and a fuel needle wagging forlornly 
around empty foree our hand - we hand baek the keys and stare 
longingly as it parps over the brow of the hill. The new M2 has the 
poteney and teeh to roek our world, but if it ean muster half the 
eharisma of the 2002 Turbo it’ll be the best M ear for a generation. 

A big thank you to Dan and Laura at Munich Legends for arranging 
the loan of the car. For more info go to www.munichlegends.co.uk 


116 DECEMBER 2015 


^ TOPGEAR.COM 









BMW M-CARS 





How can one letter hold such a fascination 
for petrolheads? It’s all down to past form... 

WORDS: TOM FORD PHOTOS: ROWAN HORNCASTLE 

BMW’s Motorsport or 'M-Power’ division has long been a staple of the top 
ten most desirable on any self-respeeting petrolhead’s dream list. Why? 
Beeause its maehines tend to be brilliantly engineered, eminently usable 
daily drivers, with the ability to put a smile on your faee on any journey. 
They also tend to be relatively subtle (M3 GTS exeepted), reliable and 
properly quiek. They’re also within reaeh. The good thing about having 
a long, mass-produeed history is that there are loads of older M-ears that 
are now very reasonable money. Whieh means you ean have a little pieee 
of legendary metal in the garage, without breaking the bank... 
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BMW M-CARS 




tt started by aoddenL^ 


ounded in 1972, BMW 
^ Motorsport is actually a fully 
fledged subsidiary of BMW 
originally intended to handle its racing 
exploits, starting off with the legendary 
3.0-litre GSL back in the early Seventies. It 
wasn’t long before ‘M -badged and tweaked 
machinery (usually, engine, suspension and 
styling/aero upgrades) arrived, though 
1978’s Ml was more a racing car 
converted to road use than an 
upgraded road car, something 
that is probably more realistically 
encapsulated by the M535i in 1979. 

These days, it’s a legendary 
outfit, having made some of the 



most accessible fieal-world’ performance 
cars ever. It supplied the 6.0-litre V12 for 
the McLaren FI, has competed in - and 
won - many kinds of motorsport and 
currently M-Powers (sorry) most of the 
BMW range in some form or another. 

As with most of the famous in-house 
tuners, there’s been a little bit of liberty 
taken in terms of the badging, though. 

The famous ‘M’ badge also denotes 
‘M’ styling and aecessories, so the 
only ‘real’ M cars tend to have the 
three-striped M before the model 
designation (M2, M3, M4, M5, 

M6, etc). Anything else is lager 
in a ehampagne glass. 


M1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 timeline 


Ml (E26) MB35CSi (E24) 

1978-1981 1984-1989 

3.5-litre straight-six, 275bhp 3.5-litre straight-six, 

Number built: 456 256/283bhp 

Nunib«r built: 5,859 



M5 (E28) 

1984-1988 

3.5-litre straight-six, 282bhp 
Number built: 2,191 





M5 (E34) 

1988-1995 

3.6-litre/3.8-litre straight- 
six, 311bhp/336bhp 
Number built: 11,336 
(saloon), 891 (estate) 



M Roadsie: [E 36 in 

1996-2002 

M Coupe imii) 

1996-2002 

S-2 • litn stnighft ' mn, 317bhp 
Number built: 6,^8 (Coupe), 
15375 (Roadster) 




MESSi [E12) 


1979-1984 

3.5-litre straight-six, 216bhp 
Number built: 1,410 



ME35I (E?B) 
1985-1988 

3.5-litre straight-six, 215bhp 
Number built: 9,483 



M3 (E3a] 


1986-1991 

2.3-litre/2. 5-litre four-cylinder, 

191bhp/234bhp 

Number built: 16,202 


90s 



M3 (E3G) 


1992-1999 

3.0-litre/3.2-litre straight-six, 
239bhp/317bhp 
Number built: 71,242 
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M3 IE4B1 

2000-2006 

3.2'lrtre vtnight-six, 

339bhp 

Humbar bui^ B5,744 





M5 (E39) 

1998-2005 
5.0-litre V8,396bhp 
Number built: 20,482 


M3 CSL 

2004 

3.2-litre straight-six, 
355bhp 

Number built: 1,400 



MB (EB3/4) 

2005-2010 
5.0-litre V10,503bhp 
Number built: 5,070 


M3 (E90) 

2007-2015 
4.0-litre V8,416bhp 
Number built: 9,606 
(saloon), 39,954 (coupe), 
16,219 (convertible) 


M5 (FIO) 

2011 - present 
4.4-litre bi-turbo V8, 
558bhp 

Number built: n/a 


M6 (F12/13) 

2012 - present 
4.4-litre bi-turbo V8, 
558bhp 

Number built: n/a 




MB (EBO/1) 


2004-2010 
5.0-litre V10,503bhp 
Number built: 19,522 (saloon), 
1,025 (estate) 



24 M ffoadster (EBB) / 

Coupe (E8B) 

2006-2008 

3.2-litre straight-six, 339bhp 
Number built: 4,275 (Coupe), 
5,070 (Roadster) 



IM Coupe (E82) 

2011-2012 

3.0-litre straight-six, 338bhp 
Number built: 6,342 



M3/M4 (F80/F32) 

2014 - present 
3.0-litre bi-turbo 
straight-six, 422bhp 
Number built: n/a 
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The ones to look out for 


he difference between duffer and desirable is a bit moot 
with older M-cars, as there isn’t really a bad car among 
them. So the usual caveats apply when looking for 
something that won’t lose money, or might even 
appreciate by a bob or two. First, rarity. Anything 
limited attracts value, though we’re talking about real change, not just 
some of the more ©bscure paint and trim combos. And yes, an Ml is 
both fast and rare, but you’ll already find 'POA’ on most of the listings, 
which means us normal humans can’t get anywhere near one. 

So things like M3 CSL, CS and GTS are good bets, cars that have 
limited production, extra speed and geek-chic cachet - though you’ll still 


be looking at significant cash for any of those. Something like a good- 
condition M635CSi is also a decent shout - a little overlooked at the 
moment, but with under 6,000 built, that’s likely to change. The IM 
Coupe is already making the same prices it was originally sold for in 2011 
- meaning that it has bottomed out already - and looking at the relative 
prices of M Coupes and Roadstersf good ones are starting to creep ever 
upwards compared with even a couple of years ago. 

Second, and rather obviously, is condition: even though there are 
lots of companies that can service and restore performance BMWs, an 
original, good-condition, early car is still worth more than something even 
sympathetically modified - so beware bodykits and dubious 'upgrades’. 




Number built: 5,859 
Average value: £20k-£30k 
(though a 50k-miler is more like £35k) 

Its an E24 Six powered by the M88 motor from the Ml, 
so what’s not to like? With over 280bhp and a dry weight of 
just over 1,500kg, these GTs were no slouch back in 1984: 
0-60mph in around 6.4secs and a 158mph top end. And 
they’re starting to look seriously good now, Paul Bracq 
and Manfred Rennen’s sharky-nose design entering 
the desirable plane of ‘retro’ rather than just 
‘old’. Prices have been gently rising for a 
while now, and they aren’t going 
to get lower. 


^ f' ■ 
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*Xars that 
have limited 
production, extra 
^ speed and geek- 
^ chic cachet** 


HCIO UPE 


;E8 2) 2011-2012 

Number built: 6,542 
Average value: £40k 

Called the IM to avoid confusion with the Ml 
supercar, this little 1 -Series Coupe was an instant 
hit. Bigger, wider body and specific bodykit, plus 
a turbocharged straight-six and manual box. The IM 
managed 338bhp and 3321b ft, and it was a bit 
lighter than standard at under 1,500kg. It 
cost £40k when new, and prices are staying 
at that level for medium miles - so 
expect this car to start to rise 
very soon. 


M5 

(E60/1) 2004-2010 

Number built: 19,522 (saloon), 

1,025 (estate) 

Average value: £16-20k 

A saloon car with a V10? A big deal in 2005, and 
the E60s 5.0-litre was matched to either a single- 
clutch SMG semi-auto in Europe or a 6spd manual in 
the US (the SMG being an option). It was quick - 
0-62 in under 5 and, when derestricted, a 
200mph car. Plus, you could get it in estate 
form in Europe, which led to some 
surprised pets. Best bit? It’s still 
affordable. 




M3 CSL 

2004 

Number built: 1,400 
Average value: £70k (£60k six months ago!) 

The Coupe Sport Lightweight appeared in 2004 with 
either silver or black paint, 110kg lighter than the M3 and 
featuring a general loss of sound-deadening. It also got lots 
of CFRP bits - including the roof, before it was standard- 
fit on later M3s - better suspension and brakes plus a 
racier engine tune. You can ID them by the subtle 
ducktail bootlid and the front-bumper intake, as 
well as the multi-spoke 19in BBS wheels. 

Beware clones! Likely to become 
unaffordable soon. 








JACK OF All TRADES? 



The MX-5 killed its cheap roadster rivals 
long ago. Now it fights a war on three fronts 
against a new wave of talented opposition 




WORDS: OLLIE KEW / PHOTOGRAPHY: LEE BRIMBLE 





TEST 1: THE B-ROAD 
FACE-OFF 

Yes, the MX-5 has drained the bargain roadster gene pool, then 
eonereted over it. RIP MR2, less so MG TR But the entry-level drivers’ 
ears are still to be found, albeit in different, less eomparable forms. 

Take the almost identieally prieed Ford Fiesta ST: to hot hatehes what 
the Mazda MX-5 is to sports ears. Not in having a long and eherished 
lineage (there’ve been one or two dud hot Fiestas) but beeause it is, 
right now, the default. Cheap enough to be attainable, praetieal enough 
to be usable, and laugh-out-loud good to drive. And, ultimately, not that 
ehallenging. You eould outgrow both, but in the proeess, you’d feel you’d 
wrung 100 per eent out of them every time a white eirele biseeted by a 
blaek diagonal streak shrunk into the rear-view mirror. 

The Fiesta remains a bargain. This one is a top-of-the-range ST-3, 
heaping keyless entry, automatie lights and wipers plus eontrols of the 
eruise and elimate variety into the dated, fussy eabin - and it’s still 
under twenty grand, but for a handful of options. We’re missing the 
£599 Mountune tune-up to 212bhp and 2151b ft, whieh is good news 
for this 2.0-litre, most powerful version of the new MX-5. You have 
to applaud Mazda for stieking to natural aspiration, and a fanatieal 
attention to weight-saving that brings this MX-5 in 163kg lighter than 
the Ford, preeisely none of whieh keeps it on the Fiesta’s eoat-tails. 
Dashing up and down the B4560 while snapper Lee bags pietures. 

I’m serambling to stay in shot with the Ford. Deep reserves of torque 
from that earnest-sounding burblebox up front and the Fiesta’s lighter 
gearehange just unloek more point-to-point paee. It still feels like lots 
of power in a little ear (ignore the 179bhp elaim - it overboosts to 
197bhp). Naughty. Exaetly the eharaeter you want from a fast Ford. 

However, the Fiesta really demands you assume its attaek-attaek 
attitude and forgive the foibles. For one thing, the way you sit feels 
entirely wrong after the inherent rightness of the Mazda’s arse-on- 
axle, straight-leg reeline. The Reearos eouldn’t be grippier if they were 
upholstered in flypaper, but sitting high betrays the faet you’re not in a 
dedieated driver’s ear here. It’s an unavoidable eompromise. Worse is 
the ride. You’re usually so oeeupied ehueking the Fiesta around like an 
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FORD FIESTA ST-3 

Price: £19,545 (£20,1 20 « tested) 
Engine: 1596cc 4cyl turbo, 

179bhp @ 5750rpm, 

2141b ft @1500-5000rpm 
Performance: 0-62mph 
in 6.9secs, 139mph vmax 
Transmission: 6spd manual, FWD 
Economy: 47.9mpg, 138g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1163kg 


MAZDA MX-5 2.0 SE-LNAV 

Price': £20,695 (£21,255 attested) 
Engine: 1998cc 4cyl, 

158bhp @ 6000rpm, 

1471b ft @ 4600rpm 
Performance: 0-62mph 
in 7.3secs, 133mph vmax 
Transmission: 6spd manual, RWD 
Economy: 40.9mpg, 161g/knfrCO^ 
Weight: 1000kg 







Eighties hatch, the rock-hard ride is a footnote, a means to an end you 
tolerate. Here, the MX-5 opens your eyes to the boons of a more pliable, 
breathable chassis, and avoids interfering with the wheel or pummelling 
your back like an over-excited sparring partner. 

Few ‘sporty’ cars are as good to drive when you’re not driving it 
quickly as the MX-5. Just let the ball-topped gearlever roll around in the 
palm of your hand, clicking in three gearchanges where maybe only two 
were strictly necessary. It says “I’ve been set up to actually work on a 
road, like suspension used to before it became a marketing tool”. And 
being rear-wheel drive, there’s more to explore in a sensible comfort 
zone. Yes, the Fiesta is keener to flaunt its rear than Mrs Kanye West, 
and adjusting your lines with a trailbrake and excitable turn-in is 
addictive. But it’s quite a passive way to feel a car move around beneath 
you - those cheeky little sidesteps are over as quick as they’ve begun, 
and because the car will naturally self-correct as it accelerates from the 
turn, you’ve ultimately got less to do. 

Get the MX-5 loaded up, and you can actually extend and alter its 
squiggliness. Savour it. And all without going antisocially quickly. You’re 
aware the ST is the more serious bit of kit, which is odd given in most 
company it’s the playful tearaway. Maybe it’s that alarming-looking 
but entirely manageable body lean, or the fact the roof comes off, but 
the MX-5 really doesn’t take itself that seriously. It won’t punish your 
mistakes, and I love the accessibility that offers. 

Ultimately, the Fiesta is the car that dumps a higher concentration 
of dopamine in your bloodstream. In a straight line, out of every turn, it 
demolishes the Mazda, and though it feels livelier under braking (handy 
for turn-in), it shrugs off its extra flab and stops convincingly too. I’ll 
never stop respecting the fact Ford gave it a bodykit-by-numbers suit, 
a new steering wheel and seats, then locked the marketing chaps in 
a cupboard and set about the engine, gearshift quality, brakes and 
handling. In a nutshell, that’s why the Fiesta is here representing the 
small hot-hatch breed, and the newer, pokier Clio RS Trophy is not. 
There’s no denying, though, that the Mazda’s greater dexterity on rough 
surfaces (which, let’s face it, goes hand in hand with most B-roads) 
helps And a few priceless chinks in the armour of a world-class hot 
hatch. Ask yourself: how much are you going to use the back seats? 
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Optimistic, aren’t we? Brits, I mean. Buy more cabriolets 
than any other country in Europe, we do, despite something 
like 120 rainy days a year. And we like our purchases to succeed 
as trinkets too. Apparently when Vauxhall sold the folding 
tin-top Tigra, dealers considered offering stick-on fabric 
segments for the metal roof, as owners complained it wasn’t 
obvious enough to onlookers the roof was retractable. It nicely 
distills the point that most people couldn’t give a monkey’s 
which wheels are being driven or whether or not the air being 
inducted into the engine is at atmospheric pressure. They want a 
hotly desirable object, and that’s a game Audi has become highly 
skilled at playing. Look at that TT. It’s a delivery vehicle for the 
very latest in trendy LED signatures, with an image to die for. 

Or is it? Midway through shooting the XT’s interior, it’s 
seized upon by a curious group of girls midway through a night 
out in Cardiff town. Straw-poll time. Our impromptu judging 
panel recoils with upturned noses when they discover the Audi is 
thirty-three grand. They prefer the daintier Mazda, which stars 
in more selfies as a result. But the waiters who inquisitively 
scuttle out of the Indian restaurant opposite for a look gravitate 
to the Audi, “because it’s smart and expensive”. 

Let’s rattle off some point-scoring. The XT’s heater is only 
just adequate for topless British motoring, while the Mazda’s 
will roast your knuckles and soften the soles of your shoes. The 
Audi’s £325 heated seats are feeble, but this MX-5 didn’t have 
them at all. This is a sin. Heated seats are a folly in every car 
except a cabrio, and I’d rather bum-warmers as standard in 
the MX-5 than cruise, climate or traction control. Mind you, 
the Mazda at least offers a comfortable chair. I’ve racked up 
considerable mileage in several TTs this year and, just like the 
others, this one’s lumbar-lacking suede jobs knackered my back. 





MX-5 vs THE WORLD 



Then again, an S line TT on (£450) 19-inchers has all the 
give of Boris Johnson on a primary school rugby field. And 
for what purpose? Did an engineer discover at the eleventh 
hour that the MMI switches possessed a greater tactility and 
precision than his woolly gearshift and hyper-quick steering, 
and so demand that Vorsprung durch Schportiness was injected 
by filling the dampers with sand? 

Send the Audi on the offensive, and it begins to undo the 
MX-5, which is noisier than wing-walking whatever you do with 
the roof. The Audi’s triple-layer soft-top is beautifully insulated, 
and even without deploying the elegant (£425) wind deflector, 
it’s less turbulent inside. More headroom too - I wanted to avoid 
hairdresser gags until the MX-5 flattened my Simon from The 
Inbetweeners do. The MX-5’s roof is a device to stop you getting 
wet, but that’s about it. Life in here is altogether more intimate. 
You raise your hand in a gesture of thanks to another driver for 
giving way (it happens), and your nails brush the windscreen. 

Its entirely manual toupee is easier to lift than Donald Trump’s. 
Hopping in from the TT is like taking off a puffer jacket and 
slipping on some thermals. Less isolating but less cumbersome. 

Thing is, the TT is a two-seater with a removable roof, which 
does not a sports car make. Take its unusually flat Golf GTI 
powertrain, for example. The zesty exhaust parp is the opposite 
of the car’s styling - the good stuff is saved for the outside. It’s 
quick - quick enough to clause the heaviest, widest-tyred car 
in this group traction headaches - but does a topless TT really 
need 227bhp? If I were a totting chap. I’d wager the sub-200bhp, 
sub-£30k 1.8-litre TT is just as appropriate. And won’t land you 
on a speed-awareness course before topping second gear. 

Cynics will argue the MX-5 is for those who can’t afford a 
TT. Perhaps. The Audi’s technology and ambience annihilate 
the Mazda’s. But it also beckons those who can’t - or daren’t 
- appreciate the MX-5. Only the Mazda is a legitimate sports car. 




MX-5 vs THE WORLD 



TEST 3: TRACK ANTICS 

Why is it you look at these two and just assume the GT86 is the 
more serious, proper driver’s ear? Beeause it has a hard-top? 
Beeause of Toyota’s baek eatalogue of rear-drive eoupes? Pity the 
MX-5 at your peril. Yes, the Mazda is 39bhp down, but the torque 
gap is an ineonsequential 41b ft, and the MX-5 is 275kg (!) lighter. 
The Mazda also rides on proper rubber, its Bridgestone Potenzas 
elawing more grip just about everywhere than the Toyobaru’s 
infamous Miehelin Primaeys. Yeah, the Prius tyre. As a result, 
the MX-5 lapped the tremendous little Llandow Gireuit half a 
seeond faster than the GT86. Not that this test is about data - 
raw speed was at the bottom of the priority list when these two 
were being developed. But it just goes to show the Zeitgeist’s 
supposedly girlier MX-5 is no fairy eake. 

In faet, at times, it’s a bit of a hooligan. The sheer amount 
of bodyroll looks eomieal, but on board you’ve got to trust it’ll 
stiek and stay on the ball, beeause the shorter wheelbase and 



less forgiving tyre breakaway mean when the lolloping body 
transfers its momentum into a slide, it goes quiekly, and the 
altogether faster steering doesn’t go out of its way to warn you. 
While the MX-5 laeks the Toyota’s sense of the eentre of gravity 
being somewhere around the floormats, its stiekier tyres nail its 
front end more eonvineingly to the road. In the Toyota, leaning 
on the front hard through the fast right-handers at Llandow is 
a bit of a guessing game, beeause the fronts want to serub wide. 

That slight vagueness is a pay-off for Toyota’s philosophy 
of redueing the ear’s grip, and remains at odds with a keener, 
wrist-roll turn-in and none of the Mazda’s spinnaker body roll. 

The MX-5 never, ever understeers, but it, not the GT86, is the 
keenest to slide at the rear. So mueh for the Toyota being the 
modern-day oversteer hero, the ear to bring those delightfully 
naughty squiggles baek to the people. I like that, beeause I’m 
no drift hero but like to at least feel that I ean agitate a ear a 
tad. Ollie Marriage takes the GT86 baek to Llandow’s pits 
having performed the smoky drift shots and notes both of 
these supposedly underpowered rear-drivers will slide far 
further on the throttle than he’d predieted. 

This one is by far the sweetest ’86 I’ve yet driven. Be wary of 
ears that haven’t done enough miles to give their best. For me, 
the D-4S boxer still sounds like a bear eomplaining into a filing 
eabinet, but at least the drone tapers into a deeent zing of response 
as the eentral taehometer revolves past 5,500rpm. There’s a mueh 
greater appetite for revs in the Toyota’s purer sports-ear engine 
than there is from the Mazda’s workaday hatehbaek motor. Sharper 
throttle response makes it the easier maehine to heel and toe in - 
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handy, since the GT86’s long-throw, meehanieal gearehange 
laeks the sweet, magnetie intuition of the MX-5’s shift. 

Awfully tough to split, these two. I like lots about the Toyota 
- throttle response, balanee and its Porsehe-like eleetrie steering in 
partieular. The Mazda is more wayward, easier to get your kieks from. 

That the new MX-5 is the best one Mazda has ever made is 
not shoeking, but the faet it ean eompete so strongly in all these 
diseiplines - raeetraek, town and eountry - is damned impressive. 
It’s so gratifying at regular speeds, you eould use it every day and 
have sueh a satisfying time doing so, you’d seareely miss the faet 
that the same money eould buy you more power. Of eourse the 
Audi eosts half as mueh again as the Mazda - it is undeniably of 
higher material and teehnologieal breed. The Ford is a showease 
for the boons of turbos. The MX-5 is elosest in spirit to its Japanese 
eompatriot, but edges it for laughs. Time for the snootier faetions 
of eardom to stop laughing at the MX-5, and smile with it. FiS 


IHfllfSIliCIIGIlEAIEII 
miEFOUHEVSEIIOMIIIE 
IOVl'8 SPORES GAR ENGINE' 


TOYOTA GT86 

Price: £25,000 (£25,625 as tested) 
Engine: 1998cc flat-four, 

197bhp @ 7000rpm, 

1511b ft @6400-6600rpm 
Performance: 0-62mph 
in 7.7secs, 140mph vmax 
Transmission: 6spd manual, RWD 
Economy: 36.2mpg, 180g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1275kg 
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VW SCAN DAL 



DEFEAT 

VW EMISSIONSGCANDAL EXPIAINED 


TopGears guide to what happened, 
and how it affects you 

WORDS: PAUL HORRELL / 

ILLUSTRATION: JUSTIN METZ 


O hen politicians sniff the blood of 
a scandal, a lot of noise and heat 
will be generated, but not usually 
so much light. It’s difficult to 
see quite why Parliament’s transport select 
committee decided to question Paul Willis, 
head of the VW Group in Britain, about the 
Volkswagen NOx emissions scandal and its 
possible effect on British drivers. After all, 
the cars’ compliance, or non-compliance, 
with European exhaust standards is a matter 
for the European authorities and the fix will 
be pan-European. So this was basically a 
bunch of not-very-technically-literate MPs 
on an afternoon’s grandstanding. 
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And yet, sometimes sueh events ean produee 
the soundbite that neatly eharaeterises what 
everyone has been subeonseiously thinking. 

For instanee, you might remember that in the 
finaneial erisis of 2008, the CEOs of the strieken 
GM, Chrysler and Ford flew to Washington to 
ask for bailout money. One senator asked a 
question that was in one way irrelevant but 
in another perfeetly abstraeted everyone’s 
resentments. “Couldn’t you have jetpooled?” 
The three CEOs had flown from Detroit to 
Washington eaeh on their own eorporate 
planes; they were Angering the publie purse 
without first having trimmed their own 
extravaganees. And so this month eame a 
similar moment when Paul Willis was up before 
the transport seleet eommittee. Asked Will 
Quinee MP: “If the publie ean’t trust you on 
emissions, ean we trust you on safety?” 

Pronouneements from the top of the VW 
Group over the past few weeks have all been 
about rebuilding trust. But for trust you need 
transpareney. And there’s been preeious little 
of that. Basie questions to Wolfsburg get no 
answers. VW probably hopes if it keeps quiet, 
things will blow over. After all, Toyota is a 
highly trusted name now, yet in 2010 it was 
reealling 10 million ears after a handful of 
them reportedly jammed on full throttle. 

VW keeps parroting the phrase “our 
ears are safe and legal to drive”. 

But this is a eataelysm for the VW Group. 
Reeall eosts, possible buy-baeks and eorporate 
fines will all be huge over the next few years. So 
VW has already announeed some big ehanges 
to the ears it will develop. But until we know 
how this happened, and ean be eonfldent 
ehanges have been made so nothing similar 
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ean happen again, the VW Group is inevitably 
going to be viewed with a severe defleit of trust. 

In eontrast to all the fevered aetivity in 
Wolfsburg, right now there’s remarkably little 
effeet for people in Britain or Europe who own 
the affeeted VWs, Audis, Skodas and Seats. The 
ones who spent thousands of pounds and who 
might have been duped. 

Willis told Parliament that some 400,000 
UK ears, ones with the 1.6-litre versions of the 
EA189 engine, will need hardware ehanges. We 
expeet - though VW hadn’t eonflrmed at the 



time of going to press - this means new injeetors 
and software, and possibly new exhaust gas- 
reeireulation (EGR) equipment. The rest, the 1.2 
triple and the 2.0-litre four-eylinders, need only 
software ehanges. VW Group in Germany says 
that this makes a total of a staggering 8.5 million 
ears aeross the 28 eountries of the EU. 

Bizarrely - and this is a sign of how meanly 
the Group is releasing information - VW Group 
hasn’t aetually eonflrmed, as we go to press, 
that the engines sold here did in faet employ 
the ‘defeat deviee’ eheat eode during the 
European emissions tests. If the eode was 
dormant, then a software flash would remove 
it with no other efleets. That’s plausible 
for the 1.2- and 2.0-litre engines. But 
how eome the 1.6-litre engines need 
hardware ehanges? For those, we really 
, must assume the defeat deviee was 

aetive in Europe as in the US. 

VW Group has promised the engines 
will be updated to meet the standards 
relevant at the time they were sold. So 
they’ll be legal. Willis told the transport 
eommittee that the engineers devising 
the update had been given the brief not 
to impair performanee or eeonomy. 

And that’s a erueial point. If either of 
those things suffer, owners would have faeed 
the ehoiee of aeeepting the modifleations and 
then having a eleaner but thirstier or slower 
ear, or of dodging the mods and worrying 
about MoT or resale issues. 

In most of Europe it’s a reeall, but in the 
UK this isn’t. It’s a voluntary ‘serviee aetion’. 

The VW Group brands in the UK have eaeh 
written to the owners of affeeted ears, telling 
them there will be a serviee aetion, and that 
it will be free, and that the ears are safe and 
roadworthy in the meantime. The eopies of 
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The affected cars all run the VW 
Group’s EA189 diesel engine. This 
is a four-valve common-rail unit that 
for many years was the mainstay of 
the VW, Audi, Seat and Skoda ranges 
in Europe. It was first seen in the 
Tiguan in 2007, and it remains in 
production but in smaller numbers, 
for cars running on platforms that 
pre-date the MQB project. 

The VW Group emphasises 
that any car sold as meeting today’s 
Euro 6 exhaust emissions standards is 
unaffected. But there were still some 
Euro 5 cars in stock at the time the 
scandal broke, and they were quickly 
withdrawn from sale. So you might have 
a very new car that’s EA189-powered 
and Euro 5, so still affected. 

Any MQB-platform car is clear 
of the issue, as they use the E A288, 
an all-new diesel. MQB cars include 
the current Golf, Passat, Golf SV, new 
Touran, Audi A3, TT, Skoda Octavia 
and Superb and Seat Leon. Also 
theMLB-Evo cars from the new 
Audi A4 onward are clear. 



MQB-based Volkswagen 
Group cars are not 
affected by the crisis 




these letters seen by TopGear don’t inelude 
the words “sorry” or “apologise”. 

The Government has also said it won’t 
eharge owners of the affeeted ears any extra 
tax, sueh as eompany ear tax, for the time they 
had the ear and it didn’t meet the emissions 
standards it was supposed to. 

Yet it seems trade in the ears has hardly 
been knoeked. Diseounts on new Group ears 
(whieh, of eourse, meet EU6) haven’t risen, 
and residual values on old ones (the ones 
to be reealled) haven’t dropped mueh. So it 
seems most drivers don’t eare mueh about NOx. 
Used values are elosely eorrelated to a brand’s 
reputation, so perhaps VW’s brand is valued 
and will bounee baek, even if trust is damaged. 
And if VW brand showroom traffie has taken 
a slight knoek, trade sourees say Audi and Seat 
and Skoda haven’t diseernibly suffered at all. 

So, aeross Europe at least, for owners and 
drivers of these ears, there’s little need to 
panie. The modiheations should be painless, 
the eeonomy and performanee shouldn’t be 


impaired, there are no tax implieations, and 
likely little effeet on values when they eome 
to sell. Move along now - nothing to see here. 

For the VW Group, though, the story 
ain’t that painless. Not by a thousand times. 
Yes, it might be that the immediate storm 
passes and ear sales hold up. But there are 
going to be immense eosts, and that will 
affeet the ears it sells in future years. 

To understand why, we need to go baek 
through the history of the issue. Baek in the 
mid-2000s, to sell an eeonomieal ear in the US, 
it looked like hybrid was the only answer. VW 
didn’t have one, and believed - with a measure 
of arroganee perhaps - that the European 
answer, diesel, would do. So it mounted a 
major effort to wedge diesels into the US 
market. But the US regulations of NOx 
emissions were far harder to meet than the 
European ones. Mereedes-Benz and BMW 
managed it with a teehnology known as SGR. 
This takes AdBlue, the trade name for a urea 
fluid, and injeets it into a reduetion eatalyst. 


The ammonia in the fluid reaets with the NOx, 
produeing water and GO 2 and nitrogen. 

The reduetion eat and the urea tank are hard 
to paekage into a ear, and the owner has to add 
the fluid periodieally. VW thought it had a better 
idea. It developed an all-new diesel engine, the 
EA189, with some elever injeetion and exhaust 
gas-reeireulation teehnology whieh, it told the 
world, eould meet the US rules without the SGR 
kit. These VWs and Audis were the only diesels 
sold in the US without SGR. We now know they 
eouldn’t meet the rules, exeept by eheating. 

The first eost to VW will be fixing the 
ears to meet the rules. In the US, that probably 
means retrofitting SGR. This implies wholesale 
ehanges to the engine and the exhaust system, 
and finding room for the urea tank and the 
extra eat. Not to mention developing the fix 
and getting the parts delivered, and ensuring 
the dealer workshops aren’t overwhelmed with 
it all. It’s going to eost thousands of dollars per 
ear on the 430,000 VW Group ears in the US 
that don’t have SGR already. 


When VW’s USA GEO Michael Horn 
went before a Congressional committee, he 
reluctantly answered one question on the 
subject that VW was “looking into” letting 
customers sell their cars back. One very 
respected industry analyst, Max Warburton 
of Bernstein Research, says VW could save 
money long-term by offering to buy them all 
back, and add 20 per cent to their used value 
as a gesture of goodwill. He calculates that 
would cost nearly $7bn - £4.5 billion. Gulp. 
And think of the environmental cost of 
scrapping half a million cars. 

In Europe, the recall cost per car will 
be less, but there are nine times as many. So 
you can bet on a similar cost to VW here too. 

Then there will be fines, in the US at 
least. Early in the scandal, a figure of $37,500 
per car in the US was bandied around - 
some $18 billion or £llbn. But actually 
the US can only fine $37,500 for the first 
10 cars, not half a million. After that it’s 
a sliding scale, with many factors taken 
into account. Overall, Warburton reckons 
the fine will likely be below a third of the 
first estimate. But that’s still multiples of 
billions. Then we have an unknown number 



of class-action lawsuits on top. And local 
German prosecutors are pursuing criminal 
investigations, for which individuals could be 
held guilty. And beyond those unknowns will 
doubtless appear some of Donald Rumsfeld’s 
as yet “unknown unknowns”. 

A conservative estimate, then, of the 
direct cost to the Volkswagen Group would 
be somewhere in the region of £15bn. Which 
sounds staggeringly big. In fact, it’s only two 
years’ profits. It is in itself manageable. But 
there will be other consequences. 

For a start, VW will have to put other 
engineering on hold while it develops the fixes 
for the affected cars. That will impoverish the 
development of other future models. And it’s 
likely that VW will move faster into electric 
cars and hybrids. Goincidentally, a year ago VW 
appointed BMW’s head of R8cD Herbert Diess 
to run the VW brand. He was put on gardening 
leave but took up his appointment in July 
this year. Diess is a purchasing and factory 
expert - skills vital to keeping VW’s costs 
under control in the aftermath of the storm. 
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That’s the name given to it in (NOx) in the exhaust below the 

the US emissions regulations, but legal limits. To do that, it would, 

in the VW Group case it’s not a for example, occasionally run the 

device at all. It’s just a section of engine with extra fuel to cleanse 

the immensely complex engine- the NOx catalyst, or run at high 

management software code. It levels of exhaust-gas recirculation 

detects when a car is being tested to keep down the combustion 
for emissions. One trigger is that temperature, which also limits 
the steering wheel isn’t turned at NOx. But when the car is on the 

all. A second is the unique set of road, the engine switches to 

speeds and accelerations that another calibration. Here it 

the test cycle uses. Under these ^wbuld reduce the over-fuelling, 

conditions, the management improving real-world economy 

software switches to a special and prolonging the life of the 

‘dyno calibration’. It runs the NOx catalyst. It might also allow 

engine in a particular way to higher combustion temperature 




NOx is oxides of nitrogen - NO Don’t confuse it (some 

and NO2 (but not N2O, which is a commentators have) with CO2, 
greenhouse gas but not significant carbon dioxide, the main gas that 
in car emissions). NOx combines is responsible for man-made 

with other air pollutants to produce climate change. Carbon dioxide 
compounds that cause or worsen goes into the atmosphere and 

respiratory diseases, especially reduces the ability of the 

among children, the old and planet to radiate heat. More 

asthmatics. It’s closely linked to the fuel consumption means more 
LA smogs that were a big reason for CO2. So diesels emit less CO2 
emission controls being introduced than petrols, but more NOx - 
in the US in the Seventies. especially if they’re cheating. 
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Desoite all the recent 




More positively, under Diess’s wateh at 
BMW, that firm developed the i3 and i8. 

A month after the seandal broke, he 
announeed that the next Phaeton would be 
all-eleetrie, with long range and advaneed 
driver assistanee. A new modular eleetrie 
matrix will be developed, for ears aeross 
several brands. The MQB matrix will be further 
developed, with emphasis on hybrid and plug-in 
hybrid ears, ineluding mass-market EVs with 
a 200-mile range. Additionally, he announeed 
that all diesels, whether they need it or not to 
meet loeal regs, will get SCR. Costly moves, all. 
But he also said that investments will have to be 
redueedbyClbn (£730m) a year. Some things 
will have to give, elearly. 

This gives the impression of a eompany 
looking to the horizon, beyond the erisis. 

But it handily defleets the VW Group from 
talking about how it all happened too. And 
here things get very, very murky. 

The line so far has been that this emissions 
eheat was the work of a handful of bad-apple 
software engineers who didn’t tell their 
superiors. That’s what Miehael Horn told 
Congress. No one high up in Germany knew, 
he said, and no one at all in VW’s engineering 
eentres in the US knew. But hang on. This 
engine managed to overeome a hurdle that 
no other engine in the world eould meet: 
passing US emissions tests without a reduetion 
eat and AdBlue. Wouldn’t the bosses at VW, a 
buneh of expert engineers and absolute detail 
freaks, have wanted to know how they did it? 
Wouldn’t the eompany’s patent lawyers have 
wanted to proteet the method? 

And anyway, this wasn’t just one ealibration 
or one engine. Even if it were, one freelanee 
emissions expert quoted anonymously by 
Warburton says it would be a job for “tens if 
ncrt hundreds” of ealibrators. More than that, 
it happened systematieally aeross the 1.2-, the 
and the 2.0-litres. The US investigations 
show that the engine switehed to ‘dyno 
calibration’ when it reeognised a speeifle part 
of I he US speed profile - whieh is different from 
the European profile. Yet the European ears 
cJu'ated too. There were three generations of 
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engine in the US that eheated, ineluding the 
one in 2012-2015 Passats whieh had SGR. 

In other words, the eheating has worked its 
magie in different ways in different types of 
test with multiple engine variants over several 
years. A job for many engineers. The eritieal 
“who knew what and why” question hangs 
very heavy over Volkswagen. 

And if it were just a few rogue ealibrators, 
what does it say about the eommand-and- 
eontrol nature of the eompany that they 
felt unable to tell their bosses? If they did 
tell, the eompany’s desire to sueeeed in 
the US must have been spiralling into 
blindness for any eonsequenees. 

I have managed to eome up with only 
one mitigating theory that might allow the 
perpetrators of this seam to have slept at 
night. That they, by hook or erook, delivered 
a low-eonsumption, I 0 W-GO 2 ear to US 
buyers. They didn’t worry about NOx 
beeause NOx at those levels was not seen 
as a problem by the European rules at the 
time. Is that enough to justify the biggest 
ear-industry seam in history? 

VW eontinually denied the deeeption. In 
April 2014, the non-profit International Gouneil 
on Glean Transportation, worried about how 
emissions are worse on the road than in tests, 
asked West Virginia University to do some road 
testing. This revealed some VWs as produeing 
up to 40 times the NOx limits. The California 
and US environmental ageneies (GARB and 
the EPA) got involved, and notified VW USA. 
VW USA told VW in Germany, whieh developed 
new software. From Deeember 2014, it began 
to reeall all 482,000 affeeted ears in the US 
and flash the software. But to be sure, the US 
authorities ran the on-road tests again, and 
again the ear blew it. Over the summer, VW 
proposed some more explanations for the high 
NOx, none satisfaetory to the EPA. Finally the 
EPA told VW it won’t be allowed to sell its 2016 
diesel ears at all in the US unless it explained 
why the old ones had sueh high on-road NOx. 

This kieked VW into aetion, and on 3 
September this year VW in Germany told 
the EPA of the defeat deviee. That, says Miehael 
Horn, GEO of VW USA, was the first anyone 
on his side of the Atlantie knew of the eheat. 

It was all down to a few rogue engineers in 
Germany, he says. 

If the VW high-ups didn’t know, then it’s 
no surprise the EPA has already said it will do 
more “unpredietable” and surprising testing. 
The European tests will get tighter too. We 
surely need to bolster the ability of states 
and demoeraeies to keep an oversight on 
multinational eorporations apparently so far 
out of eontrol that they end up persistently 
lying in order to keep poisoning us. ES 
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D here really is no such thing as a free lunch. 

With the global car industry still fumbling 
its way through the aftermath of the VW 
emissions debacle, Ferrari has reimagined 
its signature V8 to the tune of 661bhp, 5611b ft, 
while simultaneously slashing GO 2 and fuel 
consumption. Yet all anyone thinks to ask about is the noise, 
and how crisp the throttle response is now that the engine is 
tH-H-H-H-charged. How do these guys catch a break? 

They don’t. Because this is Ferrari we’re talking about, and 
therefore we have unfeasibly high expectations. Sorry about 
that, chaps. Give the 488 Spider’s spec a cursory inspection, 
and you’ll have a serious headache long before you’ve figured 
out how the algorithms governing the E-diff’s interaction with 
the traction control work, or quite how they can have improved 
the side-slip-angle thingy for extra slidey fun with impunity. Ferrari 
might still play on that old devil Enzo for a narrative kick, but right 
now, the technology story in Maranello could give the bum’s rush 
to Silicon Valley’s most Tefal-headed boffins. 

Sure, the 488 Spider still has an engine and four wheels, just 
like the very first car Enzo Ferrari put his name to, 1947’s 125 S, 
but in every other significant respect it might as well be an 
emissary from the fifth dimension. So what we’re here to explore 
isn’t the car’s performance or handling - we already know these 
are unimpeachable - but its soul. 

This is less easily located than it used to be. For a start, Ferrari is 
very businesslike these days. It knows that it needs to keep the new 
product flowing fast. The flotation on the US stock market is under 
way (the IPO values Ferrari at approximately $10bn, which means 
the company is being scrutinised by merciless high-end financiers, 
and it needs to stake out the territory where luxury and technology 
intersect most lucratively. This has focused a fair few minds. 

Then there’s the fact that new invariably equals good at this end 
of the market. Not to mention that the sales split between Spider 
and GTB is almost 50/50. In fact, in the UK 54 per cent of 458 Italias 
sold were convertibles. In other words, this car matters. 

Ferrari claims that the 488 Spider was developed around its 
retractable hard top, a slender two-panel item that weighs 25kg 
less than a regular soft top, creates that extra sense of security 
and rigidity, hides away in 14 seconds and crucially doesn’t saddle 
the car with a backside the size of a small country. Ferrari’s 
marketing boss also insists that coupe and convertible clients 
are quite distinct, and there’s some puffery about being able 
to breathe in “nature’s heady aromas”. 

Well, nature’s heady aromas will have to move fast to keep up 
with a committed 488 Spider driver - as with the GTB, 62mph 
is done in 3.0 seconds dead, 124mph in 8.7, and the top speed, 
should you be absorbing the especially fragrant smells of the 
German autobahn, is 203mph. Not the car for Donald Trump, 
then, or anyone else of risky or bouffant coiffure. 

Ferraris used to be a bit flakey. Even the otherwise entirely 
magnificent F355 - the 1994 reboot of the shabby 348 and the car 
that got Maranello back on track - isn’t much to write home about 
inside. Its successor is an exquisite place to sit. The driving position 
is perfect, a low cowl helps the view ahead, and those gorgeously 
cresting front wings mean it’s easy to place on the road. I found the 
seats a little thin, but the main instruments and multimedia - sited 
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in two wings either side of the main display, but with the rev 
eounter to the fore - are now easier to use, as is the satnav. 

It all feels fabulously well made, too. 

Ferrari road ears long ago surrendered simple beauty on the altar 
of aerodynamies, and the 488 Spider’s body is effeetively an ode to 
this blaek art. Ferrari’s design direetor Flavio Manzoni is adamant 
that aero funetionality isn’t the aesthetie impediment you might 
think. “If everything stays respeetful of the teehnieal prineiples, 
that’s better,” he says. “We would not feature bulges or seallops on 
the bonnet where they are not needed. So we have to understand 
what is beneath the skin.” Highlights on the 488 Spider inelude 
the eentral Aero Pillar at the front, a rear diffuser with variable 
flaps, and the same brilliantly elegant blown spoiler as on the GTB. 
The upshot is a load of downforee without drag. The downside is 
that the engine is no longer visible. Those gaping eentral air intakes 


also take some getting used to, but overall this is another modernist 
masterpieee from Maranello. 

Time to go. We start in the hills several hours’ journey south 
of Ferrari centrOy and plan to wind our way into nearby Rimini, 
a Miami-lite beaeh town on the Adriatie west eoast heavy with 
the peeuliar eharm of the out-of-season holiday resort. Chief 
test driver, the eharming and modest (given his best-job-in-the- 
world status) Raffaele de Simone, politely asks that we put the 
458 Speeiale out of our minds. We’ll try. 

Anyone who’s been lueky enough to drive a 288 GTO or F40 
will tell you turboehargers don’t neeessarily stymie a Ferrari’s 
sound. Now that the dust has settled on the GTB, this partieular 
pair of ears ean report that the 488 Spider emits a noise somewhere 
in the same posteode as epie if not quite party eentral. It starts with 
a baritone rumble that swells to a noise similar in frequeney to the 




THAT’S CAPABLE OF 


GETTING AHEAD 


OF YOUR BRAIN 




one Brian Blessed must have made shortly after ehewing through 
the umbilieal eord of the baby he helped to deliver. 

The teehnieal reason for the Spider’s fruity sonies is a 
eombination of equal-length tubing on the exhaust headers, 
its flat-plane erank, and some assiduous harmonie tinkering. 

But the faet is, nobody wants a Ferrari that doesn’t sound like 
a proper Ferrari. Ineluding Ferrari. It’s definitively not as viseeral 
as the 458 Italia, but by any objeetive measure it sounds pretty 


ruddy fabulous and frankly eould peel the paint off the walls 
of any tunnel you ehoose to blast through. 

Like the GTB, the Spider is a monumentally fast ear, but 
aeeessing it is as mueh about exploiting its 5611b ft reservoir 
of torque as it is tapping up its 661bhp. Ferrari’s variable-torque 
geometry effeetively mimies the delivery of a high-revving normally 
aspirated engine, dishing up progressively more grunt in higher 
gears, but while it simply vaporises the straight bits between the 
eorners, it does so in a way that prompts some mental rejigging. To 
be honest, this is one of those ears that is eapable of getting ahead 
of your brain - it’s that fast. But I don’t remember short-shifting 
through the gearbox quite as frequently in previous mid-engined 
V8 Fezzas (though the superb seven-speed dual-eluteh set-up makes 
it a treat), and you no longer And yourself homing in on the red line 
like a loon. We’re talking Bryan Ferry rather than Blessed. 
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IT WARPS FORWARD 
WITH ENOUGH 
PACE TO TURN 
THE AIR BLUE 
















The shift strip lights on the steering wheel seem to illuminate 
a whole lot earlier, and you’re definitely riding a torque wave - a 
bloody big one, admittedly - than surfing all that lovely power. 

It still warps forward with enough pace to turn the air blue, and 
a throttle response of 0.8 seconds - while a tenth slower than the 
458’s - points to an almost total lack of turbo lag. But... it isn’t 
quite as fun to drive. The difference could lie in the l,000rpm 
that have gone missing at the top end compared with the 458 
Speciale (sorry, Raffa). 

Goodness me, its chassis is impressive, though. Good job: 
this part of Emilia-Romagna turns out to have some of the most 
heinous road surfaces on the planet. Ferrari claims the 488 is 
23 per cent stiffer than the 458 Spider, and its structure only 
winces when confronted with the very worst surfaces (l suspect 
Mars is better maintained). Meanwhile, the car’s E-diff, Fl-trac 
and ESP work in blissful harmony, and the side-slip angle control 
system that debuted in the 458 Speciale gets a v2.0 upgrade. It 
takes the pulse of the car’s electronic chassis software - which 
now includes the active dampers - enabling it to blast out of 
corners with an almost comical mix of poise and flamboyance. 

Its magnetorheological damping system also gets a reboot, and 
the 488 Spider’s ride is sublimely good as a result, even with the 


same spring rates as the GTB (our car was on Michelins, but Pirellis 
or Bridgestones are also available - all bespoke for the 488, the 
difference between them undetectable to all but the experts). 

Frankly, it’s difficult to think of another fast car that has such 
an expertly judged balance of handling and ride. McLaren’s 650S is 
arguably even cleverer and gets very close, but the 488 is friendlier 
on the limit. The latest-generation carbon-ceramic brakes are derived 
from the LaFerrari’s; they’re powerful enough to turn loose cabin 
objects into ballistic missiles, but lack feel on initial application. De 
Simone describes them as “almost living things... the system learns 
what you need and they develop more feel”. I almost believe him. 

Rimini elicits various beeps and honks from passing Vespas, 
a few selfies are taken, and the car is mobbed on the quay. “Si, si, 
quattro otto otto, bella!” Italy should indeed be proud. Ferrari 
is a company at the top of its game, a master of both the invisible 
new software and the heart-pumping hardware. Purists won’t 
readily park the memory of the high-revving genius of the 458 
Speciale, a car that will go down in history as one of the greats, 
maybe even the greatest normally aspirated V8 ever. The 488 has 
traded some of its soul in return for greater efficiency and even 
higher performance, but it’s hardly a Faustian pact. And just think 
of all the extra heady aromas you can inhale with the roof down. EQ 
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JAGUAR 


HELLO 


i 1999cc, 4cyl diesel, RWD, 178bhp, 3171b ft # 674nnpg, lllg/km CO 2 0 0-60nnph in 7.4 seconds, 140nnph 
F £34,775/£43,81 5 Total mileage 71 0 Driver Jack Rix Why it s here Has Jag really cracked the ‘3-Series thing? 


n565kg 


Q ur Jaguar XE was probably 
looking forward to a gentle 
introduction - several slow 
commutes, a few admiring 
glances, you know the thing. 
Instead, we threw it into the fiery slugfest that 
is the compact executive class these days. No 
sooner had it arrived at the office gates than it 
was about-turned and pointed towards Wales 
to meet the C-Class and updated 3-Series in a 
wet n wild road test. You can read how it fared 
in the last issue, or I can save you the effort: it 
didn’t win. Problem was, it was fighting with 
one hand tied behind its back. 

On numerous occasions, the satnav 
system crashed, prompted you to reboot 
and would promptly crash again. Not great. 
Fortunately smartphones these days do the 
satnav thing so well it wasn’t a disaster, and 
Jag has now taken the car back, flashed the 
system and it’s back up and running - but it 
certainly soured first impressions. 

Moving on, because, teething problems 
aside, the XE is wonderfully executed in 
nearly every area. The styling, although 
generic in places, has enough flair to turn 
heads and it’s got the nod from my wife, a 
stubborn Audiphile. I’m especially pleased 
with the 19-inch Venom alloys - not cheap at 
£900 - but their increased diameter hasn’t 
spoiled the plump ride quality. 



Behold: a Jag at a 
stag! Shame the rear 
space is insufficient 
for long-legged pals 


You will notice I’ve managed to augment 
the standard price by £9,040 with some 
expert optionisation of the XE (I subscribe 
fully to Tom Ford’s policy that if it’s not fitted, 
you can’t test it). The heated and cooled front 
seats (£800) are phenomenal and about to 
come into their own as temperatures start to 
plummet. Even the rear seats are heated - so 
those in the back can’t complain of a bum deal. 

The three priciest extras, costing a neat 
£1,000 a pop, are the head-up display 
(nice to have, but not really necessary), the 
parking assist (haven’t used it yet because 
I’m too proud to admit a machine knows best) 
and the sliding panoramic roof (beautifully 
integrated, but is it just me who feels uneasy 
when you see that great hunk of glass 
levitating above the roof?). 

What we’d really like to buy, though, 
is some extra rear legroom, because 
it is seriously cramped back there - as 
demonstrated by my two abnormally lanky 
friends en route to a stag do in Suffolk. 

Even behind little five-foot-eight old 
me, it’s a squeeze for normal-size adults. 

It’s not ideal, but I think it’s a calculated risk 
by Jaguar to preserve that sporty silhouette. 
I’m prepared to give Jag the benefit of the 
doubt, so will keep a tally of the number of 
times I actually use the back seats each month 
to see if the XE’s only real fault really matters. 


^ARAGE LOGBOOK 

XE 2.0d R-SPORT 



GOODSTUFF 

BADSWFF 

It’s not a 3-Series 

▼ Rear legroom is 
seriously tight - 

Gruff from the 

anyone over six-foot 

outside, but quiet 

willbewhingeing 

and refined where it 
matters - Ingenium 

within minutes 

engine is a big 

▼ Erm...the 

improvement over 

infotainment 

Jag’s old 2.2 lump. 

system crashing 

Punchy, too 

repeatedly 

Heated and 

▼ Eight-speed box 

cooled front 

occasionallyjerky 

seats keep your 
bum happy 

on kick-down 
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RENAULT TWINGO 


On the slide 


D ve complained before 

on these pages about the 
Twingos hyper-aggressive, 
un-switch-offable 
traction-control system, 
a supernanny of Jo Frost severity that 
smothers any attempt at rear-drive silliness 
under a 15-tog safety blanket 

Further comprehensive investigation has 
revealed, however, that the real issue occurs 
when the Twingo detects a discrepancy 
between front and rear axles - when 
hopping over a speedbump, for example, 
or if the nose gets caught by a gust of wind. 
But in terms of lateral leeway, the Twingos 
TC is actually far more forgiving. True, it 
won’t allow you to engage in Ferrari 488 
GTB-style oversteer on your local mini- 
roundabout, but at least it lets you get 
towards the limits of those skinny rear 
tyres before shutting down all the fun. 

For His Stigness, of course, getting 
towards the limits’ isn’t good enough. On a 
recent shoot at Dunsfold, the white-suited 
one decided to test the little Twingo’s 
performance credentials... by ripping out 
the traction-control fuse before engaging 
in some handbrake-based silliness. The 
result? Not wanton drifts, exactly, but - as 
evidenced in the shot below - certainly 
a healthy willingness to get, in the car- 
magazine vernacular, crossed up. You 
can see the video on TopGear.com. 

Some may complain, reasonably, that 
such research is hardly relevant to Twingo’s 
target market. But, as the saying goes, when 
life gives you a rear-engined, rear-drive car, 
make rear-engined, rear-drive-ade. 


REPORTS 


* 898cc, 5cyl, RWD, 89bhp, 1001b ft 

^ 65.7mpg, 99g/km CO 2 

O 0-62mph in lO.Bsecs, 103mph 

* 945kg . £ : £12,595/£13,765 

Total mileage 6980 
Driver Sann Philip 
Why it s here Is this the best city 
car on the nnarket? 



demonstrates 

Twingoversteer 







LEXUS NXBOOh J 


GOODBYE 


2494cc, 4cyl turbo petrol hybrid, AWD, 153 + 141bhp, 155 + 1991b ft » 54.3mpg, 


121g/kmC02 0O-62mphin9.2secs,112mph » 1785kg £ £42, 995/E44, 640 Total mileage 
13,704 Driver Esther Neve Why it’s here Is this a worthy competitor to the Evoque? 


o, this is it. The end. La fin. 
Das Ende. The Lexus is 
no more. Insert sad-face 
emoticon here. 

It’s had a bit of a rocky 
ride, the poor thing. For reasons known only 
to the road-test team, it was decreed that the 
most hybrid-cynical member of TG should 
run it (that’s me)*. And, to compound the 
issue, sadly for the Lexus, I have an 80-mile 
round trip every day, most of it on motorway 
or motorway-style roads. 

In reality, the NX is an ideal yummy- 
mummy town car. Perfect for high-seating- 
position runs to the local school to drop 
off children for a day of robust swotting. 
Perfect for quick sprints to collect offspring 
from ballet, yoga or hummus appreciation 
classes. Perfect for trips to Waitrose for the 
weekly shop and a free cup of coffee. Lots of 
people use it regularly for such activities and 
are super-thrilled with it. But this is not my life. 

So, how did it cope with multitudinous 
motorway miles and unforgivingly long 
journeys? You already know the answer to 
this, naturally: it coped just fine. The fuel 
economy was never quite as high as I would 
have hoped for (had I done lots of town 
driving, this probably would have improved 


s 




Boot was spacious 
enough, but for 
more room, better 
not to collapse the 
rear seat as it didn’t 
fold flat and you 
got a better deal 
using it as an extra 
storage bench 



dramatically), once reaching the heady heights 
of 57.1mpg. All together now: Ooooohh. 

But the NX is about more than fuel 
economy. It’s about comfort, which it has 
in spades. It’s about sufficient luggage space, 
which it also has (but try to remember that 
the bootfloor does get very hot). It’s about 
a super-useful, licence-saving head-up 
display, which I loved. It’s about key-free 
locking, unlocking, starting and stopping - 
another superb feature. 

And it’s all standard. The only extras we 
added were the paint (great colour) and the 
panoramic glass roof (wouldn’t do that again, 
would have preferred to get roof bars 
instead). All things considered, then, the 
Lexus has gone from zero to hero in my 
estimation - an impressive achievement 
when paired with the office cynic. 


GARAGE LOGBOOK 

NX300h Premier 


GOODSTUFF 

A Head-up display 
is now top of my 
must-have option 
list in a car 


Stereo was 
pretty good, once 
you’d figured out 
how to fine-tune it 

Great colour! 


BADSTUFF 

▼ Touchpad too 
sensitive and often 
did the wrong thing 

at the wrongest 
time possible. 
Arrrrgghhh 

▼ CVT gearbox 
drove me mad 

initially. I learned 
to live with it 
eventually 
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*NOT REALLY. THE IDEA, OF COURSE, 
WAS TO SEE IF I COULD BE CONVERTED. 













HELLO 


» 1998cc, 4cyl VTEC turbo petrol, FWD, 306bhp, 2951b ft • 38.7mpg, 170g/km CO 2 © 0-62mph in 5.7secs, 167mph 
H378kg <£l£29,995/£30,520 Total mileage 1176 Driver Stephen Dobie Why it s here Is the Type-R a practical daily driver? 


D he Honda Civic Type-R 

lost out to the Volkswagen 
Golf R in our recent hot- 
hatch bonanza. But I 
reckon it s the one I’d 
have out of the two. If the sums worked 
out, I’m certain it is. 

Yeah, you want some usability, and 
the Golf R probably triumphs at being an 
amiable ally for the sensible stuff. But you 
also need silliness. Which leads naturally to 
the Type-R’s bodykit. Several of the TG 
team have declared it “a bit much”, but away 
from mere pictures and under natural light, 
it’s really, really grown on me. Especially 
since we specced ours in Brilliant Sporty 
Blue, a colour classier than its name suggests. 

Paint aside, our Civic is sparsely specced, 
as these things go. By foregoing GT trim, 
we’ve lost out on auto lights, satnav and a 
gaggle of active safety stuff. But then such 
focus feels fitting for what Honda declares 
“a race car for the road”. And sure enough, 
this is a car that feels quite full-on in London 
traffic, with potholes and speed bumps 
asking for more of your attention than if 
you were driving that Golf. 

There’s also no automatic option, 
which is entirely correct for a car like this. 
Especially when the shift at the end of the 
Civic’s stubby lever is so wonderfully precise. 




Seats are of the 
extremely hugging 
variety and 
surprisingly comfy. 
Gearknob still round 
and metal... as it 
should be 


It’s easy to find yourself changing up and 
down on a whim, just for entertainment. 

Certainly I have, as thus far the majority 
of my time in the Type-R has been sanely 
running it in, having found just 202 miles 
on the odometer upon first clambering into 
its impeccably supportive wing-back seats. 
Such sensibilities aren’t really a big chore, 
however: in the old-school days of naturally 
aspirated VTEC engines, I imagine keeping 
below 4,000 revs or so would be frustrating. 
But one upside of newly turbocharged 
Type-Rs is a spread of torque that ensures 
the Civic is still rather quick, regardless of 
how near the red line you are. 

Still, a big trip up to Yorkshire beckoned, 
so I managed to get 700 miles under its belt 
before hitting the undulating roads of the 
Dales, a journey which felt akin to a Born Free 
mission taking a lion from captivity to the 
wild. Sufficiently run in, the Honda deserved 
an appropriate stage to perform upon, and in 
truth, felt even more senior than its 306bhp 
and BMW M2-beating Ring time suggests. 

Over such roads. I’d defy anyone to 
choose the Golf over this. So that’s why 
our Type-R is going to be given a tougher 
test for the next few months - as an everyday 
family wagon. Can its deeply scalloped boot 
and under-seat storage overcome its inner, 
ragged-edge racer? 



GOODSTUFF 

Brutally quick, 
to put it mildly 

A Gorgeous short- 
throw gearchange 
like Type-Rs of old 

Alt’s got a proper 
mechanical diff 

Standard wing- 
back bucket 
seats are superb: 
supportive over 
long distances 


BADSTUFF 

▼ Gets a lot of 
attention on the 
road. Some of 
it unwanted 

▼ The media system 
lacks nav, and could 
be a lot more 
intuitive to use 

▼ The seats may 
cocoon, but the 
cabin doesn’t: din 
at motorway 
cruise speeds 


MILEAGE AND MPG THIS MONTH 

0 0 0 9 7 4 I 30.1 
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FORD MONDEO 


Flash Of magic 

n ts something of a 

cliche, though largely 
true, to say that these 
days nobody makes 
truly bad cars. 

Of course, there are a few 
exceptions, but if you want to buy, 
for instance, an estate that is good 
value, reliable and practical, you are 
spoilt for choice. Therefore, very often, 
it will be one tiny little design feature 
that makes you smile and want one 
car over another. 

In the case of my Mondeo, it’s the 
indicators. No, really. I just love the way 
that rather than simply flicker on and 
off like on most cars, the Ford has a 
row of tiny orange LED lights that 
light up in order. My pictures don’t 
do it justice, but trust me - it looks 
cool. As far as I am aware, only Audis 
currently feature something similar. My 
Mondeo is an outstanding all-rounder 
and difficult to fault - but touches like 
this make it feel that little bit special. 


REPORT 6 


* 1997cc, 4cyl turbodiesel, FWD, 
176bhp, 1951b ft 

56.5mpg, 130g/km CO 2 
vO 0-62mph in 8.7secs, 135mph 

* i 1703kg £ £27,165/£33,510 

Total mileage 3310 

Driver Adann Waddell 

Why it s here Is Ford s fannily favourite 

still a sensible fannily choice? 
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^ RANGE ROVER SPORT 


HI 

Tif*WTi 

nii 

iFmTn] 

i 1 E 


yij 

M iLIlld 


GOODBYE 


>2993cc,V6 turbodiesel, 4WD,290bhp, 4431b ft ■> 40.4mpg,185g/km CO 2 
O0-62mphin6.8secs,138mph * 2115kg £ £76,250/£95,250 Total mileage 21 ,922 
Driver Tom Ford Why it’s here Is there any point in a Range Rover ‘Sport? 


B unning a Range Rover 
Sport was never going 
to be a chore, and so 
it has inevitably - and 
rather satisfyingly - 
proved. The TDV6 engine has been 
faultless, strong and always sufficient, 
relatively frugal - we’re up at 33+mpg 
now - and a pleasant, thrummy cruiser. 
The eight-speed ’box is perfect for this 
kind of car, especially deft off-road if you 
need to crawl around at half an mph, quick 
enough to remain inconspicuous going 
faster in Dynamic Mode while switching 
gears from the paddles - and the gearing 
is perfect, no doubt helping out with that 
decent mpg reading. 

Despite the recurring jokes about 
Land Rover reliability, nothing has fallen 
off or broken, though we’ve had some 
minor warning lights that reset after a 
full stop and start. Electronic self-healing. 
It’s probably worth mentioning that 
the temporary disengagement of the 
active suspension was actually more 
fun than it sounds, too. 

There are a couple of flies in the 
automotive ointment, mind. First up 
has to be the multimedia system and 
general interface, including the satnav. 
Basically, it’s just not very good these 
days, slow to react and annoyingly 
unintuitive. The nav is basically potty, 
and will choose random and quite bizarre 
routes, even for simple journeys. Updates 
are on the way, and they can’t come soon 
enough. Some of the options are also very 
overpriced for what they are - the rear- 
seat entertainment at £2,500 is a prime 



example - so make sure you know what 
you’ll use before going mad ticking boxes. 

There’s also the slightly uncomfortable 
feeling that this car has been engineered 
to live up to the Sport tag - and it’s lightly 
amazing at doing so - but beating the 
compromise out of an inherently 
undynamic physical arrangement still 
feels largely pointless. To me, at least. 

You want to go fast? Get a fast estate. 
Saying that, the RRS deserves a place. 
Specced wisely, it’s reasonable money, 
and offers a Range Rover experience 
in a slightly smaller, more nimble 
package than a full-fat RR. It’s a solid 
eight, rather than a mind-blower, but 
it’s been enjoyable and useful, and will 
do sterling service for the thousands 


Many happy 
memories of the 

who obviously agree. 

RRS. Interiorwas 
an acquired taste, 
though. And the only 

1 AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

thing to go wrong 
was the suspension 

BOODSTUFF ^ 

A Engine and box 
ideally suited - and 
work great together 

BADSTUFF 

▼ It’s a big car with 
limited rear space. 
Boot’s big, though 


A Handsome and 
solid - looks fab 
anywhere 

▼ Multimedia is 
outdated; satnav is 
patently mad 


Remarkably 
easy to drive fast, 
with surprising 
dynamic ability 

▼ Some of the 
options are many 
£s, without 
the value 



flw/i'/f/l 



i6 1 33.2 
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VW GOLF R 


Coast to coast 


n he R, as is its way, is 
clever at balancing 
choice. Usually I run 
around in Individual 
nnode, connbining the 
internnediate steering weight and dannper 
setting with Sport throttle response, and 
Eco aircon. Worth 5bhp at least. Softly- 
softly Connfort nnode is reserved for the 
speed bunnps in the last few yards of nny 
connnnute, and parking. Race is overkill 
for everyday driving, and Nornnal - why 
bother? Its a 500bhp hatch... 

I Ve been experinnenting nnore with 
Eco mode, though, which decouples the 
DSG s clutches when cruising, so you can 
coast ‘for free’. The results are healthy. 

I drove to Cardiff in Individual and 
recorded a respectable, stable 33.4mpg. 
Switching to Eco for the return leg upped 
that to 38.7mpg (and climbing), for an 
identical journey time. Encouraged, I 
squeezed 410 miles from one 55-litre 
tank this month. Pity there’s a slight lurch 
when the clutches re-engage, though, so 
20mpg service will resume next month. 


REPORTS 


* 1984cc, 4cyl, AWD, 296bhp, 2801b ft 
''540.9mpg,159g/km CO 2 
jG 0-62mph in 4.9secs, 155mph 
■ i 1495kg £ £30,820/£41,330 

Total mileage 6120 
Driver Ollie Kew 

Why it s here Can we expose chinks 
in the ultinnate Golfs armour? 





0O-62mphin9.7secs,119mph i 1622kg £ £30, 995/E30, 995 Total mileage 4831 
Driver Andy Franklin Why it s here Has Subaru’s move to the mainstream struck gold? 


D his month, TG’s Outback 
got a chance to stretch its 
legs, get away from the 
tedium of commuting and 
head to the south of France 
for our family holiday. If you are going to 
have a car, I always think you need to take 
it on a long journey to really understand its 
strengths and weaknesses. 

In an earlier report, I mentioned I was a bit 
disappointed with the space in the boot and 
so I had a mild panic about getting all the 
family’s kit in. But this was without knowing 
about the secret storage hole under the boot 
floor. The Outback has no spare tyre, so 
where that would normally sit is a clever 
sunken storage hole. Which, handily, is wide 
enough to fit many bottles of wine securely 
on the way home. Well, when in France... 

So, with all our stuff crammed in, we 
headed off. A quick blast to Dover, across 
the Channel and then east around Paris 
onto the A10 to Cahors using the rather 
stylish and easy-to-use central console to 
navigate our way down. 

After 727 miles, we arrived. The 
Outback was an excellent cruiser, not rapid 
by any means, but what it lacks in speed it 
makes up for in comfort, practicality and 


IN DETAIL 



The Outback sits 
200mm off the 
ground -great for 
clearance. Centre 
console is brilliant 



economy. The seats are mega comfy and 
fit around you nicely, and the whole interior 
feels well-made and robust, which is what 
you want on a long journey - and for life. 

We managed about 48-50mpg 
for most of our holiday, which is an 
improvement over the 40-41 mpg I’m 
regularly getting at home. Maybe the 
quality of the roads makes a difference! 
Paying 80p a litre certainly does... 

Overall I was pleasantly surprised by 
how nice the Subaru was to use over a long 
period, even with my dislike of the engine. 

It feels like the Outback is made to last and 
will cope with anything you throw at it. 

The only complaint is that it’s a shame 
the car doesn’t look more upmarket - I’m 
constantly envious of Merc, Audi and BMW 
drivers, but at least it’s not a French car... 


OUTBACK 2.0D SE PREMIUM 


GOODSTUFF 

BADSTUFF 

A Sunroof goes 
all the way 
back and has 
different modes 

▼ Pedals are 
off-centre, so 
they tend to give 
me footache 

A Plenty of room 
for holiday kit, once 
you discover the 
hidden storage 

▼ The noise of 
the car unlocking 
when the clutch 
is released is 
very loud and 


very annoying 
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FIAT 500X 


System failure 


D ve been doing a lot of 
motorway commuting. 
This 500X has a really 
top-notch motorway 
lane-keeping system. But 
its blind-spot warning, part of the same 
£650 pack, is woeful. Oh, it has excellent 
powers of perception. But its criterion for 
warning you, and the size of its defined 
‘danger zone’, is the same whether a 
vehicle is receding back out of the danger 
zone or blasting into it. In other words, 
if you indicate to overtake and there’s 
something faster in the outside lane, you 
get a warning, which is right and proper. 
But if you indicate promptly to move 
back in front of the vehicle you just 
passed (because there’s a Range Rover 
Sport driver up your chuff making 
assumptions about cuddly little Fiats), 
you also get a piercing, infuriating beep- 
beep admonishment. You can switch 
the beeper off, leaving just a flashing 
orange light in each mirror, but that’s 
just capitulating to poor software. 


REPORT 2 


* 1598cc, 4cyl turbodiesel, FWD, 
120bhp, 2561b ft 
jT 68.9mpg, 109g/km CO 2 
vO 0-62mph in 10.5secs, 116mph 
' i 1520kg £ -£20,845/£24,004 

Total mileage 6801 

Driver Paul Horrell 

Why it s here Why are snnall FWD 

crossovers taking over the world? 




REPORT4 


• 1984cc, 4cyl petrol, FWD, 276bhp, 2581b ft » 42.2mpg, 158g/km CO 2 
0O-62mphin6.1secs,155mph * 1440kg £ £29, 205/E32, 020 Total mileage 7660 
Driver Dan Read Why it’s here Is it really the king of hot hatch estates? 


D nother month, another 
accessory, and further 
proof that the Leon suits 
headwear, whether it’s a bike 
rack or a fetching roofbox. 
It’s a slippery, slimline number called the 
Thule Touring Sport, and though it’s really 
supposed to hold a few skis and salopettes, 
it also neatly compensates for the in-car 
luggage room sacrificed by taking animals 
and humans on a weekend trip to Dorset. 

Specifically, it adds 500 litres of space for 
a load of up to 50kg - more than enough to 
hold a few carryalls and walking boots to make 
the cabin a little less squished. But aside from 
this, I reckon it actually makes the Leon look 
even more purposeful, and it even shares the 
car’s streamlined silhouette. 

I’m probably getting overly chirpy about 
this, but hey, it’s about as sexy as a roofbox 
is ever going to get, and (as you’ve probably 
gathered by now) I like things that make 
virtues out of dull necessities. Our lovely 
bright blue Seat does that in many ways, 
which is why I’m liking it more and more. 

On a practical note, the box is ridiculously 
easy to attach (a couple of crablike claws 
simply grip the roofbars), locks safely so you 
can leave your luggage up there unattended. 


Many people and 
much luggage meant 
a sleek roofbox was 
a welcome addition 
to the Seat Leon 
for a recent trip to 
deepest Dorset 




and, due to its low-drag shape, wind noise 
is kept to a bare minimum. Fuel economy 
dropped slightly, but only by one or two 
mpg, which is admirable considering I 
also had extra people on board. 

And despite being loaded up like a 
donkey, the Leon barely noticed. If anything, 
it felt a little more settled under the extra 
weight, and the 2.0-litre turbo was just as 
punchy. Because remember, underneath all 
the sensibleness lurks a 276bhp hot hatch, 
ready to escape given half a chance. 

On roads like the B5157 between 
Weymouth and Bridport, those chances arise 
often. At times I forgot I had company and 
cargo, until being lightly admonished by the 
spouse in the passenger seat*. If it weren’t for 
that, we’d have driven along as normal, and 
my earache might never have happened. 


GARAGE LOmBOOK 

CUPRAST280 


GOODSTUFF 

*lf my wife 
is reading this, 
you were right, 

I probably did 
brake too late 
for that corner. 
But those discs 
are exceptionally 
powerful and the 
pedal is very nicely 
weighted, don’t 
you think? 


BADSTUFF 

▼ Boot floor could 
do with a strut to 
prop it up while you 
get to the spare 
tyre and tools 

▼ Only the 
driver’s seat is 
electric. Front-seat 
passenger must 
adjust things the 
old-fashioned way 


MILEABEANOMPE THIS MONTH 

0 0 0 6 2 
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AUDI TTS 



BLOODHOUND SSC 


REPORTIO 


' Rolls-Royce EJ200 turbofan, Nannnno hybrid rocket, 47,7001b thrust ® 200 litres 
of jet fuel and 800 litres of rocket fuel per run O O-lOOOnnph in 42.0secs, lOSOnnph A 7750kg 
Weeks to go 21 Run by Mark Chapman Why its here Its Bloodhound SSC... 


e were blown away. Not by 
the jet or rocket, but by your 
enthusiasm. I know that 
sounds corny but, honestly, 
we can’t believe how well 
Bloodhound was received at its public debut. 

How did the unveiling at Canary Wharf 
in London come about? Well, as I mentioned 
last month, we had to make a decision on 
when to run Bloodhound in the UK. The 
narrowing weather window, plus the fact we’re 
not exactly flush with funds (even though 
we’ve calculated that Bloodhound’s entire 
budget to break 1,000mph is a fraction of 
what a Formula One team spends each 
season!), meant trying to get to Newquay 
this year didn’t make much sense. 

Instead, to give the project a promotional 
(and hopefully financial) boost we decided to 
show the car to the public for a couple of 
days, to prove we have something tangible 
here, a real, working record-breaker. 

We should have guessed what we were in 
for when all 8,000 tickets went in the blink 
of an eye. In the end, another 2,000 people 
turned up in the hope they’re be able to get 
in. We made sure they did. If you came along 
I really, sincerely hope you got a lot out of it 
and didn’t have to queue for too long. 


w 



IN DETAIL 


Air brakes will go 
here! Nearside left 
uncovered so people 
can see how it works 

How good does 
Bloodhound look 
under studio lights, 
even with a sheet 
over? Proud moment 
for all concerned 



Seeing as we ran out of merchandise on 
day one and several members of the team 
lost their voices, I think you can guess it all 
went pretty well. And what a centrepiece 
Bloodhound was: 5.2 tonnes at the moment 
(one of our engineers guessed its weight 
based on the spring compression and was 
only 10kg out...), empty of fuel, fluids and 
rockets. Even we’re still fascinated when 
peering in through the open flank to see the 
rocket impeller pump and rear suspension. 

What next? Well it’s now back in the 
workshop at Bristol, and as you read this the 
stripdown will be well underway. Yes, that’s 
right, we’re taking it to bits again. We now 
know it fits together, but one or two of the 
parts aren’t in their final spec and any gaps 
and spaces you can see will eventually be 
filled - there’s very, very little spare space. 


GARAGE LOGBOOK 

BLOODHOUND 


GOOOSTUFF 

We’ve announced 
a date: all being 
well, on 15 October 
next year we will 
break the existing 
record and go 
beyond BOOmph 

Your reactions 
to the car made all 
the years of effort 
worthwhile! 


BADSTUFF 

▼ Many exhausted 
people in the wake 
of the show. One 
team member was 
too tired to make 
it to the hotel and 
slept next to the 

car for the night... 

▼ Still waiting fora 
rocket-testing date 

from Nammo 


MILEAGEANDMPGm 

SMGNTHl 


0 0 

0 

0 

0 

il 

N/A 


152 DECEMBER 2015 h. topgear.com 


Night crawler 

n t’s midnight and I could 
be tucked up in a hotel 
in Leeds. Instead I’ve 
elected to drive 200 
miles home in a car 
with no cruise control. It’s borderline 
foggy and there are roadworks. Guess 
how many miles of my 120-mile stretch 
of the Ml consist of 50mph limits, 
average speed cams and flashing red 
crosses... 80 miles. Isn’t that a joke? 

Come to think of it, no, it really isn’t. 

A journey that should have taken under 
three hours, takes over four. Misery. Still, 
droopy eyelids are resisted by diversions 
through Barnsley at nightclub kicking-out 
time and, later, the Brackley roundabouts. 

These are a reminder that the TTS is 
really no slouch around corners. Yes, when 
it’s really tight and twisty, like in the Lake 
District a couple of months back, you 
bemoan the turbo lag, but here the TTS 
feels rapid and incisive. It sounds good for 
a four-cylinder, too, and the upshift pops 
are, quite literally, cracking. A welcome 
shot of adrenaline at 4am. 


REPORT 6 


* 1984cc, 4cyl turbo, 4WD, 

506bhp, 2801b ft 
^ 58.7mpg, 169g/km CO 2 
‘Q0-62mph in 4.9secs, 155mph 
A 1565kg £ £40,310/£48,970 
Total mileage 8027 
Driver Ollie Marriage 
Why it s here Does the TTS have real 
sporting snnarts? 












NISSAN JUKE 



CHALLENGER HELLCAT 


^tellHmDartv-^ — - 


REPORT 6 


' 6166cc, V8, RWD, 707bhp, 6501b ft » 15.6mpg, n/a g/km CO 2 
0O-62mphin3.9secs,199mph * 2013kg £ $60, 990/$65, 695 Total mileage 5600 
Driver Pat Devereux Why it’s here What’s it like to live with a 700+bhp muscle car? 


D j f you think we are going 

overboard with our praise 
for the Challenger Hellcat, 
think again. It’s not just us 
- the whole of America is 
transfixed by it and its four-door brother, the 
Charger Hellcat. No better demonstration 
of which occurred at this year’s Woodward 
Dream Cruise in Detroit. 

What’s the Woodward Dream Cruise? 

It’s the blue-collar version of Califonia’s 
Pebble Beach Concours. Instead of static, 
over-polished garage queens being the main 
attraction, the cruise is a multi-mile moving 
motor show watched by a million people on 
Woodward Avenue from suburban Detroit 
into downtown. And back. 

There are a lot of hugely valuable cars 
here, but they are almost 100 per cent US- 
built. The stars are not Mercedes or Maseratis 
- it’s local muscle cars that take centre stage. 
And the muscle of the moment is the Hellcat 
with the supercharged heart, no question. 

The night before the cruise. Dodge held 
an event to settle a Hellcat grudge match. 
Two competing US car-build shows - Fast N 
Loud and Roadkill - had been given a Hellcat 
engine to drop into a classic Dodge, to prove 
who builds the better, faster cars. 


IN DETAIL 



Welcome to the 
Hellcat party. 

Bring your own 
strait jacket and 
Join in the, um, fun? 



There was quite a lot of backchat on the 
web leading up to the event, but no one was 
ready for the spectator turnout. Expecting a 
handful of people from both sides. Dodge 
was stunned when over 10,000 turned 
up to watch the Hellcat rumble. 

With that kind of audience, the point of 
the Hellcat’s popularity was proven, but let 
the record show that Richard Rawlings’s 1967 
‘Shart Cat’ Dodge Dart beat Roadkill’s 1968 
‘General Mayhem’ Dodge Charger with a 
9.05-seconds quarter-mile. 

The next day. Dodge dominated the 
proceedings with its thrill rides, burnouts on a 
moving flat-bed truck and other stupidity. But 
even that wasn’t enough for Dodge boss Tim 
Kuniskis. “We don’t know when or where, but 
trust us, it will be even bigger and better [next 
year].” My Hellcat? Still as strong as ever. 


^OK 

HELLCAT 


GOOOSTUFF 

A Nothing touches 
it for fun per $ 

A You can carry 
four people plus 
luggage in easy 
comfort 

The boot 
is bigger than 
some crossover 
load areas 


BAOSTUFF 

▼ Starting to 
attract a lot of 
attention. The 
Hellcat badge 
means something 
good to a lot 
of people now. 
Including cops 

▼ Being asked to 
do a burnout at 
every traffic light 


MILEAGE mMPG THISMONTHm^^ 

0 0 0 4 O i oTll 11.D 


Crystal balls 


ow. I’m not claiming to be 
a soothsayer. But six years 
ago, when first testing the 
Nissan Juke, I surmised 
that it’d make a great base 
for a hot hatch. People laughed. Loudly. 

Roll forward to 2015, and a Nismo- 
fettled Juke with a proper shopping list of 
hot-hatch hallmarks. Who’s laughing now? 
Surely I should be filing my invoice to Nissan 
demanding money for IP infringement? 

Well, maybe not. As I’ve found the 
Jismo to be a bit ‘all the gear, no idea’. 

With horsepower on the right side 
of 200, Recaro seats from a Clio Cup, 
a mechanical LSD like a Corsa VXR and 
Alcantara innards like a Porsche GTS, it has 
the right components. But they don’t gel. 

The diff is unfashionably aggressive, 
it torque-steers viciously and feels horrible 
changing directions quickly - that may 
have something to do with its jacked-up 
ride height. Or, it could be a case that 
I’m just driving it wrong. More investigation 
is needed. By someone else preferably. 


N 


REPORTS 


♦ 1618cc, 4cyl, FWD, 215bhp, 2061b ft 
59.2mpg, 186g/km CO 2 
[',0 0-62mph in ZOsecs, ISZmph 
'A 1341kg £ £21,995/£23,295 

Total mileage 3074 

Driver Rowan Horncastle 

Why it s here A hot hatch crossover? 

Is that really a thing? 
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The'^ 

Children’s Trust 

For children with brain injury 



SUPEHGAH 


EVENT 



Our weekend supercar extravaganza 

is celebrating it’s 

10th Anniversary! 

The event has something for the whole family with attractions 
and rides for children and adults, including passenger 

Supercar rides around the famous ‘Top Gear’ track 

- from just £ 30 ! 

25th -26th June 2016 



kets! 

6 


Dunsfold Park, Nr Guildford, Surrey 

SAT NAV postcode GU6 SHY 

Opening hours 9.00am to ^.30pm 

For more information about all our attractions, go to 

www.thesupercarevent.com 







Lotus by Alfa, with the odd Alfa foible to 
boot. But when a car’s this pretty, light 
and engaging, you just want one. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
1.7T Coupe £51,500 4.5 160 240 258 41.5 157 5/1^ 

1.7T Spider £59,500 4.5 160 240 258 41.5 157 7/ir” 

Euro NCAP N/A, LxWxH in mm: 3989x1864x1183, 40-litre fuel tank, 
110-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 


GIULIEHA 


HOW IT 
WORKS 


H Quietly brilliant, thorougf^ueCi ^ing of every act 
” chucked its way. Up anoGolf particular highli^ts. 


mL% 


The best done better than ever. You 
need no other hatchback. So don't 


waste y^ur time looking. 








NICE 

a-» 

li»)H 

RHP 

LIFT 

UK m 

UtllB 

1.4 TSI GT 5 d 

£24270 

U 

134 

ISO 

184 

57 .G 115 

8/10 

2.0 GTI 5 d 0 

£ 23,155 

0.5 

153 

220 

258 

47.1 139 


© 2.0 GTD 5 d 

£ 27.530 

7,5 

143 

184 

258 

67.3 109 

6/10 


Euro NCAP In mm: 4260x1800x1450, SO^lit re fuel 


The single most insane car on sale. Even 
the regular version will redefine your 
sense of what’s possible in a car. 


Another pizza slice from Fiat’s Taste The 
Difference range. It’s no Golf, which is 
why you want it, and also why you don’t. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
2.0JTDM-2 £21,930 8.8 130 150 280 67.3 110 6/10 

Euro NCAP pi *ixWxH in mm: 4350x1800x1460, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 450-litre boot, 7 engines, 6 trims, 15 models in total. 


EVERYTHING YOU 
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
BUYING NEW CARS 


The best badge in the business, now worn by two hatches 
and a sports car that divides opinion. History repeating? 


tank, 380/1270-1^^ boot, 1 B engines, 9 i;j^s,48 models in total. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
2.0 245 £32,255 3.2 141 245 154 N/A N/A 9/10 


2.0 SC 350 R £64,800 2.5 155 330 243 N/A N/A 9/10 


OTG SPEAKS 

Oui verdict on the biaod 

0 MODEL CHOICE 

Just the ones ttiaicount 


e SOME WORDS... 

...atioulthecai 

0 CRASH TESTING 

You wanifive stats here 


O YELLOW BAR 

Denotes the TGFavootiles 

O BOOT VOLUME 

Two numbets? Seats up/down 


O FUEL ECONOMY 

Less is, unt, more 

0 NOT EVERY ENGINE 

is available with evetyitim! 


Euro NCAP N/A, LxWxH in mm: 3410x1890x1195, 42-litre fuel tank, 
N/A-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


Part special forces all-terrain fast attack 
vehicle, part latter-day beach buggy. This 
is Tamiya made real, and it’s mega. 



NEW IN THIS MONTH 


McLaren 570S pi64 

PRICE D-B2 MPH BNP LB FT MPG C02 RmH 

570S £143,250 3.1 204 570 443 25.5 258 Ml 

Mini Clubman pi65 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BNP LEFT MPG 002 Mm 
1.5TC00P6r £19,995 9.1 127 136 1 B 2 55.4 118 MO 



PRICE 0-62 MPH DHP LOFT MPG 002 RATING 
2.4 Nomad £33,000 3.4 125 235 221 N/A N/A 10/10 

Euro NCAP N/A, LxWxH in mm: 3215x1850x1425, 42-litre fuel tank, 
N/A-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


I 


Gear on Aston Martin: 


■Mihat 


ingly cool cars that make up in beauty and charisma 
It tney lack in technical and dynamic ability. 






VANTAGE 


Tht car that took on the 91 1 . And lost. 
Out it’s an Aston, which means brogues 
tiqitbe Porsche’s two-a-penny trainers. 


PRICE 0-02 MPH DHP LOFT MPG 002 RATING 

£94,995 4.8 189 430 361 20.4 321 8/10 

£138,995 3.7 205 573 458 17.2 388 8/10 

£250,000 3.5 185 800 401 19.8 323 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4380x1870x1260, 80-litre fuel 
tank, 300-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 9 models in total. 
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ASTON MARTIN-BAC 



Actually a blend of DB9 and now-defunct 
Virage. Not without charm, but, really 
Aston, it's time for some new ideas. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
6.0 GT £140,000 4.5 103 547 457 19.8 333 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4710x1880x1270, 80-litre fuel tank, 
175-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


IA4 1 

. — 1 

Meet the regional boss’s new A4. Just 
like the regional boss’s old A4. It’s lighter 
and smarter. Unlike the regional boss. 



It won’t chase aw^ the old stereotypes, 
but the all-new TT is a big step forward. 
Interior is genuinely coob 






VANQUISH 


Overhauled DBS is another evolutionary 
step from Aston and is likely to struggle 
to broaden the customer base. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
Vi 2 Coupe £195,950 3.8 201 57B 465 22.1 298 8/10 

V12Volante £207,950 4.0 197 578 485 22.1 298 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4692x1912x1294, 78-litre fuel tank, 
368-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 


1.4 TFSI SE 

PRICE 

£25,900 

0-62 

B.7 

MPH 

130 

GHP 

150 

LG FT 

185 

MPG 

53.3 

C02 

126 

RATING 

7/10 

PRICE 0-62 MPH GHP LOFT MPG C02 RATING 

2.0 TFSI Sport £29,915 B.O 155 230 273 48.3 141 8/10 

2.0 TFSI SE 

£27,700 

7.2 

149 

190 

236 

50.4 

127 

7/10 

2.0 TDI ultra £29,010 7.1 150 104 280 B2.B 116 8/10 

2.0 TDI SE 

£29,150 

8.9 

130 

150 

236 

74.3 

99 

TBA 

Euro NCAP ttw wLxWxH in mm: 4177x1832x1353, 50-litre fuel 

3.0 TDI q’ S Line £38,950 

5.3 

155 

272 

443 

55.4 

134 

TBA 

tank, 305/712-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 14 models in total. 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4726x1842x1427, 58-litre fuel 
tank, 480-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 20 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: FLEET 


RAPIDES 


Aston has ensured the latest Rapide is, 
err, rapid-er by giving it the engine from 
the latest Vanquish. Better than ever. 



^ Audi Aa 2.0 TD1 150 Ultra SE 
^DMW320dE0Plus 
^ Jaguar XE 2.00 163 SE 


An artful lesson in understatement, Audi’s 
AS does desirable without the flash. Unless 
you spec it in white with 20s. Fool. 




6.0 VI 2 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 

£147,950 4.4 203 560 465 21.9 300 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5019x1929x1360, 90.5-litre fuel tank, 
317/886-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

GHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

G 02 

RATING 

2.0 TFSI q’SE 

£33,995 

6.4 

155 

225 

258 

42.8 

152 

7/10 

3.0 TFSI 333 S5 

£43,970 

4.9 

155 

333 

324 

34.9 

190 

7/10 

3.0 TDI quattro 

£41,340 

5.8 

155 

245 

358 

49.6 

149 

7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4630x1860x1370, 65-litre fuel tank, 
455/829-litre boot, 8 engines, 5 trims, 45 models in total. 



Aspirational premium brand is inventing so many niches, if 
there’s not one for you today, there will be by tomorrow. 


Essentially a posh Fabia, the AT is prince to 
Skoda’s pauper. Or maybe the emperor’s 
new clothes. Either way, it’s not £20k good. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
1.4 TFSI Sport £18,730 8.8 127 125 147 57.8 115 8/10 

ST £25,420 5.8 155 231 272 40.3 162 8/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3973x1740x1416, 45-litre fuel 

tank, 270/920-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 




Audi’s photocopier styling department 
has pulled another one out the bag. Still 
not up to 5-Series standards. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 
RS 6 £78,790 3.9 155 560 516 28.8 229 

2.0 TDI ultra SE £32,295 8.4 144 190 280 85.7 113 

3.0 BiTDI SE Av’ £48,515 5.2 155 320 479 45.8 184 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4910x1870x1460, 65-litre fuel 

tank, 535/1680-litre boot, 8 engines, 6 trims, 23 models in total. 



Audi’s niche-busting continues. The A7 is 
basically an AS hatch, with the added sug- 
gestion that you might drive yourself. 


New A3, old looks. But new bits under- 
neath and a really rather lovely cabin. 

Slight naffness standard with every model. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
1.4 TFSI Sport £21,315 9.2 128 125 147 55.4 117 8/10 

e-tron £30,340 7.8 138 204 258 177.8 37 8/10 

S3 £30,980 5.2 155 300 280 40.4 162 7/10 

2.0 TDI Sport £23,815 B.B 134 150 238 68.9 106 7/10 

Euro NCAP fr**P* LxWxH in mm: 4230x1770x1420, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 365/1,100-litre boot, 10 engines, 6 trims, 70 models in total. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

GHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G 02 

RATING 

RS 7 

£84,525 

3.9 

155 

560 

516 

29.7 

221 

7/10 

3.0 TDI BiTDI 

£56,730 

5.2 

155 

320 

479 

46.3 

162 

7/10 



DATA IN NUMBERS: PLUG IN 

ECONOMY 

n 

Fuel range, fully-charged A3 e-trni 
Time to fully charge an A3 e-tr^ 

1584 miles 
our hours 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4970x1911x1420, 73-litre fuel 
tank, 535/1390-litre boot, 6 engines, 5 trims, 13 models in total. 


Will the AS ever escape the S-Class's 
shadow? Probably not, but then on this 
evidence, it doesn't deserve to. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 

Wi 2 £97,920 4.6 155 500 461 25.0 264 6/10 

4.2 TDI SE Ex’ L £78,800 4.9 155 385 828 38.7 190 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5135/5270x1949x1460, 90-litre 
fuel tank, 520-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 17 models in total. 



No VS, no manual, only a faint restyle? 
Has Audi dropped a difficult second 
album clanger? Nope, not at all. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

GHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

5.2 V 10 

£119,500 

3.5 

200 

540 

398 

23.9 

275 

9/10 

5.2 VIO Plus 

£137,500 

3.2 

205 

610 

413 

22.8 

289 

9/10 



Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4470x1240x1940, TBA-litre fuel 
tank, TBA-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


This is the car Audi says rivals the Range 
Rover Evoque. Oh dear. A high-rise Golf 
with an inferiority complex. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 

2.0 TDI quattro £29,280 7.9 138 184 170 53.3 139 8/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4385x1831x1608, 64-litre fuel 

tank, 420/1325-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 15 models in total. 


Audi’s 'small’ SUV is only small because 
the Q7 is the size of sub-Saharan Africa. 


It’s small inside though, if that helps. 





PRICE 

0-62 MPH GHP LB FT 

MPG C02 RATING 

RATING 

SQ5 

£44,785 

5.1 155 313 479 

41.5 179 7/10 

8/10 

2.0 TDI q’SE 

£32,695 

8.4 130 190 295 

49.6 148 5/10 

6/10 

7/10 

turo rvn-AH *** fplxwxi-i in mm: ^Muxiaauxibsu, /s-iiire ruei 
tank, 540/1560-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 16 models in total. 


About time too. New Q7 smaller on the 
outside, bigger where it matters. Margin- 
ally less ofr^sive, too. 



3.0 TDI 272 SE 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 

£50,340 6.3 145 272 442 49.5 149 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5053x1963x1730, 100-litre fuel tank, 
295/2075-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 



A car so good to drive that you’ll need to take everyone you 
know out for a ride in it. Oh, wait... 


Some say it’s too extreme. All we know is 
that Stig once voted it his car of the year. 
And that some people are fools. 


2.3 280 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 

£80,000 2.8 170 280 206 N/A N/A 9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3952x1800x1 110, 35-litre fuel tank, 
NA-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 



Official fuel consumption figures for Che all-new Audi A4 Saloon Sport ultra 2.0 TDI 190PS manual in mpgll/lOOkm): Urban 58.9 (4. 8K Extra Urban 00.7 
13,5K Combined 72A (3.9).. C 02 emissions: IDZg/km, FyeiccrrKjmptkKi andOOj figure are obtained under staridarriKed EU condKione (Dif^ive93Al€/EED. This 
al^Lom a d\TJxt companson betweeni different manufacturer modeb but may not represent bte actual fuel comumption achieved in 'real woiicf driving conditiors. OpitonaA wheeb 
may affect emissions and fud consumptioi^ figures. Image shown for iilLiStrabon purposes orvtv. More infonmatiori is availatte on the Audi website at aiudi.co.u4c and at dfUjov.uk/Hrca 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY GAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO T0P6EAR.G0M/REVIEWS 





















literally never said. 


1 


CONTINENTAL GT 


Way better than the David Dickinson 
image would suggest, the Conti GT is a 
masterclass in modern British style. 




PRICE 

0-G2 

MPH 

OHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

4.0 V8 S 

£150,725 

4.3 

192 

528 

502 

26.7 

246 

8/10 

6.0 W1 2 Speed 

£169,445 

4.0 

206 

635 

605 

16.5 

338 

8/10 

6.0 W12Conv’ 

£166,755 

4.4 

195 

575 

517 

19.0 

347 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4806x1920x1400, 90-litre fuel tank, 
358-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 9 models in total. 


FLYING SPUR 


Brilliant in many ways, but somehow fails 
to capture the essence of luxury as well 
as the Conti coupe. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 

4.0 V8 £142,800 4.9 103 507 487 25.9 254 8/10 

6.0 W1 2 £153,300 4.3 200 625 590 19.0 343 6/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5299x1976x1488, 90-litre fuel 
tank, 475-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


MULSANNE 


The replacement for the Arnage, and 
every bit as opulent and grancT If you 
can Ignore the looks, this is brilliant. 


i1 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
6.75 V8 £229,380 5.1 184 512 752 18.8 393 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5570x1930x1530, 96-litre fuel tank, 
443-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 





i cars good, 2-Series Active Tourer bad. We’ll leave you to 
put the rest of BMW’s range on the swing-o-meter. 


The future is here, its electric and we love 
it. The rest are now playing catch up. From 
a long way behind. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

OHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

i3 EV 

£30,980 

7.2 

93 

170 

184 

n/a 

0 

8/10 

i3 EV REx 

£34,130 

7.9 

93 

170 

184 

470 

13 

9/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3999x11775x1578, 9-litre fuel 
tank(REx), 260-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


I-SERIES 


Perhaps the pick of the premium hatches 
right now, the 1 -Series thrashes the opposi- 
tion for driving. MT 35i is bargainous gem. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

OHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

116d ED-r 3d 

£22,030 

10.4 

121 

110 

191 

83.1 

89 

7/10 

120d Sport 5d 

£25,840 

7.1 

142 

190 

295 

65.7 

114 

7/10 

M135i3d 

£31,860 

5.1 

155 

326 

332 

35.3 

188 

0/10 


Euro NCAP mmmmm LxWxH in mm: 4329x1765x1421, 50/52-litre fuel 
tank, 360/1200-litre boot, 11 engines, 6 trims, 54 models in total. 



Price £20,995 Specs ]25[]hp, 
1481b ft, 0-62nph9.3secs,VMax 
126nph,53.3npg,C0J20g/kn 


The runaway class leader. It just does what it does better 
than any other car, be It the school run or the motorway 
haul. Pity about diesel-gate; we’ll take the TSI instead. 



Price £19,095 Specs 125bhp, 
1251b ft, 0-62riph11.0secs,VMax 


120riph,60.1ripg,C0J08g/kri 


Britain’s best-selling family hatchback and it’s easy 
to see why. A recent facelift has made it a lot more 
Ford-like, although it’s still pipped by the Golf. 



Price £18,895 Specs 150bhp, 
1811b ft, 0-62mph7.8secs,VMax 
g 134fTiph,51.4mpg,C02l28g/kfn 

New Astra weighs in at some 200kgs less than the 
old one, and it feels it. Far livelier than ever before, 
it’s an Astra that may actually tempt. Honest. 



Price £18,300 Specs 125bhp, 
1481b ft, 0-62fTiph9.1secs,VMax 
126fnph, 54.3nipg,C0J20g/kfn 


SEAT has pulled out all the stops with the latest 
Leon and it’s now a car that pushes the Golf hard. Bit 
of extra sporting intent, covers all the bases well. 


Price £19,845 Specs 120bhp, 
22M,0-62mph9.7secs,VMc 
122mph, 91.1fTipg, C02 82g/km 


This one caught us a bit by surprise. It’s a Peugeot, 
and it’s not awful. At all. Rides well, drives nicely, 
looks good. A return to the Peugeots of old. 






PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

OHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

220i Sport 

£26,730 

7.0 

146 

184 

199 

44.8 

148 

7/10 

220d Sport 

£27,550 

7.2 

143 

184 

280 

58.9 

125 

7/10 

M235i 

£35,075 

5.0 

155 

320 

332 

34.9 

189 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4432x1774x1418, 52-litre fuel 
tank, 390-litre boot, 5 engines, 3 trims, 10 models in total. 


2-SERIES ACTIVE TOURER 


BMW builds an MPV, but stupidly still 
quotes a Nurburgring time for it. First 
FWD BMW misses tne point entirely. 




PRICE 

0-02 

MPH 

OHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

218iSE 

£23,010 

9.2 

127 

136 

162 

57.6 

115 

5/10 

218d SE 

£25,000 

9.1 

129 

150 

243 

68.9 

109 

5/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4342x1800x1555, 51 -litre fuel 

tank, 468-1510-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 23 models in total. 


3-SERIES 


Not only the benchmark small exec, but 
one of the best saloons of all. Recently 
facelifted, so even more excellent. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

OHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

340i M Sport 

£38,265 

5.2 

155 

326 

332 

36.7 

179 

7/10 

M3 

£56,595 

4.3 

155 

431 

406 

32.1 

204 

8/10 

316d SE 

£27,435 

10.9 

120 

118 

192 

68.9 

109 

7/10 

320d ED Sport 

£30,985 

8.0 

143 

163 

280 

68.9 

108 

9/10 

330d xDrive M 

£38,915 

5.3 

155 

258 

413 

53.3 

139 

9/10 


Euro NCAP •■LxWxH in mm: 4624x1811x1429, 57/60-litre fuel 
tank, 480-litre boot, 10 engines, 7 trims, 66 models in total. 


14-SERIES 1 


The name may have changed but the 
game’s still the same. Smooth, genteel, 
refined and sport-ish. 






PRICE 0-62 

MPH 

OHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

428i SE 

£33,520 5.9 

155 

245 

258 

42.8 

154 

8/10 

435i M Sport 

£42,370 5.4 

155 

306 

295 

35.8 

185 

8/10 

M4 

£57,055 4.3 

155 

431 

406 

32.1 

204 

7/10 

420d SE 

£32,495 7.3 

149 

190 

205 

67.3 

111 

8/10 

420d SE xDr’ GC 

£33,995 7.7 

147 

190 

205 

01.4 

121 

7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4638x1825x1362, 57/60-litre fuel 
tank, 445/480-litre boot, 7 engines, 6 trims, 86 models in total. 

5-SERIES 



1 


ID 

m 

Sm 

Remains the best exec around thanks to 
cosseting cabin and ride. Big, smooth and 

id 



brilliant - why d'you need a /-Series? 








PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

OHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

535i Luxury 

£44,690 

5.7 

155 

306 

295 

37.7 

174 

7/10 

MS 

£73,970 

4.3 

155 

500 

501 

28.5 

232 

8/10 

520d SE 

£32,305 

7.9 

147 

ISO 

295 

65.7 

114 

8/10 

530d Tour SE 

£43,665 

5.9 

155 

258 

413 

53.3 

139 

9/10 

535d Lux 

£48,920 

5.3 

155 

313 

464 

52.3 

143 

8/10 


Euro NCAP •♦'•^•LxWxH in mm: 4907x1860x1460, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 520-litre boot, 13 engines, 6 trims, 62 models in total. 


Audi 

Voreprung durch Technik 



The all-new Audi A4 Saloon Sport ultra from £329 per month.* Includes: 

* MMI Navigation Xenon headlights with LEO daytime running lights ^ Audi Smartphone Interface 


Visit audi.co.uk/offers 


'HttK Dv^lwuiitrnpniy I^nrdcrtftejU’^irMuiiMSikmnSportiillnZOlIJiiSOHSrwi^ 

QT^thttiwT jt vrj Fuflicrdiirin may M wtwn ic*ilcl? H Ttufiwdl uafRt t&tine tcmraci jnd miih9(|i± jMc 4i th? prMitUtiirste Finance wlifRi AniiaAiAc; le ifivind ntr. SirfjfKi: to ^aibbtlly 

Ptfco and tearnpirt « swwt # Mtnc of p<iUii9titfi «nddb not Like |frtfric»yni to 9 e¥cm<nen( ia»n or Jfisina ifttf iht of |Hfbl«4U» wwlwndUanv m^r f iwfwi Aidi Finntt 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS VOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERV CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEW8 


BENTLEY-BMW 




















BMW-CITROEN 


6-SERIES 


Unusually, BMW launched the 6 as a 
Cabrio first. Also unusually, the coupe’s a 
bit... rubbish. GC 4dr is much better. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BMP LEFT MPG 002 
650i Sport Con’ £75,690 4.B 155 450 400 30.7 214 

M6 Coupe £92,350 4.2 155 560 501 28.5 232 

640dGCSE £62,295 5.4 155 313 464 50.4 148 

M6GC £94,750 4.2 155 560 501 28.5 232 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4890x1890x1370, 70-litre fuel tank, 
460-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 19 models in total. 



7-SERIES 


Never as attractive a proposition as the 
Merc S-Class, the 7 is phenomenally 
good without anyone really giving a toss. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

73od 

£66,200 

6.1 

155 

269 

458 

60.1 

124 

7/10 

740Li M Sport 

£75,710 

5.6 

155 

331 

332 

40.4 

164 

7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5098/5238x1901x1467, 78-litre fuel 
tank, 515-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 8 models in total. 


How does BMW get the Z4 wrong? It 
looks right, but doesn’t drive right. The 
Boxster kicks it in the tenders. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

sDrivei8i 

£29,690 

7.9 

137 

154 

177 

41.5 

159 

4/10 

sDrive28i 

£39,340 

5.7 

155 

245 

258 

41.5 

159 

5/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4240x1790x1290, 61 -litre fuel tank, 
180/310-litre boot, 6 engines, 2 trims, 9 models in total. 


IMiIiHwiniTei^JiII 



A supercar for spacemen. There’s noth- 
ing else like it: this is a performance car 
that makes a Prius look like a gas-guzzler. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LEFT MPG 002 RATINE 

£104,540 4.4 155 367 236 134.5 49 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4689x1942x1298, 42-litre fuel 
tank, TBA-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


New XI gets FWD platform from 
2-Series Active Tourer. Is less objection- 
able than old one in every single way. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LEFT MPG G02 RATING 
xDrivezod £32.180 7.6 136 190 295 57.6 126 8/10 

xDrivezsd £36,060 6.6 146 231 332 56.5 132 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4439x1821x1598, 61-litre fuel tank, 
505/1505-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total. 


Far superior to the last one. So much so 
that you question the need for the X5. 
X3 is more socially acceptable, too. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

xDrive20d SE 

£33,795 

8.1 

130 

190 

295 

55.4 

135 

7/10 

xDrive35d M Sp’ 

£45,895 

5.3 

152 

313 

465 

47.1 

157 

7/10 


Euro NCAP n**- LxWxH in mm: 4648x1881x1675, 67-litre fuel 
tank, 550/1600-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


People with the hides of rhinos and a 
passion for obnoxiousness bought the 
X6, so we now have to suffer an X4. Joy. 



Price £34,130 Specs UQbl 
1841b ft, 0-62niph7.9secs, 


The first all-electric BMW available to the masses. 
BMW-y drive, clever interior, and the option of a tiny 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LEFT MPG 002 RATING 

xDrivesod XLi’ £45,395 5.6 145 258 413 49.6 149 4/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4671x1915x1624, 67-litre fuel tank, 
500/1400-litre boot, 3 engines, 2 trims, 6 models in total. 


Very good on tarmac, assuming you 
want to pummel it into submission. Just 
like with those building contracts, yeah? 



motorbike engine to extend the range. It’s brilliant. 

M50d 

PRICE 

£65,040 

0-62 

5.3 

MPH 

155 

BHP 

381 

LEFT 

545 

MPG 

42.8 

G02 

173 

RATING 

6/10 

7 ^ ILJ 

xDrive30d SE 

£49,365 

6.8 

142 

258 

413 

47.9 

156 

7/10 



Price £104,540 Specs 3; 
4211b ft, 0-62nph4.4secs, 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4896x1938x1762, 85-litre fuel tank, 
650/1870-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 



A hybrid that can also go toe-to-toe with a Porsche 911? 
That’ll be the i8. Stunning design, amazing powertrain 
and just so intoxicating to live with. The future’s here. 


Small, light and nimble 50-year old cars remain all that. 
But they didn’t have to negotiate X6s in 1965. 


As old as the hills, yet as energetic as 
a spring lamb. The small, light, flimsy 
template still serves the 7 well. 




Price £90,700 Specs 762bbp, 
7131b ft, 0-60npb2.8secs,VMax 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

0.8 160 

£18,995 

6.9 

100 

80 

79 

57.6 

114 

9/10 

2.0 360 

£26,995 

4.8 

130 

183 

143 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

R 620 

£49,995 

2.8 

155 

310 

219 

n/a 

n/a 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3530x1690x1140, 36-litre fuel tank, 
75-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


Quite simply, the most appealing all-electric car on sale. 
Lesser models get more range, but 90D is worth it for 
2.8-to-60mph ludicrous’ mode alone. 




Price £35,690 Specs 204bhp, 
2581b ft, 0-62nph7.6secs,VMax 
138nph,N/Anpg,002 37g/kn 



Like the Golf GTE, only not tarted up to ape the GTI. 
Is all the better for it. Intelligent drivetrain plus general 
Audi nice-ness makes for a winner. 



If you’re looking for Chevrolets such as the Aveo and 
Cruze, you’re reading the wrong magazine. 


CORVETTE STINGRAY 


The Americans have finally got serious 
about taking on the Porscne 911. Others 
have tried before, but rarely as well as this. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LEFT MPG 002 RATING 
6.2 V8 £69,810 <4.0 186 460 465 23.5 279 7/10 

6.2V8SCZ06 £99,140 3.4 186 650 650 20.0 322 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4495x1780x1235, TBC-litre fuel 
tank, TBC-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 


TopGear on Citroen 


Design-led brand that’s the most ‘French’ of the French car 
firms. Undergoing a bit of a renaissance these days. 


Price £30,845 Specs 115t 
1991b ft, 0-62nphl0.4secs, 


The first time Citroen got jiggy with 
Peugeot and Toyota, they created some- 
thing quite cool. Now it’s round two. 



Looks like a Golf, feels like a Golf, drives like a Golf. 
Only more silently and with a bit of range anxiety. 
Electricity takes a step into the mainstream. 


1.0 Touch 3d 


PRICE 0-62 MPH 
£8,345 14.3 98 


LEFT MPG 002 RATING 
69 68.9 95 6/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3460x1620x1430, 35-litre fuel 

tank, 196/780-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 20 models in total. 


THE BMW 520d M SPORT SALOON 

MONTHLY RENTALS FROM £339 



BMW [UK) Ltd is a credit brakef Figures may vary depervdirvg on driving style and conditions Offlda fuel economy figures for the BMW 520d M Sport Saloon: Urban 50 4 mpg 
Hif« Agreement for a B^W S2t>d M Spon Saloon wHh opiionel nietsiiic pairvt, wflh a cootracl mileage of 30,000 mi ee and euccesa rnl eage change of 10T2p per mi e App «« tier newvehicee ordered et pertic^ina 
nuleage, veliic e condition And other charges inav be payab b Hire Bvsi able sdb^t tn status lo UK resklenta aged 13 or ouer Guarantags and indemnities may be required Tenns and oondi lions appy Offer 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOOT EVERY GAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO T0P6EAR.G0M/REVIEWS 

























DS4 



Breath of fresh air, as only Citroen can 
do. Great looking and witn iust enough 
gadgets to keep a modern family happy. 



1 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.2 Purer 75 

£12,990 

12.9 

103 

75 

87 

61.4 

105 

8/10 

1.2 Purer 110 

£15,890 

9.3 

117 

110 

151 

60.1 

107 

8/10 

1.6 BlueHDi 100 

£15,490 

10.7 

114 

100 

187 

83.1 

90 

8/10 


Euro NCAP **« »LxWxH in mm: 4157x1729x1480, 45-litre fuel 


tank, 358/1170-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 13 models in total. 


GRAND C4 PICASSO 


Funky newness from Citroen, helping 
make the world of MPVs more accept- 
able. Headlights a particular success. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.6 THP 165 

£24,410 

8.7 

130 

165 

177 

50.4 

130 

7/10 

1.6 BlueHDi 120 

£22,485 

11.6 

117 

120 

221 

65.7 

105 

8/10 


Euro NCAP *■* n. LxWxH in mm: 4590x1830x1630, 60-litre 
fuel tank, 537/1 851 -litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


TopGear on Dacia 


Cheap cars from Eastern Europe, via France for a bit of 
je ne sais quoi, and then on to the budget-conscious. 


SANDERO 


The UK’s cheapest new car - you can 
lease one for less than a Sky TV package. 
Nothing here besides simple transport. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.2 75 Access 

£5,995 

14.5 

97 

75 

78 

47.9 

137 

6/10 

0.9 TCe 90 Amb 

£7,595 

11.1 

109 

90 

99 

54.3 

120 

6/10 

T.5 dcT90 Amb 

£8,595 

12.1 

107 

90 

162 

74.3 

99 

0/10 


Euro NCAP »LxWxH in mm: 4060x1730x1520, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 320/1200-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


DUSTER 1 


Simple, higin-riding crossover-style five- 
seater is aTavourite of James May. Good 
value, surprisingly able, very tough. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.6 105 Access 

£9,495 

11.5 

102 

105 

109 

39.8 

165 

7/10 

1.5 dCi Amb’ 

£11,995 

11.8 

100 

110 

177 

56.5 

130 

7/10 


Euro NCAP # h* LxWxH in mm: 4320x1820x1700, 50-litre fuel tank, 
475/1636-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 


’ Citroen’s new sub-brand will focus on style, tech and luxury. 
Think Lexus. Only French-er. 


DS3 


A former Car of the Year and a gigantic, 
mincing Gallic leap forward for Citroen. 
Not fast, but a kick up the arse for Mini. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1 .2 VTi DSign 

£12,865 

10.6 

114 

82 

87 

62.8 

104 

7/10 

1.6 THP DStyle 

£17,790 

7.5 

135 

165 

177 

50.4 

129 

7/10 

T 6 e-HDi DSt’ 

£15,820 

12.5 

113 

90 

169 

78.5 

95 

7/10 


Euro NCAP w*»t*^LxWxH in mm: 3950x1720x1480, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 285/880-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 12 models in total. 



Not as good as the DS3, not as cool as 
the DSS^. An awkward middle-child that’s 
best avoided. Facelift imminent. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BMP LEFT MPG 002 RATING 

i. 2 DSign £18,695 10.0 123 130 169 55.4 119 4/10 

1.6 BlueHDi DSi’ £19,895 12.2 120 120 236 65.7 100 4/10 

Euro NCAP p L xWxH in mm: 4330x1790x1490, 60-litre fuel tank, 
410-1185-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 9 models in total. 


The most avantgarde DS. Not as inspir- 
ing as the 3, and the ride should still be 
better, but family cars come no cooler. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 

2.0 BlueHDi £27,140 10.6 127 150 272 68.9 105 7/10 

Euro NCAP pp pv pLxWxH in mm: 4530x1870x1540, 60-litre fuel tank, 
465-litre boot (Hybrid 3251), 5 engines, 3 trims, 9 models in total. 



Art and science blended into the most alluring and 
diverse supercar range in the company’s history. 


CALIFORNIA T 


The Ferrari that everyone thought was a 
Maserati now has a turbo V8. Purists will 
hate it, but it’ll bring in buyers. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
3.8 VST £155,460 3.6 196 560 556 26.9 250 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4570x1910x1322, 78-litre fuel tank, 
240/340-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


488 GTB 


So long, natural aspiration. Twin-charged 
488 is new-age fast, but not quite as fizzy 
as the car it replaces. Mighty nonetheless. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LEFT MPG C02 RATING 
3.9T £183,964 3.0 205 670 560 24.7 260 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4568x1952x1213, TBA-litre fuel tank, 
TBA-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


458 


The finest sports car of the past five 
years. Utterly mind-blowing. You should 
want one. Everyone should want one. 




PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LEFT MPG G02 RATING 

4.5 V 8 Speciale £208,100 3.0 202 605 398 23.9 275 10/10 

4.5 V 8 Spider £199,006 3.4 198 562 398 21.2 307 10/10 



Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4580x1940x1210, 86-litre fuel 
tank, 230-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


f 


FI2 


The FT 2 is bombastic, epic and howlingly 
fast. The fastest ever until the LaFerrari 
came along. Emphatically not just a GT. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LEFT MPG G02 RATING 
6.3 VI 2 £241,053 3.1 211 740 508 18.8 350 10/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4620x1940x1270, 92-litre fuel tank, 
350-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 




{5 6 /loo km} Ex^a Urban 67.3 mpg (4.2 17100 km). Combined 601 mpg (47 7100 km). CO 2 emiasims I24g/km. 'irotiai rwrta £^69^ Prk» sht3wn a for 1 36 monih Pa™™ Coatract 
BMW retahars beMefi ^ OctGbef and 31 Deoemba^r 2015 and raoistensd by 31 Marcfi 2016 (sub^ to aval ability), Rdtall customera on y At the end of your ao'eement you must return the vehicle Bcess 
may be vsned, wilhdrawn or isxlencisd at ary time Hre providsd by BMW Ptnancial Services {GB] Limibed, Summit OlM^ Surrirnit Avenue, Famborough, Hampahire GUI 4 OPB 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS VOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERV CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEW8 


CITROEN-FERRARI 














FERRARI-FORD 


FF 



It’s back, it’s slightly rounder and it’s 
still entirely briRiant. Come ’ere cuddly 
Panda, we want to give you a hug. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BMP 

TwinAirSSEasy £11,095 11.2 110 85 

1.3 MJet Easy £12,095 12.8 104 75 


LEFT MPG C02 MMt 

106 67.3 99 8/10 

140 72.4 104 8/10 

Euro NCAP * p* LxWxH in mm: 3650x1640x1550, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 225/870-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 15 models in total. 


Not quite the Sixties revival Fiat was 
angling for, but the 500 is a refreshing 
alternative to Mini-shaped ubiquity. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.2 Pop Star 

£11,765 

12.9 

99 

69 

75 

60.1 

110 

7/10 

0.9 85 Pop Star 

£13,060 

11.0 

107 

85 

107 

74.3 

90 

7/10 

500C 0.9 Lounge 

£17,070 

10.0 

117 

105 

107 

67.3 

99 

6/10 


Euro NCAP mmwm*Lx\NxH in mm: 3571x1627x1488, 38-litre fuel 
tank, 185-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 26 models in total. 


Don’t be misled by the badge and the 
headlights. The 500L is more Panda 
than 500, and bigger than you expect. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LEFT MPG C02 RATING 

1.4 95 Pop £13,040 12.8 111 95 93 45.8 145 5/10 

1.6 MJet Lounge £19,090 11.3 112 105 238 82.8 117 5/10 

Euro NCAP pppp pLxWxH in mm: 3550x1630x1490, 37-litre fuel 
tank, 185-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 12 models in total. 



ABARTH500 


Short on talent, long on appeal, that’s 
the rufty-tufty Abartn. Pogo stick ride 
but ever so eager with it. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1 .4 T-Jet 1 35 

£14,560 

7.9 

127 

135 

148 

43.5 

155 

7/10 

595 1.4 Comp’ 

£18,990 

7.4 

130 

162 

148 

43.5 

155 

7/10 


Dear Car Clinic 

Tm the kind of person who enjoys picking 
bugs out of my teeth, washing grit out 
of my eyes, and discussing the minutiae 
of my Caterham's suspension geometry. 
Recommend me a new track toy. 

GEOFF WEBB, BATH 


There are many from which you can 
choose, Geoff. Designed in Italy by a pair 
of Mexicans, following the familiar "I don't 
care how my face looks at the end of this 
journey" template, the Vuhl 05 is new to 
the game. Bit tame for you though, Geoff. 

Quick, but too easy to potter around in. 
Less friendly, and therefore better, (weirdly) 
is the Atom 5.5 R. Antisocially swift and 
utterly bereft of any bodywork whatsoever, 
the Atom is surely the one. 


Euro NCAP pppp * LxWxH in mm: 3660x1630x1490, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 185/610-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total. 


The quest to cash in on the 500 continues. 
Similar lights, but otherwise there’s nothing 
500-ish here. Not a bad crossover, mind. 





PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.4 MAir P’Star 

£17,595 

9.8 

118 

140 

170 

47.1 

139 

6/10 

1 .6 MJet P’Star 

£19,095 

10.5 

116 

120 

236 

68.9 

109 

6/10 

2.0 MJet Cross 

£24,095 

9.8 

118 

140 

258 

51.4 

144 

6/10 


Euro NCAP » PPiLxWxH in mm: 4248x1796x1600, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 350/1000-litre boot, 4 engines, 6 trims, 13 models in total. 



Proof that mass market motoririj 
Note: this does not 


irket motoring can have an edge, 
apply to the disappointing EcoSport. 


Arguably the best supermini on sale. 
Price-setter or pacemaker, there’s some- 
iJlring for everyone here. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.0T Zetec 3 d 

£14,195 

11.2 

112 

100 

125 

65.7 

99 

8/10 

1,6T 182 ST 3d 

£17,545 

6.9 

139 

182 

213 

47.9 

139 

9/10 

lI’TDCi Ztec 5d 

£16,295 

11.9 

111 

95 

159 

88.3 

82 

8/10 


Euro NCAP ***■# LxWxH in mm: 3950x1720x1480, 42-litre fuel 
tank, 295/979-litre boot, 9 engines, 7 trims, 47 models in total. 


hew engines, new interior design, even 
M tvrak to perk the handling back up. 
Focus is back to its best. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

I.OTZttec 

£19,095 

11.0 

120 

125 

147 

60.1 

108 

8/10 

I.STTit’X 

£23,820 

8.6 

130 

182 

177 

51.4 

127 

8/10 

2 . 0 TST 

£22,195 

6.5 

155 

255 

250 

41.5 

159 

8/10 

TDCi Zetec 

£19,795 

10.5 

120 

120 

199 

74.3 

98 

7/10 


turo NCAP k LxWxH in mm: 4358x1823x1484, 53-litre 

♦uel tank, 363/1 148-litre boot, 9 engines, 5 trims, 51 models in total. 


MONDEO 


Been cn sale in the US for three years 
nc 3 w. Smooth, refined and not too 
Anwkan. Well done Ford. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1.6 TDCi Style £21,095 

12.1 

119 

115 

199 

78.5 

94 

7/10 

1 .5T Zetec £21,345 

9.2 

138 

160 

177 

48.7 

134 

7/10 

2.0 TDCi Est Tit’ £25,295 

9.5 

130 

150 

258 

67.3 

109 

7/10 


Euro NCAP pLxWxH in mm: 4780x1890x1500, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 540/1460-litre boot, 7 engines, 4 trims, 34 models in total. 

IMP 

Ford’s reply to the Vauxhall Meriva. Sliding 
rear doors and no B-pillars means easy ac- 
cess and brilliant packaging. Fine car. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1 .OT Zetec 

£15,495 

13.2 

109 

100 

125 

55.4 

119 

7/10 

1.0T Titanium 

£17,295 

11.2 

117 

125 

147 

57.7 

114 

8/10 


Euro NCAP «*»» » LxWxH in mm: 4080x1860x1600, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 318/1386-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


Now with added grille. C-Maxgets Ford’s 
new family face and myriad very welcome 
improvements elsewhere. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

002 

RATING 

1 .OT Zetec 

£19,195 

11.4 

116 

125 

125 

55.4 

117 

6/10 

2.0 TDCI Ti’ Gr’ 

£24,495 

9.8 

126 

150 

273 

61.4 

119 

6/10 


Euro NCAP mwmw LxWxH in mm: 4380/4519x1860x1620, 53/60-litre 
fuel tank, 432/1723-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 20 models in total. 



DATA IN NUMBERS: 


^ Average price pramium, G-Max ever Fecus Sdr 


Second-gen of Ford’s low-roofed MPV 
keeps its dad’s fine dynamics, with a 
much smarter interior 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

I.SSCTiZetec £24,545 9.9 124 160 177 43.5 149 8/10 

'2.0 TDCi Zete^ £28,445 10.8 ' 123 " 150 " 258 58.5 129 8/10 

' 2.0 TDCi AWD £32,945 10.5 128 180 295 48.7 149 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4796x1916x1655, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 285/2200-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 11 models in total. 



GALAXY 


Ford’s flagship seven-seater offers extra 
headroom, but is otherwise upstaged by 
the livelier and more desirable S-Max. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG 002 RATING 

2.0 TDCi Zetec £28,345 ' 10.9 " 123 150 ' 258 58.5 129 7/10 - 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4848x1916x1747, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 300/2339-litre boot, 5 engines, 3 trims, 13 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY GAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO T0P6EAR.G0M/REVIEWS 


















The Kuga has grown up and bought 
some sensible slacks. Sure, it’s highly 
competent, but so are others. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BMP LEFT MPG G02 RATING 

1.5T Titanium £22,645 9.7 121 150 177 45.B 143 B/1D 

2.0TDCiAWD £26,345 9.2 12B 1B0 295 54.3 135 B/10 

Euro NCAP » LxWxH in mm: 4520x1840x1700, 57-litre fuel 
tank, 456/1653-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 16 models in total. 



MUSTANG 


At last, a muscle car to call our own. 
Mustang now here in right-hand drive, 
still feels very American. Also large. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LEFT MPG G02 RATING 
2.3Ecoboost £2B,995 5.B 155 314 320 35.3 179 7/10 

5 . 0 V 8 GT £32,995 4.B 155 41B 3B7 20.9 299 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4784x1916x1381, 61 -litre fuel 
tank, TBA-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 



Reliable, practical moi 
now the Civic Type-R is herei 


Reliable, practical model range that seems a lot brighter 
■' civ' ^ ■ ' 


New Jazz is clever. Very clever. Deserves 
to be bought by more under 80s than it 
almost certainly will be. 



1.3 SE Navi 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
£14,595 11.2 11B 102 91 56.5 116 6/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3995x1694x1550, 40-litre fuel 
tank, 354/897-litre boot, 1 engine, 5 trims, 5 models in total. 


Facelift helps add interest to the fading 
Civic; Type R introduces a rocket into 
dealerships for guaranteed fireworks. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 



2.0 Type R 

£29,995 

5.7 

167 310 295 

38.7 170 8/10 

1.6 DTEC Sport 

£20,820 

10.5 

129 120 221 

^ mm. .4'27nv1"7“7nv 

76.3 98 7/10 

tank, 477/1378-litre boot, 4 engines, 6 trims, 25 models in total. 


Honda Jazz with a bit more chunk and 
the option of 4WD. Smaller than a 
Qashqai. Think Mazda CX-3. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
1.5 S £17,995 10.7 119 130 114 50.4 130 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4294xTBAxl 605, 50-litre fuel tank, 
453/1026-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


A car engineered for accountants. It’s a 
great all-rounder but deeply boring with 
It. There are few more reliable SUvs. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
1.6i-DTECEX £27,570 9.6 125 160 256 55.4 133 6/10 

Euro NCAP r LxWxH in mm: 4570x1820x1685, 58-litre fuel 
tank, 589/1648-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 1 1 models in total. 



Lacks the charisma of the Panda and the } 
sheer polish of the Up! but actually, if 
you don’t care about cars, buy this one. 


LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

1.0 S £8,705 14.9 96 66 69 60.1 108 8/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3665x1660x1500, 40-litre fuel 

tank, 252-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


It’s the new i20! It’s not that exciting! It 
needs better engines! Otherwise a very 
worthy and competent supermini. 



1.2 S Air 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
£11,445 13.6 99 75 90 58.9 112 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4035x1734x1474, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 301/1042-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 13 models in total. 


Coo, Hyundai seems to be catching up 
with Kia in the design stakes, and catching 
up with everyone dse everywhere else. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

I.eCRDiBDSE £18,495 10.6 117 110 206 78.4 94 7/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4300x1780x1470, 53-litre fuel 

tank, 378/1316-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 18 models in total. 


Not long ago, a Hyundai would be beige 
and so would its driver. The stylish i40 
has changed all that. Estate is the pick. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 

1.7 CRDiS Tour’ £21,650 10.5 124 141 251 65.7 114 7/10 

Euro NCAP ■ LxWxH in mm: 4775x1815x1470, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 553/1719-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 16 models in total. 



GENESIS 


Like prog rock, a bit of a relic. Over- 
blown, thirsty and laughably expensive. 
Fails to rock us: wher^s the progress? 



3.8 V 6 


PRICE 0-62 MPH 
£47,995 6.5 149 


LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
293 25.9 261 5/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4990x1890x1480, 73-litre fuel 
tank, 493-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: HOW much? 


■3,250 cheaper than a Genesis 


^BMWSSSiMSporn 



TUCSON 


Just what the world needed. Another 
compact SUV. Silly name, but if you’re into 
this kind of thing, quite good. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
2.0CRDi2WD £24,195 10.6 116 136 275 58.9 127 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4475x1850x1645, 62-litre fuel tank, 
513/1503-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 18 models in total. 


SANTA FE 


Can't afford a Disco? Then step this way, 
as savvy Santa Fe shows there is another 
way. Gymkhana mums might not agree. 



2.2CRDiSE 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 

£27,995 9.8 118 197 311 46.3 159 7/10 


Euro NCAP * LxWxH in mm: 4660x1890x1760, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 534-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 



Posh Nissan offshoot desperately aiming to emulate Lexus. 
In Europe, we’re still struggling to notice. Or care. 


Q50 1 

f _ y 

More sharply styled but otherwise anony- 
mous saloon from Nissan’s lux wing. This 
time aimed at the BMW 3-Series. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
Q 50 2 . 2 dSE £28,650 8.5 140 170 295 65.0 114 5/10 

Q 50 Hybrid £40,695 5.2 155 364 402 43.0 144 5/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4790x1820x1450, 74-litre fuel 

tank, 400/500-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


Refined, classy and quick, but as bland as 
a Lexus and go carefully with the spec - it’s | 
your money you're throwing away. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
2.2d Premium £33,400 8.9 137 170 295 57.6 129 5/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4950x1850x1500, 70/80-litre fuel 
tank, 350/450/500-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 9 models in total. 




Want to avoid a BMW X6 and associated 
impressions of drug related violence? 
The QX70 is an option. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 

5.0V8SPrem’ £54,750 5.8 155 390 368 21.6 307 6/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4870x1930x1540, 90-litre fuel tank, 
410/1305-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 9 models in total. 



Forget the F-Type, this is actually the most 
important Jaguar of the last decade. Need 
to banish all memory of the X-Type. Oops. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

2.0TSE 

£26,995 

7.7 

147 

200 

206 

37.7 

179 

8/10 

3.0 V 6 S/C S 

£44,870 

5.1 

155 

340 

CO 

CO 

ro 

34.9 

194 

8/10 

2.0D 180 SE 

£30,275 

7.8 

140 

180 

317 

67.3 

109 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4672x1850x1416, 47/56/63-litre 
fuel tank, 450-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 14 models in total. 


New XF is good. Probably-better-than-a- ^ , 

5-Series good. Lovely inside too, just not 
big enough for plutocrat bellies. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

3.0 V 6 S/C S 

£49,945 

5.1 

155 

380 

332 

34.0 

198 

9/10 

2.0D 180 RSp’ 

£35,100 

7.7 

136 

180 

317 

65.7 

114 

9/10 

3.0D V 6 S 

£49,945 

5.8 

155 

300 

332 

51.4 

144 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4954x1880x1457, 55/66/74-litre 
fuel tank, 540/963-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: FAT CAT DIET 


^ Jaguar XF 2.0D 180 keibweight 
^ BMW 520il kerbwelght Si 
^ Audi A6 2.0 TDI uKra kerbweight 


Zoinks. The XJ is rapid, refined and just 
plain beautiful. The interior is so special 
we invented an award for it. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 

XJLS.ODPort’ £67,870 6.4 155 275 443 47.0 159 7/10 

XJ L 3.0 SC Por’ £73,450 5.7 155 340 332 30.0 224 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5120/5250x1890x1490, 82-litre 
fuel tank, 520-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 13 models in total. 




Over-priced Cayman rival, or cut-price 
91 1 alternative? Who cares, when the 
F-Type is this sodding good? 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G 02 

RATING 

3.0 V 6 S Coupe 

£60,250 

4.9 

171 

380 

CO 

CO 

CO 

31.8 

213 

8/10 

5.0 V 8 R AWD 

£85,025 

3.9 

186 

550 

501 

25.0 

269 

8/10 

3.0 V 6 S Conv’ 

£67,520 

4.9 

171 

380 

CO 

CO 

CO 

31.0 

213 

7/10 

5.0 V 8 S Conv’ 

£79,985 

4.3 

186 

495 

460 

25.5 

259 

7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4470x1920x1300, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 196/315-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 14 models in total. 



long-obsessed 4x4 experts still trading off WWII heroics. 

I’t mention the Italian and German oily bits underneath. 

Kfll 


RENEGADE 


Meet the Fiat SOOX’s Yankee cousin. The 
styling’s a bityee-hah, but it drives with 
Euro sophistication, with added fun. 


1.6 Sport 
1 .4 MJet Longi’ 

Euro NCAP t if**»LxWxH in mm: 4236x1805x1667, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 351/1356-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 15 models in total. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G 02 

RATING 

£16,995 

11.9 

111 

112 

112 

47.1 

141 

6/10 

£19,795 

10.9 

112 

142 

170 

47.1 

140 

6/10 



CHEROKEE 


After a leave of absence, the Cherokee 
is back to do battle with the Freelander. 
It’s priced well and looks... interesting. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 

2.0Mjet140 £26,095 10.9 116 140 258 53.3 139 6/10 

2.2 Mjet 200 4x4 £36,795 8.5 127 200 324 49.6 150 6/10 

Euro NCAP u ^ LxWxH in mm: 4623x1859x1669, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 714/1267-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 1 1 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS VOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERV CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEW8 


FORD-JEEP 





























JEEP-LAND ROVER 


IGRANO CHEROKEE 1 


Jeep may be under Fiat's controi, but 

ntj-Qnc jppeani Lo have teW tfie Grand 

ChenoIcK Wft thir?^, pfiay. 



AVENTADOR 


Murcielago replacement doesn’t disap- 

pcmL A ninLof Audi has crept n\ hui 

be A^«nt9dcM- 4$ti boulter?. 



6.4vtiSAT mm %M m m m m m in 

i,0€RDonafio mm u m m m BJ m 

Ei^liCAP 


Iran year-wirrim;y-b«dM i^im of 
hm^ K duffer ifna^ VWi^ fti sup rlxcd u you MIL 


PICANTO 


A iCiioeckffl-- Uttsf Pwamo looks 
good, drfves wed, costs little and Is 
warr^led to the nm. 



1.0 1ld 
1j!5I5d 


aw ttj « H 

mm m m m 


n m m 
m mj m 


im 

Hi 


atX^^iTO-te* toaC i It m od ri * tw. tsM. 


Soil a ■w^Hte Rxxls <3r^ biJt now 
goods by John auMd guelf^ ^ a 
rnql tor vW now, as Is much cfce. 



IV a« V V an OT M mm 

vCTT^Dicmj^ mm mi n ii h oi m n 

mm IS w Z 01 HJ 

ew«IKi*iP***«> L^^^MP«<TW«c17n«147g^n.|*n1M 
Uini;^ VI)flSTi4l|r« i S It i*«4il» 111 Wll. 


SPORTAGE 


An eaiiy iTcrvJsetter IT t^f CfSKSOver 
cbss, nA Urncb haw csi^gfM: up wttti a 
now. Bg, chui%, nci tha fm to drive. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

l.yCRDi 2WD2 

£21,200 

11.9 

107 

114 

100 

CO 

135 

6/10 

2.0 CRDi KX-4 

£20,200 

9.4 

120 

101 

202 

46.3 

150 

6/10 


Euro NCAP p LxWxH in mm: 4440x1860x1650, 58-litre fuel 

tank, 564/1353-litre boot,4 engines, 6 trims, 9 models in total. 



Swedish purveyors of ^Pply 
Big and snouty - yes. But also 


The PI , LaFerrari and 9 ^ 8 are all well 
and good, but there is a fourth way. 
The Swedish way... 



5.0 V8 T RS 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LEFT MPG G02 RATING 

£1.27111 TBA TBA 1160 944 TBA TBA TBA 


Gin lilO^ LiWlM h mm: 4»S^i2aSta1 1»L i24lM 

1SflL4lm 1 *t#IW, 1 irtov 1 


REGERA 


Tnje bo fom^ latest Seee BiTpildest ^ 

Petmi-efartric tybhd a¥ietd single 
speed 'bcoc We can't wait tor this one . 



SOViTPMEV CLUiT P Sfi 


KN ni 111 


ewii uww w 4«eik9A9uci 1 la, B 

1 SftAn bwtt 1 ■nj Hn, 1 1rli^ 1 n 



tt» Aipercar ^ thoee hfie don^ cin about tap 
Or Thefirean Party, Or visibility, iut Ike hmgens. 


HURACAN 


Lambo^ riposte totheASB and 650S. 
Smoother, skker, but is Kill cssaUialy 
GaJl^v^O 



II FT 


L P 610^4 


¥mm II HB fid a Eu 29 m 


Ebn MC^ ^ IJVIMHI Vi HHn MStVI tZUl 11^ IMb* hHl tank, 
TiA-fin 1 1 tr«iv 1 nwdti ML 



meyniif-pjiCES 







control, DAB, sat-nav, Bluetooth, keyless 
entry, rear-view camera, parking sensors 
Options Practicality Pack (£450), 
Advanced Parking Pack (£1,850), Cold 
Climate Pack (£510), Black Pack (£660), 
LED Headlights (£845), InControl Touch 
Pro with Meridian Sound (£2,050), ASR 
(£150), Adaptive Cruise (£1,400) 

TOTAL PRICE £61,640 


M M m It un n ■ mi 

iP7[XM tmm u m 79 ai lu in in 

LP7S04SV mm n m* m m m m 

tiM liCAP urWiH iim: eTtaaiiliiit I4dt HMItri hfil lanic. 


AgeriijAnc yKtbCCCSi stoiy wbofe rv^ 

w at home an ■ flald aaflw red carpet. 


OEFENDER 


SbU^uft Ail a wortdwselanTwr^ 
cari^ whciT pncticailty aid 
outweigh, wefl, evetythir^ real^. 



2 ,iMeiita«tPo mm yu 


« m m BK 


M 


p«#t uw 4^ umImh b iwfti iiHMwckn 
twit tfiO^Zan-WEnteoL 1 1 


Din HNIHKIII: INDEFENSIBLE 


^MflSIUNM 


MSCQVERY SPORT 


Freetarider jets a new naiT«, and much 
rrm heak^ c^VQip^ but 
yuninynikrnn^inil be dhw^mayi^ 


2.0Ta4iscse mm m n m m m m 

Z:0TD41B0SE E1U9 14 IT3 M IT7 OJ lit 



HI 

0i 


EunMCW ^¥P^*lJWlHHkiiFrHt4iAnleaib1Tl<t4r#lr*hHl 

la^i H*-um bra 1 < trbw, 4 Rwe«k kuM. 


OISCOVERr 


The best practical SUV on sale. Massive 
inside, thoughtfui design, astonishing 
abiiity. Revised once again in 2014. 



3.0 SDV6 SE 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LEFT MPG G02 RATING 

' £41,600 ~ 0.0 112 256 443 35.3 213 9/10 


Euro NCAP **f*LxWxH in mm: 4830x1880x1890, 84-litre fuel 
tank, 280/2560-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 


A Range Rover for a younger, more 
stylish, more urban audience. One for 
fashionistas, not farmers. f 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

2.0 Si4 HSE Dyn’ £43,000 

7.1 

135 

240 

250 

36.2 

101 

7/10 

2.0eD4SE2WD £30,200 

10.6 

113 

150 

317 

05.7 

113 

0/10 

2.0 TD4SE Tech £34,000 

9.5 

124 

100 

317 

50.0 

125 

0/10 


tiffo PMJV * * r • » LMhM Ia nit: «t«ari PHhil 10^ HV»4itn 
Ml I Blnwy 12 liWUM Ip Ml. 


ApnotET IV£ wDuti be attrtrad^ 

Lei 1 1 4 ^ but tjie new one dcfirii&6w ocKTies 

withilr— 


9m a-M n V iiA M H a 

s.ETSv« mm li u i& oi (9 i 

i.Dsbv6 i^E mm u « m tit 97 m t 

S.BfISOVfiHEV flun y 19 Itt $D 91 *1 I 

Cm hOiei^UWWH h mM 4«»ai4tlil7bAa&^ fud 
WA, rWFl^Ultn a ■ ^nW . f trkrs^ • hwddi In mod. 


RANGE ROVER 


Thi^ It not an SUV. Tha^tiM^crarriifTiDri 
a badlge. I 

kiHU^car Ot GALC Hmm.otel^ 

99 |H99 IVlin 9 «H 99 

S OSCAutObr ERtU9 y W Bl HI 91 99 VTQ 

30 TDVb vogue mi9 Mi 131 EH m ItJ H ITT 

3.0 5DVtiH£V ftam U 91 HI nr ly Bfl mo 

AAscvivgeSE mm u m ui m m m mo 

Em P«Ctf UWWIn mm-. H^df-Hln 

M Mi; 4 4 1 1 wM ii^ iiiivu. 






















Angular luxo-Toyotas reverting back to hybrid slumberland 
after mad, intoxicatingly awesome LFA supercar. 


3-Series drive too well for you? Then buy 
this, it’s worse. In other areas, IS gives the 
Germans a much tougher time. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP 
IS250SE £26,495 8.1 143 205 

ISsoohExec £29,995 8.4 125 220 



163 


MPG G02 RATING 

32.8 199 7/10 

65.7 101 7/10 


Euro NCAP h * LxWxH in mm: 4670x1810x1430, 66-litre fuel 
tank, 450/480-litre boot, 2 engines, 6 trims, 10 models in total. 


Bit heavier than we hoped, but roaring 
V8 is sure to give BMW’s M4 a few 
headaches. (5)od thing, too. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
5.0 V8 £60,995 O 167 450 384 26.2 252 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4705x1845x1390, 66-litre fuel tank, 
366-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 



Curious, Lexus sees the need to cross 
an SUV with a sharp object in a not 
altogether happy alliance. 



NX 30 oh SE 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 

£31,495 9.3 112 200 152 54.3 121 5/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4630x1845x1645, 56-litre fuel 

tank, 475/1785-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 6 models in total. 



[ Overlook shaky economics and turnip farmer jokes 
I and you’ll find sports cars close to driving nirvana. 


Still a joy, the current Elise offers vis- 
ceral driving thrills in a relatively usable 
package. This is steering feel. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.6 Standard 

£28,720 

6.0 

127 

134 

118 

45.0 

149 

8/10 

1.8 S 

£36,970 

4.6 

145 

220 

185 

37.5 

175 

8/10 



Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3790x1850x1120, 44-litre fuel tank, 
1 1 2-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 6 models in total. 


More power = good, more price = bad. 
400 is astonishingly good to drive but an 
uphill struggle against Cayman and 91 1 . 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
3.5 S £61,895 4.6 172 345 295 28.7 229 8/10 

400 £73,115 4.1 186 400 303 29.1 225 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4340x1850x1220, 55-litre fuel tank, 
160-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 



EXIGES 


Lotus’ track car has grown up and got 
heavier. But don’t worry, this makes it 
more usable. Deliriously good to drive. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 

3.5 V6 Standard £54,500 4.0 170 345 295 28.0 236 9/10 

3.5 V6 Roadster £54,500 3.8 145 345 295 28.0 236 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4050x1800x1150, 40-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 



Ferrari’s moody cousin. Every model beaten in every way 
by German opposition, save for cachet, cool, and style. 


Maserati builds a BMW 5-Series. It’s 
available with a diesel engine. Well, they 
think it’s a good idea. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

3.0 V6 

£53,580 

5.8 

183 

CO 

CO 

369 

29.4 

223 

8/10 

3.0 V6 TT S 

£84,730 

5.0 

177 

410 

405 

27.2 

242 

7/10 

3.0 V6 Diesel 

£49,160 

8.3 

155 

275 

442 

47.9 

158 

8/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4970x1950x1460, 80-litre fuel 

tank, 500-litre boot, 3 engine, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 










Mercedes-Benz 

SL 

504 litres 


Renault 
Megane CC 

417 litres 


0 


Mercedes-Benz 
E-Class Cabriolet 

390 litres 


o 


0 

Audi 

A5 Cabriolet 

300 litres 


o 

BMW 

2-Series Cabriolet 

335 litres 


Mercedes-Benz 

SLK 

335 litres 


o 

Audi 

A3 Cabriolet 

3201ns 


o 

Rolls-Royce Phantom 
Drophead Coupe 

315 litres 


0 

BMW 

Z4 

310 litres 


QUATTROPORTE 


Noooo - what have they done? The old 
one was soul personified, this looks a 
bit... meh. Still, at least it drives better. 



3.0 TT V6 
3.8 TT V8 


PRICE 0-G2 MPH RHP 
£80,125 4.9 177 410 
£108,195 4.7 190 530 


LRFT MPG C02 RATING 

405 26.9 244 7/10 

523 23.7 278 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5050x1900x1440, 90-litre fuel 
tank, 450-litre boot, 2 engines, 1 trims, 2 models in total. 



GRANTURISMO 


Muscular, pretty coupe that's more GT 
than sports car. Nothing wrong there 
and the MC Strad has bite if you need it. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
4.7 460 Sport £90,820 4.8 185 460 383 19.7 331 8/10 

4.7 MC Stradale £110,145 4.5 188 450 376 19.5 337 8/10 

4.7 GranCabrio £98,350 5.2 177 440 361 19.5 337 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4880x1920x1350, 86-litre fuel 
tank, 260-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 



The last 2 was a sleeper - it never set out 
to be sparky, but somehow achieved it. 
Same again. Just with a hint more polish. 


Vauxhall 

Cascada 

1.5 SE 

PRICE 

£11,995 

0-62 

12.1 

MPH 

106 

RHP 

75 

LRFT 

100 

MPG 

80.1 

G02 

110 

RATING 

7/10 

3Rn litrps 

1.5 Sport Nav 

£15,995 

8.7 

124 

115 

109 

58.5 

117 

7/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4060x1695x1495, 44-litre fuel 
tank, 280/950-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 12 models in total. 


The 6’s design language moves to the 3. So 
does the handling ven/e. After that we’re 
less sure why yoiJd have one over a Golf 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.5 SE 

£18,995 

10.8 

113 

100 

110 

55.4 

119 

8/10 

2.0 Sport Nav 

£21,920 

8.2 

130 

165 

154 

48.7 

135 

8/10 

2.2DSE 

£19,845 

8.1 

130 

150 

280 

88.9 

107 

7/10 


Euro NCAP «* LxWxH in mm: 4465x1795x1450, 51-litre fuel 
tank, 364-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 17 models in total. 


Handsome mid-size saloon with some 
clever engine tech underneath. Drives 
well, possibly a bit middle management. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 

2.0 Sport Nav £24,595 9.1 134 165 154 47.8 135 6/10 

2.2D Sport Nav £26,395 9.1 131 150 280 72.4 107 7/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4870x1840x1450, 62-litre fuel 

tank, 489-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 13 models in total. 



Ignore the stereotypes: the MX-5 is 
back and, crucially, better than it’s ever 
been before. Happy, simple fun. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.5 SE 

£18,495 

8.3 

127 

131 

111 

47.1 

139 

10/10 

2.0 Sport 

£22,895 

7.3 

133 

160 

148 

40.4 

181 

10/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3915x1735x1225, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 130-litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 9 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: 


^ Old Mazda MX-5 1.8 keibweigM H 
^ New Mazda MX-5 15 kerbweighfl 


Because the Nissan Juke doesn’t have 
enough rivals already. CX-3 is pretty 
and likely to drive well, though. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

2.0 SE 

£17,595 

9.0 

119 

120 

151 

47.9 

137 

8/10 

1.5DSE 

£18,995 

10.1 

110 

105 

199 

70.8 

105 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4275x1765x1535, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 350/1260-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 12 models in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS VOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERV CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEW8 


LEXUS-MAZDA 




















McLAREN-MERCEDES-BENZ 



Hyper-clinical British outfit spinning ever more baffling 
model choices off its bi-turbo V8 and carbon tub. 


Meet McLaren’s bonny, bouncy baby. 
As if. 570S is as focused and fast as its 
siblings. Just cheaper. 



570S 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 

£143,250 3.1 204 570 443 25.5 258 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4530x1910x1202, 72-litre fuel 
tank, 150-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS:! 

;i,130 premium c 


■ MclarenSIO^ 



Not a facelifted 1 2C, says McLaren, but an \_4 
all new car. Has a PI nose, more speed, is ! 
the car the 1 2C should have been. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
650S £195,250 3.0 207 650 500 24.2 275 9/10 

650S Spider £215,250 3.2 207 650 500 24.2 275 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4512x1910x1199, 72-litre fuel 
tank, 145-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 



The Ronseal 650S: 675bhp and a longer 
tail, by 12mm. Trade descriptions might 
want to have a word. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
675 LT £259,500 2.9 205 675 515 24.2 275 10/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4546x1910x1188, 72-litre fuel 
tank, 145-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 



Same carbon tub as the 1 2C, same base 
V8; but five times the price. Yin to the 
LaFerrari's yang. Well done, Ron. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 

£866,000 2.8 217 916 664 34.0 194 10/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4700x2000x1 110, n/a-litre fuel 
tank, 120-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


TopGear on Mercedes-Benz: 


More letters combos than a bath of alphabet soup. Slurp 
through that and the cars are very tasty. 


A-CLASS 


Despite the bulbous drunkards nose, 
this is a conventional hatch. Watch the 
spec or you'll muck it up. 



B-CLASS 


This Volkswagen Golf SV rival remains 
oddly proportioned but has plenty of 
tech inside. Not to mention space. 



ISLK 1 


Third-gen SLK still hasn't got the 
dynamic talent it needs. Gadgets galore, 
including a roof which changes opacity. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH BHP 

LEFT 

MPG G02 

RATING 

PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

B 180d SE 

£22,900 

11.6 

118 109 

184 

70.6 104 

6/10 

SLK 300 AMG Sp £38,545 

5.8 

155 

245 

273 

47.1 

138 

6/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4360x1790x1560, 50-litre fuel 

SLK 55 AMG £55,350 

4.6 

155 

421 

398 

33.6 

195 

7/10 


tank, 488-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 57 models in total. 



C-CLASS 


Sleek and sophisticated C-Class takes 
the fight to the 3-Series. Better lookin| 
and highly desirable, especially the C6. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
AMGC 63 S £66,810 4.0 155 517 517 34.5 192 9/10 

C 22 odAMGL £33,665 7.7 145 170 295 70.6 108 8/10 

CssoePHEV £38,270 5.9 155 293 258 134.5 48 7/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4685x1810x1447, 66-litre fuel 

tank, 480-litre boot, 8 engines, 5 trims, 98 models in total. 


Euro NCAP r LxWxH in mm: 4130x1810x1300, 66-litre fuel 

tank, 225/335-litre boot, 5 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 



E-CLASS 


Ooh, fancy nose! Better than the A-Class's. 
Merc's big exec has got its moio back. Self- 
confident, relaxed and refineci. 



SL-CLASS 


Perhaps the best all-round, usable hard- 
top convertible on sale today. Practical, 
fast, excellent quality and dynamics. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
SL500 £83,130 4.6 155 435 516 31.0 212 8/10 

SL63AMG £114,185 4.2 155 537 590 28.5 231 8/10 

SL65AMG £173,360 4.0 155 630 737 24.4 270 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4530x1830x1320, 80-litre fuel tank, 
235/339-litre boot, 4 engines, 2 trims, 4 models in total. 


AMGGT 


AWARDS 3I3JI2 2014 


AMG 

sche. 


gets serious about hammering Por- 
Doesn’t quite have a 91 Ts finesse. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 










E 63 AMG 

£74,725 

4.2 

155 

557 

531 

28.8 

230 

9/10 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

C 02 

RATING 

E 220d SE Est 

£36,660 

8.8 

136 

177 

295 

60.1 

124 

7/10 

GT 

£97,200 

4.0 

189 

462 

443 

30.4 

216 

8/10 

E 350d AMG 

£42,010 

6.4 

155 

258 

457 

cn 

CO 

CO 

139 

7/10 

GTS 

£110,500 

3.8 

193 

517 

480 

30.1 

219 

8/10 


Euro NCAP p** ■ pIxWxH in mm: 4870x1850x1470, 59-litre fuel 
tank, 540-litre boot, 7 engines, 6 trims, 24 models in total. 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4546x1939x1287, 85-litre fuel 
tank, 285-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


1 S-CLASS 

^ |iH'[i|i|l[jMIINNER^ffJ 

IGLA 

Meet the car that has single-handedly 
saved the luxury car class from the SllV 
incursion. Sublime in most ways. 


On paper little more than a pointless cu- 
riosity, but in reality a rather well judged 
crossover. Better tnan the CLA at least. 



S 400 L Hybrid 

PRICE 

£72,020 

0-62 

6.8 

MPH 

155 

BHP 

333 

LEFT 

272 

MPG 

44.8 

C 02 

147 

RATING 

9/10 

GLA 45 AMG 

PRICE 

£44,855 

0-62 

4.8 

MPH 

155 

BHP 

360 

LEFT 

332 

MPG 

37.7 

G02 

175 

RATING 

8/10 

S 500 L 

£89,790 

4.8 

155 

455 

516 

31.7 

207 

9/10 

GLA 250 4 Matic 

£31,450 

6.6 

143 

211 

250 

43.5 

153 

7/10 

S 350 L d 

£67,995 

6.8 

155 

258 

457 

50.4 

148 

9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4417x1804x1494, 50/56-litre fuel 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5110/5250x1900x1490, 70/80-litre 
fuel tank, 510/530-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 21 models in total. 


ICLS-CLASS 

ri jyk 

One of the most competent cars in 
Merc’s range. It no longer defines cool 
like the first one, but irs all top drawer. 



tank, 481 -litre boot, 3 engines, 8 trims, 23 models in total. 


Take one Merc’ C-Class Estate, add a bit 
of length, some height and a pinch of 
off-road ability. Et viola - the GLC. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 

CLS 350d £50,695 6.5 155 265 457 51.4 142 8/10 

CLS63AMGSB £87,010 4.2 155 593 590 28.0 235 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4920x1850x1470, 580-litre fuel tank, 
520-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 11 models in total. 


GLC 220d 
GLC 25od 


£36,105 7.6 


0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

8.3 

130 

170 

295 

56.5 

129 

8/10 

7.8 

138 

204 

369 

56.5 

129 

8/10 


S-CLASS COUPE 


Loads of tech, loads of power, loads of 
class, quite a bit of cash. New coupe is 



Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4759x1890x1644, 66-litre fuel 
tank, 550/1600-litre boot, 2 engines, 8 trims, 16 models in total. 


The ML’s got a new nose and a new 
name to go with it. GL for SUV, E for 
The one in the middle’. Simple. 



PRICE 

0-G2 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

C 02 

RATING 











PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

A 45 AMG 

£38,195 

4.2 

155 

381 

351 

40.9 

162 

8/10 


PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

GLE 25 od 

£49,280 

8.6 

CO 

ro 

204 

369 

47.9 

155 

7/10 

AISOdSE 

£212,140 

11.3 

118 

109 

192 

80.7 

89 

6/10 

S 500 

£96,195 

4.6 

155 

455 

516 

30.0 

219 

9/10 

GLE 35 od 

£56,280 

7.1 

140 

258 

458 

42.8 

179 

7/10 

A 200d AMG L’ 

£25,505 

9.3 

130 

136 

221 

62.8 

116 

6/10 

S 63 AMG 

£125,605 

4.3 

155 

585 

663 

27.9 

237 

9/10 

GLE 63 AMG Cp’ 

£08,555 

4.2 

155 

585 

561 

23.7 

279 

7/10 


Euro NCAP »» LxWxH in mm: 4299x1780x1433, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 341/1 157-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 57 models in total. 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5027x1899x1411, 80-litre fuel 
tank, 400-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


Euro NCAP - LxWxH in mm: 4932x1935x1796, 93-litre fuel 

tank, 690/2010-litre boot, 5 engines, 9 trims, 26 models in total. 



With Lights and 
navigation that 
lead the way. 


Business users only with Contract Hire * 


Official fuel consumption figuresfor the Audi A3 Saloon S line Navigation 2,0 TOI ISOPS manual inmpg(l/lOOkm):Urtian SS.4 (S J), Extra Urban 763 
(3,7)^ Combined B73 (4.2), C07 emissions: lOBg/km. rueiromumpcion And COifigunK are under ^tancjardKed EU Lest (DirKtive 93/1L6/EEO. 

I his allows A dtriect comparison between (irfferent manufacturer models but may not represent the actual fuel consumption acNmct in ‘real world' dnvrnq crxidihons. Opt lonal wheels 
fiuy affect emlsslofK and fuel consumption figures. Image shown for illustratlort purposes cxtly. More infonnation available on the Audi website at audi.co.uk and at dfi.gav.ukMa 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY GAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO T0P6EAR.G0M/REVIEWS 
























GL-CLASS 


The GL is basically the even bigger, seven- 
seat version of the ML. Able to change 
weather systems as it drives along. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 

GL350AMGSP’ £B1,B55 7.9 137 258 457 3B.2 205 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 5100x1920x1840, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 360/2200-litre boot, 2 engines, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 



[ Chinese-backed resurrection. Sells fewer cars annually 
I than Ford shifts in the time you’re reading this. 


After the startling success of the MG 6 , 
MG unleashes a supermini on the world. 
World can hardly believe its luck. 


1.5 VTi-TECH 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP 
£8,399 10.9 108 108 


LRFT MPG 002 RATING 
101 48.7 138 5/10 


Euro NCAP »p tLxWxH in mm: 4018x1729x1507, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 285-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


Recently facelifted. Marginally better 
cabin, but sorely lacking everywhere 
else. Despite being cheap, best avoided. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 
1.9DS £13,995 8.4 120 150 258 81.4 119 4/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4651x1827x1472, 62-litre fuel 
tank, 498/1379-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 




Yes, it’s bigger, and no, that isn’t neces- 
sarily a good thing. Apart from that, the 
new Mini is predictably excellent. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 
One £13,935 9.9 121 103 133 81.4 108 

Cooper £15,485 7.9 130 138 182 82.7 105 

Coopers £18,840 B.B 148 192 208 49.5 133 

Cooper D £18,835 9.2 127 118 199 80.7 92 


7/10 

8/10 

8/10 

7/10 


Euro NCAP •LxWxH in mm: 3821x1727x1414, 40/44-litre 
fuel tank, 211 -litre boot, 6 engines, 6 trims, 12 models in total. 


MINI 5-DOOR I 



I" . 







See above. And remove good looks. Not 
the nicest in profile, but handily bigger 
and only £600 more. Fills a(nothei7 gap. 

% 




PRICE D-G2 MPH BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

C 02 

RATING 

Cooper 5 dr £18,085 8.2 129 138 

182 

80.1 

109 

7/10 

Cooper SDsdr £20,235 7.4 140 170 

288 

88.9 

109 

7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3982x1727x1414, 40/44-litre fuel 
tank, 278-litre boot, 6 engines, 6 trims, 12 models in total. 




So big and smooth, it should probably have sails. 
And a tiller. And a man at the helm. When it comes 
to stately speed, nothing does it better than a Rolls. 



It s here, and its even better than we expected. Tech 
and lux combined to seamless effect (to create 
TechLux!). Trounces A8 and 7-Series rivals. 


Price £229,360 Specs 505bhp, 
*’> 1 752lbfr,0-62nph5.3secs, 



Like the wonderful old Arnage it replaces, the big 
ol’ Bentley will show those peasants who’s boss. And 
who cares if it has a slightly piggy nose? 



Price £106,250 Specs 33 
517 lbfr,0-62nph 6.6secs, 
VMax135nph,33.6npg, 


New long wheelbase Rangey proves that it is 
possible to shoot grouse during the day and roll up 
to a state banquet in the evening, all in the same car. 


Price £64,530 Specs 265bhp, 
457lbfr,0-62nph O.lsecs, 



New part-carbon 7 is packed with tech. Tick the right 
box and it can even slot itself into a parking space 
without anyone behind the wheel. 


CLUBMAN 


No rear-hinged doors this time round. 
New Clubman is based on BMW’s 
2-Series and shares its mediocrity. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1 . 5 T Cooper 

£19,995 

9.1 

127 

138 

182 

55.4 

118 

8/10 

2.0 Cooper D 

£22,285 

8.8 

132 

150 

244 

88.9 

109 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4253x1800x1441, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 360/1250-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 



Hard to care now Evo is dead, but electro-Outlander actual! 
Britain’s top-selling EV. Nope. Still not fussed. 


OUTLANDER 


No-nonsense seven-seat SUV. Fair to 
middling. Plug-in hybrid version offered 
too. No one will buy that one either. 



Price £67,995 Specs 262bhp. 
458lbft,0-62mph6.8secs,VMax 
166fTinh 6n4fTinD nn?14RD/krn 

2.0 PHEV GXsh 

PRICE 

£33,304 

0-62 

11.0 

MPH 

108 

BHP 

183 

LB FT 

245 

MPG 

148.7 

C 02 

44 

RATING 

8/10 

lUUIlipil) UUiHIlip^) UUL IHUy/IMII 

2.2 Dl-D GX2 

£23,984 

10.2 

124 

150 

280 

53.3 

138 

5/10 


Euro NCAP «h*h*LxWxH in mm: 4660x1800x1680, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 550/1755-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 7 models in total. 



Idiosyncratic ijirsh sports cars designed to give you wood 
and a healthy exposure to the elements. Poop poop. 


3WHEELER 


Eccentric and impractical, but for putting 
a smile on your face, nothing this side or 
a Tiger Moth competes. 



2.0 Bespoke 2d 


PRICE 0-62 MPH 
£30,000 4.5 120 


110 


LOFT MPG G02 RATING 

100 n/a n/a 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: n/a, 40-litre fuel tank, n/a-litre boot, 
1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


CLASSIC 


The only car to look like a restoration 
when actually new. The reasonably new 
Plus 8 is a fearsomely fast thing. 




PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
2.0 Plus 4 £38,290 7.5 118 154 148 40.4 184 8/10 

4.8 Plus 8 £85,200 4.5 155 387 370 23.0 282 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4010x1500/1720x1220, 50-litre 
fuel tank, n/a-litre boot, 4 engines, 6 trims, 6 models in total. 



AERO 8 


Some ash still lurks in the frame of this 
sports car. Creaks a bit, but otherwise 
not as antiquated as you might think. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 

4.8 V 8 Coupe £99,950 4.5 170 387 370 23.0 282 8/10 

4.8V8S’sports £128,900 4.5 170 387 370 28.0 258 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4120x1770x1200, 57-litre fuel 
tank, 227-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 



The Audi A3 Saloon S line Navigation from £319 per month.* Includes: 

» Xenon headlights » SD card based Navigation » S line Sport suspension 


Visit audi*co*uk/offers 


“ht t:*H «d of tlw ogrotirytm tho vthklo utd owntnhLp hfhc urtUitiir AiJdi Flmm. 'PtusVAT ind Mit»i ithtjI Bifikvtsi Oowd an xH And A3i ^koon$ liiv Z ? tdi LSOf^ mantjal. Sased an 3 yearv 

IL^jOOO per a-nnum. Cffitnct IKie i^TreenieEtt wiEti an iirrliaii TrvtaJ pf L1314.00 VATF. ip (pin's VIlT) jxrmie TiHcagt appl> OfTer available lor vehlties ofttered beluveefs 1 October and li DecemlK-p 

20iSiFiwn|HitM|Ail|r^Critiev Offei iiurlivTa'lctliM whidraw'Mdrtyliiic. ^ ui iNrr be iiar^^i"^**vrhkbfifelijrTied.|4ib)pevt to EhcLONi act furrier itf aMJIm VAT iMyabNrpJtlKcMrevalitiv 
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anyri 9 after tlie dsie ol PvMhQtion^ terwsand apply 
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NI8SAN-PEUGE0T 


370Z 


■ Bizarre Addams family of geriatric hatches, cash-cow 
crossovers and the mind-scrambling GT-R freak show. 


Clever little SUV crossover that looks 
like... well, looks like nothing else we can 
think of. Very nice, if a little odd. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

OHP 

LG FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.6 94 Visia 

£13,930 

12.0 

104 

94 

103 

47.1 

138 

5/10 

1.6TNismo RS 

£21,995 

7.0 

137 

218 

207 

39.2 

165 

6/10 

1.5 dCi Visia 

£17,025 

11.2 

109 

110 

192 

70.6 

104 

6/10 


Euro NCAP w ■ LxWxH in mm: 4135x1765x1565, 46-litre fuel 
tank, 350/1 181 -litre boot, 6 engines, 5 trims, 17 models in total. 



The first mass-produced leccy car. It’s 
impressive, but our infrastructure needs 
sorting before it really makes sense. 


EV Visia 


PRICE 

£26,490 


0-62 

11.9 


LEFT 

206 


n/a 


G02 

0 


7/10 


Euro NCAP p • LxWxH in mm: 4450x1780x1570, no fuel tank, 
330/680-litre boot, 1 electric motor, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


NOTE 


New nose, same commodious cabin. 
Otherwise precious little to tempt 
Doris out of her Jazz. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

GHP 

LG FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.2 LE 

£9,995 

13.7 

106 

80 

81 

60.1 

109 

5/10 

1.5 dCi Acenta 

£15,675 

11.9 

111 

190 

147 

78.5 

93 

5/10 


Euro NCAP t LxWxH in mm: 4100x1695x1530, 46-litre fuel 
tank, 411/1495-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 9 models in total. 


QASHQAI 


Nissan started the Qashqai craze, so the 
new one is predictably safe. It’s better 
than ever for, you know, family stuff. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

GHP 

LG FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1 .2 DiG-T Visia 

£18,545 

11.3 

114 

115 

140 

50.4 

132 

8/10 

1 .6 DiG-T n-tec 

£23,200 

9.1 

124 

163 

177 

48.7 

138 

8/10 

1.6 dCi n-tec 

£24,980 

10.5 

118 

130 

236 

64.2 

115 

8/10 


Euro NCAP « w« LxWxH in mm: 4370x1800x1595, 65-litre 
fuel tank, 430-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 19 models in total. 


X-TRAIL 


The X-Trail used to be a rufty-tufty 
thing. Now it’s been emasculated. As a 
result, we think it’s better. Fickle, us? 

PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LEFT MPG G02 RATING 

1.6 dCi 130 Visia £23,445 10.5 117 130 236 57.6 129 9/10 

Euro NCAP ««• »* LxWxH in mm: 4643x1820x1695, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 135(550)/! 982-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 





Price £241,053 Specs 74Qbhp, 
5081b ft, 0-62nph3.1secs, 
VMax 211nph,18.8npg, 


There is no more bombastic way of crossing Europe 
than this. We can’t think of a car that has ever blended 
GT and supercar better than this. Utterly extraordinary. 



Price £235,000 Specs 624bhp, 
5901b ft, 0-62nph4.4secs, 
VMaxl55nph,20.2npg, 

C02 327g/kn 




Want to experience the grandeur of Thirties motoring? 
That’s what the Wraith so cleverly updates. Engage 
cruise, bask in the ankle-deep carpets and relax. 



Price £125,605 Specs 577bhp, 
6631b ft, 0-62nph4.2secs, VMax 
^ 155nph,28.0npg,C02 237g/l(n 

The old CL was a sorry barge of a thing - this one is 
something else altogether - a genuine attempt to tackle 
Bentley head-on. Nothing short of magnificent. 


« M a H-l 4 tiU # 



Price £238,697 Specs 660bhp, 
5031b ft, 0-62nph3.7s6CS, 
VMax208nph,18.3npg, 

C02 360g/kni 


k « M M-d ■ *4 i-a *•« ■ 


A four-seat, four-wheel drive VI 2 Ferrari that copes with 
everything normal’ Ferrari product can’t. And it chomps 
mileage like a train, as long as you have the fuel budget. 


Price £195,950 Specs 576bhp, 
4651b ft, 0-62nph 3.8secs,VMax 



201nph,22.1npg,C0„298g/kn 




Aston may not have much new to offer at present, but 
it has honed the Vanquish into a compelling thing - 
sporting, but not too sporting. Lovely, just lovely. 


Z still looks great, but where’s the fire- 
breathing manliness of the old one, Nissan? 
GT86 has highlighted its shortcomings. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

OHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

3.7 V6 Standard 

£27,605 

5.3 

155 

326 

269 

26.9 

249 

7/10 

3.7 V6 Nismo 

£37,745 

5.2 

155 

344 

274 

26.6 

248 

7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4250x1850x1320, 72-litre fuel 
tank, 235-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


GT-R 


Cheap at twice the price, the GT-R is an 
uber-techy, violently capable, ruthlessly 
rapid speed machine. Drive one. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LEFT MPG C02 RATING 
3.8 V6 550 £78,030 2.8 196 550 466 24.0 275 9/10 

3.8V6Nismo £125,000 < 2.1 TBA 600 466 24.0 275 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4670x1895x1370, 74-litre fuel 
tank, 315-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 



‘ Yes, it’s from the home of pork pies. Yes, the engine’s from a 
school-run bus. Doesn’t stop Noble being a supercar force. 


M600 


Powered by a twin turbo Volvo XC90 
V8, the olcTschool M600 is epically fast 
and amazingly supple. Major want. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LG FT MPG C02 RATING 
4.4V8T650 £200,000 3.0 225 650 604 n/a n/a 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4360x1910x1120, 68-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 



The greatest exponents of artistic Italia 
and Hulk-spec power the world has yet 


Italian pageantry 


HUAYRA 


The name is what you exclaim when 
you nail the throttle in this twin turbo 
V12’d, active aero’d hypercar. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LEFT MPG G02 RATING 
6.0 V1 2 £990,000 n/a 230 730 811 23.5 300 8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4610x2040x1170, 85-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


iw.mij.i.ranaw.. 

Chassis bods have refound their mojo with 208 GTi and 
RCZ R. Design needs to be more Onyx, less ordinary. 


108 


Now more refined and comfortable. 
Can be had with a 1 .2. Have the 1 .0. 
That’s the one Toyota made. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LEFT MPG C02 RATING 

1.0 69 Access 3d £8,345 14.3 99 69 70 68.9 95 6/10 

Euro NCAP •••i LxWxH in mm: 3475x1615x1460, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 196/780-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 12 models in total. 



Offkita fuel ainsumptfon file SfeM) V40 12 R OdSign (rnanuaj) Jn MPG (/lOOkn): Urbarr 387 (73X Extra UriMn 626 f4.5X Cbrnbin«d 6t 4 (55) COa Emfasions 
MPG flguras aia obtakwd from laboratory <nUsmled for comparisons between vehk: es and may not rafied ree drtving results 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY GAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO T0P6EAR.G0M/REVIEWS 























208 


Congratulations Peugeot, it’s only taken 
you 25 years to reimagine the 205. 208 is 
light, likeable and French. In a good way. 




PRICE 

G-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.0 Access ac 3d 

£11,695 

14.0 

103 

68 

66 

64.2 

102 

6/10 

1.6 THPGTi 

£19,145 

6.5 

143 

208 

221 

52.3 

125 

7/10 

1.6 B’HDi Allure 

£16,645 

13.3 

106 

75 

169 

94.2 

79 

6/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3970x1740x1460, 50-litre fuel 

tank, 285/1 152-litre boot, 6 engines, 7 trims, 39 models in total. 


308 


Well, knock us down with a feather, out 
of nowhere, Peugeot gives us a hatch 
good to drive and own. Gobs smacked. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

eHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.6 THPGT 

£24,095 

7.5 

146 

205 

210 

50.4 

130 

8/10 

1.6 e-HDi Active 

£19,445 

10.2 

121 

115 

199 

76.3 

95 

8/10 


Euro NCAP f • m ♦ LxWxH in mm: 4253x1804x1 457, 53-litre fuel 
tank, 470/1309-litre boot, 9 engines, 5 trims, 25 models in total. 


508 


Peugeot’s replacement for the 407 is 
actually quite nice in an average sort of 
way. Just been facelifted. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 
2.0 HDi Active £23,695 9.6 130 150 273 72.4 97 5/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4830x1853x1456, 72-litre fuel 

tank, 473-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 17 models in total. 


RCZ 


Peugeot’s stunning coupe marks a 
renaissance. Good-looking, fun to drive, 
tolerable value. Now go buy an Audi TT. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 
1.6THP 200GT £27,150 7.6 146 200 206 42.1 155 7/10 

RCZR £32,250 5.9 155 270 244 44.6 145 7/10 

2.0 HDi 163 GT £26,600 6.7 137 163 240 53.2 139 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4290x1850x1350, 55-litre fuel 
tank, 309-litre boot, 4 engines, 3 trims, 6 models in total. 


2008 


High-rise supermini that's increasingly 
popular in the wake of the Juke. A little 
mash-up which just about works. 


1 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

eHP 

LOFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.2 VTi Access 

£13,195 

13.5 

105 

82 

87 

57.6 

114 

5/10 

1.6 BlueHDi 

£16,545 

11.3 

114 

100 

187 

78.5 

95 

6/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4160x1740x1560, 50-litre fuel 

tank, 360/1172-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 15 models in total. 


5008 


Large seven-seat MPV that looks pretty 
good and does everything a family might 
want, although it’s less brilliant to drive. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 
2.0 HDi Active £24,295 10.0 121 150 251 53.3 136 5/10 

Euro NCAP k* • LxWxH in mm: 4530x1837x1638, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 679/2506-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 13 models in total. 




Caterham Seven 
620R 

2.8 secs 


Porsche 

918Spyder 

2.5 secs 


Porsche 
Cayman GT4 

44 secs 


Ferrari 
La Ferrari 

2.9 secs 


Aventador SV 

2.8 secs 


Corvette 

Z06 

3.2 secs 


Lotus 
Exige S 

3.8 secs 


Lotus 


McLaren 

Evora 400 


PI 

4.2 secs 


2.8 secs 


Nissan 
GT-R Nismo 

2.7 secs 


lingly great to drive, even when it’s a 4x4. There’s a 

reason every sports car is dubbed ‘911-fighter’... 


BOXSTER 


The best sports-roadster on sale, bar 
none. Don’t shop anywhere else if you 
can afford it. S betters Jaguar F-Type... 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
2.7 265 £39,553 5.6 164 265 206 34.4 192 9/10 

3.4 31 5 S £47,656 5.1 173 315 265 32.1 205 9/10 

3.4 GTS £53,672 5.0 174 330 272 31.4 211 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4370x1800x1280, 64-litre fuel 
tank, 130/280-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


CAYMAN 


The 91 Ts poor relation? Only if you’re a 
social climber. The Cayman is the purer, 
more satisfying driver’s car. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
2.7 275 £39,694 5.7 165 275 213 34.4 192 6/10 H 

3.4 325 S £46,763 5.0 175 325 273 32.1 206 9/10 S 

3.4 GTS £55,397 4.9 177 340 260 31.4 211 9/10 ^ 


3.8 GT4 £64,451 4.4 163 365 309 27.4 236 10/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4380x1800x1300, 64-litre fuel tank, 
150/425-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 




911 


Styling is evolutionary and cabin shared 
with Panamera, but this is Porsche prov- 
ing it's the world’s best sports car builder. 

PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
3.8 Carreras £83,545 4.5 166 400 324 29.7 224 9/10 

3.8 C4 GTS £95,662 4.4 166 440 324 26.5 233 9/10 

3.8GT3RS £131,296 3.3 193 500 339 22.2 296 10/10 

3.8 Turbos £142,120 3.1 197 560 552 29.1 227 6/10 



Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4490x1800x1300, 64-litre fuel tank, 
135-litre boot, 6 engines, 10 trims, 21 models in total. 


igiBSPYDER r 


Quite possibly the most complex car in 
the world. But it all works, and is mind- 
bending. Also quite fast. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
918 £659,775 2.8 211 88 5 801 85 79 10/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4643x1940x1167, 70-litre fuel tank, 
110-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


mmm 


Four-door, four-seat family Porsche. Very 
fast, quite hard to fall in love with, apart 
from the rather outrageous GTS model. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

4.8 V8 GTS 

£93,391 

4.5 

179 

400 

368 

25.4 

260 

7/10 

4.8 V8 Turbo S 

£131,152 

3.8 

192 

570 

552 

27.7 

239 

6/10 

3.0 V6 Diesel 

£65,289 

6.8 

150 

250 

405 

43.5 

172 

6/10 

E-Hybrid 

£89,401 

5.5 

167 

338 

325 

91.0 

71 

6/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4970x1930x1420, 80-litre fuel tank, 
445/1263-litre boot, 8 engines, 8 trims, 9 models in total. 


MADE IN SWEDEN. 
TUNED FCR ElUrAIN. 
THE VOLVO ViDIHlESIGN. 


British roads are different from 
Swedish roads. 1 hat’s why we tested and 
t jned tne V40 R^DesIgn^ suspension 
here in Bitain. It puts you In total control, 
straightening out the toughest of 
hairpin turns and taming even the 
meanest of speed bumps. 

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

AT VOLVOCARS.CO.uk 

AwiMbMa with aywn com{>lcmcntBry 
sorvicina whon purchHcd or> VbhQ 
AdVantftoe Poruul DontrKt PurdiiUp 


Reiscrvil CprntracE Purohasa Repre&enladive 
btarnpkj: V40 1 2 R-Desi^n (^bel tJI jo 


16 M- -b ► .If 

£269 

(Aistormr dDoml 

£269 

I'nincQ depoQft £750 

APR 

4S%APH 

On thA road phcK” 

£19,66250 

Idfdl tA cfiodt 

£16,61250 

IntDmsl 

£2.718 50 

IcMiijd a.Tichdit 

£a2t?Bl 

OplnrBl fnaf piyriwll 

£9.650 

Duroliin (itipniM 49 

Fucd rm ol inla4«a* pA 

252% 

Mi:t^ per imum 

8,000 

Eice»ifirt&agfi 

14Sp pCf T«ic: 



Aria aTta i fl fwmai it tiii* hniiii 


FOR ALL TNE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEWS 


PEUGEOT-PORSCHE 












PORSCHE-ROLLS-ROYCE 



Porsche’s Range Rover Evoque is a tidy 
looker that has image by the bucket- 
load. Thus, soon to oe everywhere... 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

s 

£44,650 

5.4 

157 

340 

339 

32.5 

204 

8/10 

Turbo 

£60,994 

4.8 

165 

400 

405 

31.7 

208 

8/10 

S Diesel 

£44,636 

6.3 

142 

258 

427 

46.3 

159 

8/10 


Euro NCAP ^m*mr LxWxH in mm: 4684x1923x1624, 65-litre fuel 
tank, 500/1500-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


1 CAYENNE 1 


Sporting SUV that’s very capable and 
now better to look at. It no longer has a 
ride that ruins your spine, either. 





PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

S E-Hybrid 

£62,099 

5.9 

150 

422 

435 

83.1 

79 

7/10 

Turbo 

£93,574 

4.5 

173 

527 

554 

25.2 

261 

6/10 

S Diesel 

£62,099 

5.4 

156 

383 

626 

35.3 

209 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4855x1939x1705, 100-litre fuel tank, 
670/1780-litre boot, 7 engines, 7 trims, 7 models in total. 



■ Super-fast, super-intense range of Nurburgring-humbling 
, race cars. Wait - what, they’re road-legal? Oh my. 


SR3 


Few are as extreme, and few cope as 
badly with British roads. A car for dry, 
smooth, clear tarmac. Such as a track. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BMP LEFT MPG C02 RATING 
2.0 245 Std £69,850 3.4 160 245 265 n/a n/a 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4100x1790x1130, 50-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


RXC 


Now here’s a trick; Radical’s second 
road car has much more power and a 
roof, but is far tamer to drive. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
3.7 V 6 £94,500 2.8 175 350 320 n/a n/a 8/10 

3.5 V 6 Turbo £107,500 2.6 185 454 500 n/a n/a 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4300x1960x1127, 50-litre fuel tank, 
n/a-litre boot, 2 engines, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 




Still a pervading sense of flimsiness about Renaults. We 
I hope the ageing RS Megane isn’t the end of an era. 


TWINGO 


Rear-engined, rear drive, it’s a mini-91 1 ! 
Only it’s actually a cheeky little city car. 
Turbo is only one with any nous, though. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
1.0 see 70 £9,495 14.5 94 70 67 62.7 105 5/10 

0.9TCe90 £11,695 10.8 103 90 99 65.7 99 7/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3595x1646x1554, 35-litre 

fuel tank, 188/980-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 4 models in total. 


TWIZY 


God knows what’s got into us, but we 
badly want a Twi^. Mainly to sneak up 
on other cars in electrical silence. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
13kWEV £7,595 n/a 50 17 42 n/a 0 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 2340x1240x1460, no fuel tank, 

31 -litre boot, 1 electric motor, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: ELECTRIC CONTRAST 


^ iBSla Model S P85D B-B PmehM MJM 
^ Renault niflzyO-62niphB^^B 


ZOE 


This could be the point where electric 
cars start to prove themselves. The Zoe 
looks great and costs little. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
EV Expression £18,443 13.5 84 88 162 n/a 0 6/10 

Euro NCAP p## *■* LxWxH in mm: 4090x1730x1560, no fuel tank, 
328/1225-litre boot, 1 electric motor, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 




0 

Seat Ibiza 
1.095 Eco 

94g/l(m 


o 

Volkswagen Polo 
1.0 TSI Bluemotion 

GAg/km 


o 

Volkswagen Up 
1.0 BMT 

GSg/km 


Renault Twingo 
1.0SCe70 

GSg/km 


o 

Seat Mii 
1.0 Eco 

G5g/km 


0 

Skoda Citigo 
GreenTech 

G5g/km 


o 

Peugeot 108 
1.0 S&S 

GSg/km 


Smart Fortwo 
1.0 71 

93g/km 


0 

Fiat 500 
0.9 TwinAir 85 

90g/km 


CLIO 


A return to form for Renault. Clio 4 is 
good-looking and drives well. Just avoid 
tne gutless lower-powered 1.2 petrol. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

0.9 TCe Dyn Nav 

£14,675 

12.2 

113 

90 

99 

62.8 

104 

7/10 

1.2 GT-Line 

£17,725 

9.9 

124 

120 

140 

54.3 

120 

6/10 

1.6T RS Trophy 

£21,780 

6.6 

146 

220 

207 

47.9 

135 

7/10 

1.5 dCi Exp+ 

£14,975 

12.0 

112 

90 

162 

88.3 

83 

6/10 


Euro NCAP »p>** LxWxH in mm: 4060x1730x1450, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 320/1200-litre boot, 5 engines, 6 trims, 16 models in total. 


CAPTOR 1 


Renault's take on the Juke that's, 
perhaps unsurprisingly, more style than 

substance. Clio for us, please. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

0.9 TCe Exp+ 

£14,295 

12.6 

106 

90 

99 

56.5 

115 

7/10 

1.5 dCi Exp+ 

£15,995 

12.6 

106 

90 

162 

76.4 

95 

7/10 


Euro NCAP frfi^iLxWxH in mm: 4120x1780x1560, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 377/1235-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 10 models in total. 


MEGANE 


It’s lost the fat arse, which is a good 
thing. Build quality is much improved, 
driving manners are above average, too. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
R’SportCup-S £23,935 6.0 158 275 266 37.7 174 8/10 

Trophy-R 275 £36,430 5.8 158 275 266 37.7 174 9/10 

1.5dCiExp’+ £18,245 12.1 118 110 192 80.7 90 6/10 

Euro NCAP ••p ^ LxWxH in mm: 4300x1810x1450, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 372/1162-litre boot, 8 engines, 6 trims, 42 models in total. 


KADJAR 


Thankfully heaps better than Renault’s 
last crack at a big crossover - the Koleos. 
Qashqai rival with genuine appeal. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
1.2 TCe £17,995 10.1 119 132 151 50.4 126 6/10 

1.5 dCi £19,895 11.9 113 112 192 74.3 99 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 4449x1836x1607, 55-litre fuel tank, 
864/1620-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: BIGGER SISTER 


^ Nissan Qashqai nverall lengthjH 
^ Renault Kadiar nverall leiinth 



I Wheeled pleasure that’ve seen off the challenge of 

I Maybach and offer more charm than Bentley. 


GHOST S2 



A car for the junior plutocrat, since his 
boss will clearly be in a Phantom. Wave 
at him - he needs your pity. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

6.6 VI 2 

£181,865 

4.7 

155 

571 

576 

20.8 

327 

9/10 

6.6 VI 2 EWB 

£207,105 

4.8 

155 

571 

576 

20.6 

329 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 5399/5569x1948x1550, 82-litre fuel 
tank, 490-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 2 models in total. 


PHANTOM S2 


Luxury British land-yacht which man- 
ages to drive as weO as it soothes. Cars 
come no more opulent than this. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

6.75 VI 2 EWB 

£357,875 

6.1 

150 

453 

531 

18.9 

349 

9/10 

6.75 VI 2 D'head 

£352,745 

5.8 

150 

453 

531 

19.1 

347 

8/10 

6.75 VI 2 Coupe 

£333,155 

5.8 

155 

453 

531 

19.1 

347 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5830/6090x1990x1640, 100-litre fuel 
tank, 460-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 4 models in total. 


WRAITH 


If the Grand Tour still existed, this is how 
the aristocracy would get to Vienna. A 
majestic symbol of Britain. 



PRICE Q-G2 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
6.6 VI 2 £235,000 4.4 155 624 590 20.2 327 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 5269x1947x1507, 82-litre fuel tank, 
470-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY GAR ON SALE IN TNE UK GO TO T0P6EAR.G0M/REVIEWS 























SUPERB 


Supposedly the sporty arm of the VW Group behemoth. 
So why does it make a seven-seat MPV, then? 


Don’t go expecting loads of Spanish flair 
here. VW doesn’t permit that. This is 
just a very sensible Up-based city car. 




PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 mm 

1.0 SE ECO 3d £10,145 14.4 100 60 67 68.9 95 iK 

1.0 75 Sport 3d £10,540 13.2 106 75 70 60.1 108 Vi 


Euro NCAP mtrmw LxWxH in mm: 3560x1640x1480, 35-litre IimT 
tank, 238/951 -litre boot, 2 engines, 5 trims, 12 models in totat 


IBIZA 


Looks sharp, and pricing is good, but 
hasn't quite made the leap that the 
Leon has. Ride could be better. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.2 TDI EcoSSd 

£14,520 

13.9 

107 

75 

133 

80.7 

92 

6/10 

1.4 Cupra SC 

£19,120 

6.9 

142 

180 

184 

47.9 

139 

7/10 

1.6 TDI FRSC 

£18,050 

10.5 

117 

105 

185 

85.7 

112 

8/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4030x1690x1430, 45-litre fuel 

tank, 284-litre boot, 9 engines, 5 trims, 34 models in total. 


LEON 


Seat has really upped its game with 
the all-new Leon. Super-hot Cupra is 
rather tremendous. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.4 EcoTSI FR 

£20,525 

8.0 

134 

150 

184 

60.1 

110 

7/10 

1.8 TSI FR 

£21,565 

7.5 

140 

180 

184 

47.1 

138 

8/10 

2.0 TSI Cupra SC 

£27,910 

5.8 

155 

280 

258 

42.8 

154 

8/10 

2.0 TDI FRSC 

£23,045 

7.5 

142 

184 

280 

67.3 

109 

7/10 


Euro NCAP pLxWxH in mm: 4260x1780x1460, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 380-litre boot, 7 engines, 5 trims, 37 models in total. 


ALHAMBRA 


One of the very best MPVs around. If 
you don't want an S-Max, this is a worthy 
alternative. Lots of seats, lots of space. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 
2.0TDISE £28,675 10.2 126 150 251 55.4 132 7/10 



Enermcus Skoda catches Audi-itus. 
ScyBed with ruler, but we don’t care 
bfcausf it’s like an AS for A3 money 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 

1.4T59S £18,640 9.9 129 125 147 52.3 125 8/10 

2.DTDISE £22,090 8.9 135 150 250 68.9 108 8/10 

a.O TUI SELEst’ £28,520 8.1 146 190 295 67.3 110 9/10 

tiro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4861x1864x1470, TBA-litre fuel 
bnk, 625/1760-litre boot, 6 engines, 5 trims, 19 models in total. 


YETI 


Scods'l SUV-lite is a favourite of TopGear. 
Il taola chunky, acts chunl<y and drives 

too. Facelift spoils purity though. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.1TSM05S 

£17,000 

11.4 

110 

105 

129 

46.3 

142 

7/10 

2.0 TDI 110 Bus’ 

£19,850 

11.8 

112 

110 

184 

82.8 

118 

7/10 

2.0 TDI SE L 4x4 

£24,620 

9.1 

121 

150 

251 

55.4 

134 

8/10 


For a variety of reasons, not least that 
it proves that even under the VW Group 
corporate unnbrella it is possible to be creative 
with the components and do something 
unique. What chiefly sets it apart is its fitness- 
for-purpose. The chunky design accurately 
conveys the ownership experience and to 
drive, its better than you’d believe. It’s also 
less effeminate than a Qashqai. 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4222x1793x1645, 55-litre fuel 


tank, 322/1760-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 21 models in total. 


Best yet execution of a flawed idea. We’ll have the 
cheaper, mechanically identical Twingo, thanks. 


FORTWO 


A doddle to park, a delight around 
town, but what on earth was Smart 
thinking when it signed off the design? 




You’ll ignore the 1.2 TSI because it’s at 
least lOmpg thirstier than the diesel. Fair 
enough. But you’re missing out. It's the most 
interesting of the two engines on offer, and 
manages to disguise its lack of power. Sensible 
money goes on the 2.0-litre TDI, the 148bhp 
one with AWD (well, it did before diesel- 
gate). Expensive, yes, but surprisingly capable 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1 .0 Passion 

£11,125 

14.4 

94 

71 

67 

88.9 

93 

6/10 

0.9T Prime 

£12,415 

10.4 

98 

90 

83 

87.3 

97 

6/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 2695, 1663, 1555, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 260/350-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 


FORFOUR 


Same front end as the car above. 
Concerning. Otherwise, it’s a decent 
city car. But our eyes hurt. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1 .0 Passion 

£11,620 

15.9 

94 

71 

67 

87.3 

97 

6/10 

1.0 Edition #1 

£13,720 

15.9 

94 

71 

67 

67.3 

97 

5/10 


Euro NCAP Pii LxWxH in mm: 4850x1900x1720, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 267/2297-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 8 models in total. 



^the cheap’n’cheerful arm of the VW Group 
So why does it make a £3ok barge, then? 


Of course you recognise it - the Citigo 
is a lightly altered VW Up. Which makes 
it a very fine city car indeed. 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.0 Green SE 3d 

£9,495 

14.4 

100 

60 

70 

68.9 

95 

7/10 

l.OGre’SELSd 

£10,815 

13.2 

107 

75 

70 

87.3 

m 

n 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3560x1640x1480, 35^MnruMl 

tank, 251/951 -litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 12 models m mnJ. 


FABIA 


Only 9 per cent of the old Fabia has 
been carried into the new one. So it’s 
per cent better, says TG maths. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

m 

mm 

1.0 s 

£10,600 

15.7 

99 

60 

70 

60.1 

IK 

im 

1.2 TSI 90 SE 

£13,450 

10.9 

113 

90 

118 

60.1 

W 


T4 TDI 90 SE 

£15,450 

11.1 

113 

90 

169 

83.0 

m 

n 


Euro NCAP ^xWxH in mm: 3992x1 732x1 467, 45-llnfHl 
tank, 330/1150-litre boot, 5 engines, 3 trims, 13 models biCoibi 


OCTAVIA 


Skoda, VW's practicality-obsessed arm, 
gives you all the car you’ll ever need. 
Provided you’re slightly dull. 



I 


PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 
1.2 TSI SE £17,835 9.9 122 105 129 57.7 114 7/10 

2.0TSIVRS £23,830 6.8 154 220 258 45.6 142 7/10 

1.6 TDI SE £19,650 10.4 121 105 184 74.3 9 9 8/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4660x1810x1460, 50-litre fuel 

tank, 590/1740-litre boot, 7 engines, 8 trims, 45 models in total. 


once you run out of tarnnac. 



KRG^OFl 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3495, 1665, 1555, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 185/975-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 



Still mired where iP reTt of the Koreans languished 
I decades ago. Very cheap, for very good reason. 


TIVOLI 


1 


Neat-looking crossover is SsangYong’s 
more practical take on the Nissan Ji^e. 
Storming value but not bad to own either. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
I.SeXGlSE £12,950 12.0 106 128 118 44.1 149 4/10 

Ekviff NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4195x1795x1590, 47-litre fuel tank, 
Ul'litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
2.CIOSE £27,995 9.7 119 150 258 50.4 145 8/10 

tuTP NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4815x1840x1605, 60-litre fuel 
Qnt, TBA-litre boot, 2 engines, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 


LEVDBE 


Yet another big estate from Subaru. 
Hard to see where it fits in, particularly 
with just a single petrol engine choice. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
1.6DITGT £27,495 8.9 131 172 185 39.8 164 6/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4690x1780x1490, 60-litre fuel tank, 
522/1466-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 



FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS VOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERV CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEW8 


SEAT-SUBARU 



















SUBARU-VAUXHALL 


WRXSTI 


AVENSIS 


The Scooby turbo is back, minus the 
Impreza name but with the same huge 
wing and heinous thirst. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BMP LEFT MPG G02 RATING 
2.5TSTi £28,995 5.2 159 300 300 27.2 242 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4595x1795x1475, 77-litre fuel tank, 
460-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: FAST 

THIRST ' 1 


13: 0-62nipti identical 


BRZ 


An entirely excellent small, sharp coupe 
that's not at all like an Impreza. In a 
good way. Rather like a Toyota GT86... 




PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 

2.0 SE Lux 2d £23,995 7.B 130 200 151 3B.2 1B1 9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4240x1780x1430, 55-litre fuel tank, 
245-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 


FORESTER 


Lacks school run glam, but that’s not the 
point - this is rugged transport. Pity the 
240bhp XT Turbo is so ignorable. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
2.0DXC £26,995 10.2 11B 147 258 47.9 15B 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4560x1780x1700, 64-litre fuel tank, 
450/1610-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 6 models in total. 



Only the lovable Swift Sport appears to have been fed 
the enthusiasm from Suzuki’s mental motorcycles. 


SWIFT 


By not trying too hard, this no-nonsense 
supermini succeeds in being really rather 
good. The Sport is back, too. Rejoice! 



■^AlRelectric cars done properly. Model S is so good; you 
could almost use one as your one and only car. Almost. 


MODELS 



The most credible alternative to the 
German execs yet launched. Fast, well 
designed and utterly silent. 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
70kWh £60,535 5.2 140 334 317 N/A 0 B/10 

LP85D £84,535 3.1 155 701 443 N/A 0 9/10 

Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4970x1964x1445, no fuel tank, 
745/1645-litre boot, 3 power outputs, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 



Maker of many iHiing things. And the GT86. Which is 
I so good, it almost mal<es up for the rest of "em. 


Citroen Cl with added face fungus. Still 
cheap, still good around town. Now 
more capa&e elsewhere. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.0 X 3d 

£8,695 

14.2 

99 

70 

70 

68.9 

95 

7/10 

1.0 x-cite 5d 

£11,695 

14.2 

99 

70 

70 

68.9 

95 

7/10 


Euro NCAP «*** LxWxH in mm: 3455x1615x1460, 35-litre fuel 
tank, 168-litre boot, 1 engine, 5 trims, 10 models in total. 


A key car for Toyota in Europe. The 
engine choice is reasonable, the Hybrid is 
01^ but it's not as clever as it usecTto be. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 

1.33 Icon 5d £14,095 11.1 109 98 92 57.8 114 4/10 

Euro NCAP «*• *• LxWxH in mm: 3890x1700x1510, 42-litre fuel 
tank, 347/768-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 1 1 models in total. 


DATA IN NUMBERS: BORIS BEATER T 


PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.6 Sport 3d £13,999 8.7 121 138 118 44.1 147 7/10 

Euro NCAP ** ••* LxWxH in mm: 3850x1700x1510, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 21 3/562-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims, 1 0 models in total. 


S-CR0$$ 


Out with the SX4, in with the S-Cross. 
Same Qashqai-rivalling concept, same 
slight surprise at how decent it is. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
1.6DDiSSZ3 £18,999 12.0 111 120 238 87.2 110 8/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4300x1765x1575, 50-litre 

fuel tank, 430-litre boot, 2 engines, 4 trims,! 1 models in total. 


VITARA 


This one caught us rather by surprise. 
Vitara is a perfectly good alternative to a 
Qashqai or Juke. Well done, Suzuki. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 
1.6DDiSSZ-T £17,499 11.5 112 120 238 70.8 108 7/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4175x1775x1610, 47-litre fuel 

tank, 375/710-litre boot, 2 engine, 3 trims, 7 models in total. 


^ Cheapest Congestion Ghanie exempt Yarisi 


15,295 


AURIS 


For people who want a Prius, but don’t 
want to be seen in a Prius. Possibly 
Britain’s worst driven car. Maybe. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

LEFT MPG C02 

RATING 

1.8 Hybrid £19,845 10.9 112 138 105 80.7 79 8/10 

Euro NCAP * ** ** LxWxH in mm: 4330x1760x1475, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 435/1199-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 30 models in total. 

1 PRIUS 1 



The iconic hybrid is clever, clean and 
economical, especially when it comes to 
tax. Want seven seats? Try a Prius+. 


& 

PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP 

LEFT MPG G02 

RATING 

1.8 Plug-in £33,395 13.1 111 98 

104 134.5 49 

6/10 


1.8Prius+ £26,995 11.8 105 138 105 68.9 96 5/10 

Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4460x1750x1490 (Prius+: 
4635x1805x1775, 45-litre fuel tank, 445/658-litre boot (Prius+: 
505/1425), 1 engine, 4 trims, 6 models in total. 



There’s little wrong with the Avensis, 
just like there's little wrong with your 
dad’s M&S jumper. Mmm, woolly. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 

1.6D-4D £18,850 11.4 112 112 199 87.3 108 5/10 

Euro NCAP ***** LxWxH in mm: 4750x1810x1480, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 510/1609-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 9 models in total. 


GT86 


The best Toyota in donkeys (with a 
nod of thanks to Subaru). Light 'n' lithe 
coupe proves that 200bhp is enough. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LEFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

2.0 Primo 

£22,700 

7.7 

140 

200 

151 

36.2 

180 

9/10 

2.0 Aero 

£27,500 

7.7 

140 

200 

151 

36.2 

180 

8/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4240x1780x1430, 50-litre fuel tank, 
245-litre boot, 1 engine, 4 trims, 4 models in total. 


VERSO 


Revised in 201 3 and does an OK job of 
moving offspring and their snotty gub- 
bins, but outclassed by the Ford C^ax. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 

1.6 D-4D Active £19,990 12.7 115 114 199 82.0 119 5/10 

Euro NCAP ■*•*■ LxWxH in mm: 4440x1790x1620, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 178/1693-litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 8 models in total. 


LAND CRUISER 


Happy in the hands of armed militia and 
jolly farmers from Lincolnshire. One of 
the most robust off-roaders ever. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
3.0 D-4D Icon £48,355 11.7 109 171 302 34.9 213 5/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4760x1885x1890, 87-litre fuel tank, 
403/1695-litre boot, 1 engine, 3 trims, 3 models in total. 



Along with Ford, the bread and butter of British motoring. 
Thing is, Vauxhall forgets to put tasty fillings in. 


They called it the Adam. They should 
have called it the Cheryl. Cute, but 
short of panache. Blame its upbringing. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG G02 RATING 

1.4 100 S/S Slam £14,895 11.5 115 100 96 55.4 119 7/10 

1.0T Rocks Air £17,245 9.9 121 115 125 58.5 115 8/10 

Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 3740x1680x1590, 45-litre fuel 

tank, 170/663-litre boot, 3 engines, 5 trims, 17 models in total. 


IVIVA r 


11 

Vauxhall revives Viva name, but only in H 
the UK. Viva is called Karl elsewhere. Is W 

A - 

I 

quite cheap. Also quite cheerful. iMU 




PRICE 0-62 MPH BHP LB FT MPG C02 RATING 
1.0 SE £7,995 13.1 108 75 70 62.8 104 6/10 

Euro NCAP n/a LxWxH in mm: 3675x1595x1485, 32-litre fuel 
tank, 206/1013-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 3 models in total. 




DHida Kiel consumption for the \tolvo V40 T!? R-Deisisn (manual) in MPG (/I004oi^): Urban 38 7 CT.3X ExUa Uiban 828 (46)^ Combined 51 4 (66). CO? Emisskorm I27g/lim 
MPG figures are obtairied from laboratory testing irrteiided for compansons between vehic as and nt^ not reflect real driving reat^ts 


FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS VOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEW8 





















CORSA 


Lovely little ^ .0-litre turbo, very refined 
and vastly improved all round. But it’s 
still a Vauxhafl. Need we say more? 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.2 Sting 3 d 

£9,265 

18.0 

101 

70 

85 

52.3 

124 

6/10 

l.oT 90 SE 5 d 

£15,100 

11.9 

112 

90 

122 

65.7 

104 

8/10 

1.6T 205 VXR 3d 

£18,245 

8.8 

143 

205 

180 

37.7 

174 

6/10 


Euro NCAP t* LxWxH in mm: 4020x1736x1479, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 285/1 120-litre boot, 7 engines, 8 trims, 76 models in total. 


ASTRA 


Yes, yawn, it’s the new Astra. Trouble 
is, this one really takes the fight to the 
Focus. Onboard connectivity is superb. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.0T 

£15,995 

10.5 

124 

105 

125 

85.7 

99 

7/10 

1.4T150SRi 

£18,895 

7.8 

134 

150 

181 

51.4 

128 

7/10 

1.6 CDTi Design 

£18,180 

9.0 

127 

138 

236 

78.3 

99 

7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4370x1871x1485, 48-litre fuel 
tank, 370/1210-litre boot, 8 engines, 5 trims, 41 models in total. 


INSIGNIA 


The Vectra replacement that changed 
its name to avoid incrimination in past 
crimes. Good to drive, smart design. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

2.8 T VXR SS 

£30,379 

5.8 

170 

325 

320 

25.7 

249 

6/10 

1 .6 CDTi Design 

£19,534 

10.9 

130 

136 

236 

74.3 

99 

6/10 

2.0 CDTi SRi ST 

£23,434 

9.4 

137 

170 

295 

"boT 

124 

6/10 


Euro NCAP p»ppp LxWxH in mm: 4830x1860x1530, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 530/1470-litre boot, 9 engines, 6 trims, 106 models in total. 


VXR8 



No-nonsense Aussie saloon is back. TG 
cheers loudly. Particularly as it now has 
nearly 600bhp... Strewth. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 
6.2 V8 GTS £54,509 4.9 155 584 545 18.5 363 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4940x1900x1470, 73-litre fuel tank, 
495-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


mm 


Mini-MPV with rear suicide doors to 
ease child installation and ejection of 
drunks. Like a Black Cab, minus vomit. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 
I.eCDTiExcl’ £20,875 9.9 122 136 236 64.2 116 7/10 

Euro NCAP pp p* » LxWxH in mm: 4290x1810x1620, 54-litre fuel 
tank, 400/1500-litre boot, 7 engines, 4 trims, 21 models in total. 


ZAFIRA TOURER 


Who’d of thunk it? The words 'Zafira’ 
and 'desirable’ in the same sentence. 
Boomerang eyes are locked on S-Max... 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
Z.OCDTiSRi £25,230 9.1 129 170 280 54.3 137 7/10 

Euro NCAP pp pp » LxWxH in mm: 4600x1850x1760, 65-litre fuel 
tank, 420/1420-litre boot, 5 engines, 5 trims, 22 models in total. 






Price £80,000 Specs 280bhp, 
206 lb ft, 0-62ripb 2.8secs, 
VMaxl70ripb, NMmpg, 
CO^NMg/km 


Its made by some men in Cheshire. It will make you feel 
like Ayrton Senna. It looks like a formula racer. And it 
really doesn’t matter if you have no mates. 


Price £38,000 Specs 310bbp, 
169 lb ft, 0-62ripb 2.7secs, 
VMaxlBBmpb, N/Ampg, 
CO^NMg/km 


It changed how we think about track-day cars, and nearly 
tore Jeremy’s face off. Now in its fourth generation, the 
Somerset lightweight is just getting better and better. 


Price £32,990 Specs 210bbp, 
150 lb ft, 0-62ripb 3.8secs,VMax 
136ripb, NMmpg, CO^NMg/km 


New 420R is Caterham’s mid-ranger, above the 360 
and below the manic 620. Still light, fast and nimble. 
And still nowhere to keep a dog. 


Price £54,500 Specs 345bbp, 
295 lb ft, 0-62mpb4secs, 
VMaxl70mpb,28mpg, 

C02 236g/km 


The last one was as raw as sashimi. This one’s more 
grown up, and now has a supercharged V6, but can still 
spot an apex from a mile off. Lotus still knows its onions. 


Price £29,995 Specs 250bbp, 
2951b ft, 0-62mpb4.0secs, 
VMaxl45mpb, NMmpg, 
CO^NMg/km 


If the Ford Focus ST-engined ElO is anything to go 
by, British upstart Zenos will be around for a while yet. 
Actual windscreen makes it semi-usable on the road. 




PRICE 

0-62 MPH BHP 

LB FT 

MPG G02 

RATING 

1.0 Take Up 3d 

£8,870 

14.4 99 60 

70 

62.8 105 

8/10 

1.0 Club Up 5d 

£12,485 

13.2 106 75 

70 

60.1 108 

8/10 

Euro NCAP i 



tank, 251/951-litre boot, 2 engines, 6 trims, 16 models in total. 



DATA IN NUMBERS: PRICED UP 



VW Ud 1.0 


VW has created the world’s first eco- 
spaceship. Beam us up Scotty, we’re 
ready for lift-off at 300m pg. 



PRICE G-G2 MPH RHP LRFT MPG GG2 RATING 

0.8 TDI Plug-in £94,000 11.9 99 75 103 313 24 9/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3970x1682x1184, 10-litre fuel 
tank, 120-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 


POLO 


The Golf’s mini-me was facelifted for 
201 4. It’s safe and solid, and now has a 
(little) bit more soul. 





PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

G02 

RATING 

1.0 S 3d 

£11,300 

15.5 

100 

60 

70 

60.1 

106 

7/10 

1.2 TSI SE 5d 

£14,410 

10.8 

114 

90 

118 

60.1 

107 

8/10 

1.8 TSI GTI 3d 

£18,900 

6.7 

146 

192 

236 

47.1 

139 

7/10 

1.4 TDI SEsd 

£15,475 

12.9 

108 

75 

155 

83.1 

88 

8/10 


Euro NCAP ♦•♦•^LxWxH in mm: 3970x1682x1462, 45-litre fuel 
tank, 280/952-litre boot, 9 engines, 8 trims, 32 models in total. 


GOLF 


The best done better than ever. You 
need no other hatchback. So don’t 
waste your time looking. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
1.4TSIGT5d £24,270 8.2 134 150 184 57.6 115 8/10 

2.0GTI5d £28,155 6.5 153 220 258 47.1 139 8/10 

2.0 R5d £31,475 5.1 155 300 280 39.8 185 9/10 

1.6 TDI Match 5d £21,960 10.7 119 110 184 74.3 9 9 8/10 

2.0GTD5d £27,590 7.5 143 184 258 67.3 109 8/10 

Euro NCAP * pp LxWxH in mm: 4260x1800x1450, 50-litre fuel 
tank, 380/1270-litre boot, 13 engines, 9 trims, 48 models in total. 


BEETLE 


A sportier Beetle? Does that make this a 
cockroach? Never mind, the retro VW now 
has a smattering of driver appeal. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

BHP 

LB FT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.2 TSI Design 

£18,670 

10.9 

112 

105 

129 

51.4 

128 

6/10 

1.4 TSI Sport 

£22,525 

8.7 

126 

150 

185 

48.7 

134 

7/10 


Euro NCAP v ** r LxWxH in mm: 4640x1770x1480, 68-litre fuel 
tank, 510-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 20 models in total. 


MADE IN SWEDEN. 
TUNED FDR mmH 
TNEVOUIDVAOIHIESJGN. 


0iitls5 itiads are different from 
Swedish rtjads. Thaf s why we tcssted and 
tuned the V4D K-Desiyn's susperisbtf 
here in Britain, it pifts yuu in total control, 
st^ightening out the toughest of 
hairpin turris arid tyintrig even the 
meanest of speed bumos. 

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

ATVOLVOCARS.CO*UK 


AmMito with 3 cornptDnwntBrv 
vanrtclPi} wlwn purchased on Vobo 
Rirwiol Coninct Pufchttu. 


F^f«onai Courtrwiit Puichsse l^pro4«ntiriiv« 
EKsmpliD: V40 T2 R-Ocst^i Rebel Blue 


i 1 II wifc 1 1 m li 1 1— ltli-iJm 

vioriir^ |Hi]pnrHii.i 


CiJiliiyiKV ^DpDfllL 

£269 

FiniriP? £^50 

APR 


On ENp 

Ct9.e62.be 

Total unoLfH ol crodll 

ETe.e43.5a 


E2,7ie^ 

Tolal amatnA 

£32.661 

OptkMml liml ptoyiTHtit 

£aeba 

Dyntnn iri JigrwnicirN 4^ 

pRod ralto cH ir^afutot RJi. 

2.62% 

1 - toTTMn 

e.ooa 

Excm niilcaga 

l4 9E}pQrmiQ 



a iHa MM 'Sdt^ to a pif1X«Hdhf dHrM Hlifew ngMM bilMM hU M M tw tliM M a n 
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VAUXHALL-VOLKSWAGEN 























VOLKSWAGEN-ZENOS 



PASSAT 


The driver likes to pretend he’s an exec, 
when in truth he’s a rep that’s made his 
monthly bonus. Fine car, though. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.6 TDI S 

£22,320 

10.8 

128 

120 

185 

70.8 

105 

7/10 

2.0 TDI S 

£23,445 

8.7 

137 

150 

251 

70.8 

108 

7/10 

2.0 TDI SCRGT 

£27,895 

8.1 

149 

190 

389 

53.3 

107 

7/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4767x1832x1456, 59/66-litre fuel 

tank, 586/1152-litre boot, 4 engines, 5 trims, 26 models in total. 


CC 


Facelifted CC has dropped the Passat 
name, but not the underpinnings. 
Cheap, able alternative to the Merc CLS. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 

2.0 TDM 84 GT £30, BOD 8.6 141 1B4 25B B4.2 114 7/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4800x1860x1420, 70-litre fuel tank, 
532-litre boot, 4 engines, 2 trims, 5 models in total. 


SCIROCCO 


Still great looking, but now resting on a 
platform two gens behind the Golf. Mi- 
nor facelift isnt enough to disguise this. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G 02 

RATING 

2.0 TSI 180 

£22,790 

7.4 

140 

180 

207 

47.1 

148 

7/10 

2.0 TSI 280 R 

£32,580 

5.7 

155 

280 

258 

35.3 

187 

8/10 

2.0 TDI 150 

£23,455 

8.8 

134 

150 

199 

87.3 

109 

8/10 


Euro NCAP WxH in mm: 4256x1810x1406, 55-litre fuel 

tank, 312/1006-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 11 models in total. 


TOURAN 


A dull but capable MPV in a marketplace 
where that’s all you need. Essentially a 
big, last-gen Golf with seven seats. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 

1.6 TDM 05 SE £23,855 12.8 118 105 185 81.4 121 5/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4397x1794x1634, 60-litre fuel 


tank, 121/1913-litre boot, 6 engines, 3 trims, 14 models in total. 


SHARAN 


More VW MPV-ery, this time quite 
good. It’s comfortable, practical, seats 
seven easily and gets decent engines. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

1.4 TSI 150 SE 

£28,485 

10.7 

122 

150 

177 

43.5 

150 

7/10 

2.0 TDI 150SE 

Euro NCAP i 

£30,115 

10.3 

WxH it 

TBA 

1 mm: 

150 

4850) 

251 

<1900x 

58.5 

1720,' 

130 

70-litr 

7/10 

efuel 


tank, 300/2297-litre boot, 4 engines, 4 trims, 1 1 models in total. 


TIGUAN 


A baby SUV that’s more of a family car 
than a rough 'n' tough off-roader. Des- 
tined for the school run, and why not? 

PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG 002 RATING 
2 .OTDI 2 WD £25,520 9.8 123 150 251 58.5 130 5/10 

2 .OTDI 4 WD £29,820 8.3 127 184 280 49.8 150 8/10 

Euro NCAP .LxWxH in mm: 4519x1809x1703, 60-litre fuel 
tank, 470/1510-litre boot, 6 engines, 4 trims, 15 models in total. 


TOUAREG 


If a large SUV can be inoffensive, this is 
it. Shares much with the Cayenne, ex- 
cept the price and cock-wafting image. 




PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG G02 RATING 
3.0TDISE £43,805 8.7 128 204 332 42.8 173 8/10 

3.0TDIR-Line £48,405 7.3 140 282 373 42.8 174 7/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4801x1940x1709, 85-litre fuel 


tank, 493/1555-litre boot, 2 engines, 3 trims, 5 models in total. 



Far removed from Volvo of old, and far more than just 
boxes on wheels. Even though they are boxy. 


V40 


Volvo finally pulls its finger out and gets 
serious about the premium hatchback. 
We actually quite like these. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G 02 

RATING 

1.5 T2 SE 

£22,205 

9.2 

1118 

122 

182 

51.4 

129 

7/10 

2.0 T5 R-Des L 

£31,700 

8.0 

149 

245 

258 

47.9 

137 

7/10 

2.0 D3 150 SE 

£23,770 

7.9 

130 

150 

238 

74.3 

99 

8/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4370x1800x1450, 52-litre fuel 

tank, 335/1032-litre boot, 7 engines, 7 trims, 45 models in total. 



S60 


At last, a BMW 3-Series rival that’s actu- 
ally a 3-Series size. Good engines, nice 
interior, but no 3-Series to drive. 


1 



o 

Peugeot 308 SW 
1.6 BlueHDil20 

88.3mpg 


0 

Ford Focus 
l.STDCi Eco 

83.1mpg 


0 

Seat Leon ST 
1.6TDI110 

83.1mpg 


o 

Dacia Logan MCV 
1.5dCi90 

8G.7mpg 


0 

Toyota Auris Flybrid 
Touring Sports 

8G.7mpg 


o 

Skoda Octavia 
Greenline 

8G.7mpg 


o 

Seat Ibiza ST 
1.6 TDI 

8G.7mpg 


0 

Volkswagen Golf 
1.6 TDI Bluemotion 

8G.7mpg 


o 

Renault Megane ST 
l.SdCillO 

78.5mpg 


0 

Skoda Fabia 
1.4 TDI 

78.5mpg 



PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G 02 

RATING 

1 .5 T 3 Business 

£22,490 

8.1 

130 

154 

185 

48.7 

135 

8/10 

2.0 D4 Business 

£24,045 

7.1 

143 

190 

295 

72.8 

102 

7/10 


Euro NCAP mm mmm LxWxH in mm: 4630x1860x1490, 67-litre fuel 
tank, 339-litre boot, 8 engines, 5 trims, 36 models in total. 


VBO 


Estate version of the S60, only Volvo 
insists it’s not actually an estate, but a 
'sportswagon’. It’s an estate, Volvo. 




PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

G 02 

RATING 

2.0 D4 Business 

£25,245 

7.2 

140 

190 

295 

70.8 

104 

7/10 

D 6 Plug-in 

£50,175 

5.8 

143 

220 

325 

155 

48 

7/10 


Euro NCAP LxWxH in mm: 4628x1865x1484, 67-litre fuel 

tank, 430/1 241 -litre boot, 6 engines, 9 trims, 36 models in total. 


V70/XC70 


Close your eyes and think of a Volvo. And 
here it is - the 21 st century incarnation of 
the classic estate. Now rather off the pace. 



PRICE G-G2 MPH RHP LRFT MPG CG2 RATING 

2.0 D4 Business £27,195 8.1 137 181 295 87.3 109 5/10 

XC70D5AWD £39,540 7.5 130 215 309 53.3 139 8/10 

Euro NCAP n**** LxWxH in mm: 4820x1860x1550, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 575/1600-litre boot, 5 engines, 4 trims, 28 models in total. 


XC60 


Mid-size SUV stuffed with health and 
safety kit. It should come in fluoro yel- 
low with a loud hailer as standard. 



PRICE G-G2 MPH RHP LRFT MPG CG2 RATING 
2.0D4SELUX £34,380 7.8 130 190 295 82.8 117 8/10 

Euro NCAP ► LxWxH in mm: 4630x1860x1490, 70-litre fuel 
tank, 495/1455-litre boot, 3 engines, 4 trims, 14 models in total. 


Everything we hoped it would be, and 
more besides. Superb safety systems, 
fantastic tech and practicality. 






PRICE 

0-62 

MPH 

RHP 

LRFT 

MPG 

C02 

RATING 

2.0 

D5 

£45,750 

7.4 

137 

228 

347 

49.8 

149 

9/10 

2.0 

T 6 

£49,205 

8.1 

143 

324 

295 

38.7 

179 

9/10 

2.0 

T 8 

£59,955 

5.3 

140 

408 

295 

104.8 

99 

9/10 


Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 4950x2008x1776, 50/71 -litre fuel 
tank, 397/1 951 -litre boot, 3 engines, 3 trims, 9 models in total. 




Thought up by a pair of Mexican brothers with a 
background in industrial design. 05 is a promising start. 


05 


Looks like a little British track thing. 
Isn’t. Mexican money, Italian design. 
Ford power. Good effort. 



PRICE G-G2 MPH RHP LRFT MPG CG2 RATING 
2.0T £59,995 3.7 152 285 310 n/a n/a 7/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3718x1876x1120, 40-litre fuel 
tank, 70-litre boot, 1 engine, 1 trim, 1 model in total. 



Upstart staffed by ex-Caterham execs. It shows - 
Ford-engined Eio is admirably well-executed. 


EIO 


What do you get when former Cater- 
ham chiefs leave to design their own 
car? Urn, a 21st century Caterham. 



PRICE 0-62 MPH RHP LRFT MPG C02 RATING 
E10S £29,995 4.0 145 250 295 n/a n/a 8/10 

Euro NCAP n/a, LxWxH in mm: 3800x1870x1130, n/a-litre fuel 
tank, n/a-litre boot, 1 engine, 2 trims, 2 models in total. 



FOR ALL THE FACTS AND STATS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVERY CAR ON SALE IN THE UK GO TO TOPGEAR.COM/REVIEWS 
































Advertisement Feature Page ^ 

CAR COVER 


SHOP 

Super soft stretchy car 
covers from only £99 In 4 
sizes and red, blade, grey and 
blue flatter any indoor stored 
car. Non scratch, close fitting fabric 
suits all models especially sports cars. Breadiabie, dust proof, 
machinewashable and with a satin sheen, they make a perfect gift 
www.artomrshop.co.uk or siting advice on 01 700 749449 


JOHN WHITE 

John White have been creating stylish, high quality shoes 
and boots since 1919. Using the finest materials and 
traditional methods to 
create long lasting, 
comfortable footwear. 
These Bourton grain 
brogue boots priced at 
£185 are perfect for this 
Auturrtn/WInter 
See tho full range at 
r.Johnwhit*shots.coni 




DU MAURI ER 
WATCHES 

The Linrited Edition Commodore 
by Du Maurier watches. 

A classic combination of style 
& performance, a true 
dress-diver that looks as good 
with a tuxedo as it does in 
the water. Each Swiss made, 
Limited Edition version features 
only 125 pieces. Also available, 
a stunning, black steel Special 
Edition of only 50 pieces 
The Commodore 
£445 ■ £525 Oido r now at 
www.dumauriarwatchts.com 
Tol;0S45 519 3074 


PULLMAN EDITIONS 

Designs, commissions and publishes 
striking original posters which 
capture ^e endunng appeal of Art 
Deco. Their newly commissioned 
posters feature winter sports, 
glamorous resorts around the 
world and the world's greatest 
historic automobiles 
All £395 each. 

Tel: 02077300547 
or view and buy online tt 
ivww.pul lmanedition$.com 


HIGH-OCTANE 
GIFTS FROM MAJOR CIRCUIT 

OWNER MSV 

Get behind the wheel the new BMW M4 Coupd and a Formula 1 style single 
seater and drive likea pro forjust£189.0rbecomea rally driver with 
the rear-wheel drive Toyota (?86 on a special stage course from £99 

For information or to booh a drive at 
Brands Hatch (Kent] or Oulton Park (Cheshire) 
visit www.msvdrivingglfts.com 
orTolOB43 4531000 


OS CUSTOM 
MADE MAPS 

Unique Christmas gift for outdoor 
enthusiasts • Centre your map anywhere in 
Brltaiit, add a title and upload a cover photo 
to oeate a unique gift OS Custom Made maps 
are available in a choice of scales, and arrive 
folded for active use or a flat for framing 
RRP: £16.99 (basic map - we may be 
adding some upgrade options for xmis] 
view end buy online et oscurriommade.C4.uk 
to use the simple on line map creator 


SWITHBERT & LOUIS 

Individually handmade tweed and silk 
scarves with buttons, for ladies and gentlemen, 
The Swithbert S Louis, named after the patron 
saint of sore throats and button makers, suits any 
wardrobe, effortlessly blending witii a casual 
outfit or as a striking accessory for a more formal 
occasion, this modern classic evokes the sartorial 
elegance of a bygone era of sophistication 
wwwjwithbertandloui5.co.uk 
lnfo#fwithbeitandlouU.<o.uk 
Tol: 07908 762053 


2 IN 1 IN-CAR CHARGER 
AND POWER BANK 3000 MAH 

This in-car power bank 

charges yoursntartphone or tablet whilst on thi 
move, making it ideal for times when you find 
yourself low on power. The foldable in-ca 
charger design and long standby time allows 
you to keep it in your car for emergencies 
Buy In store or online fnr £29.99, and 
find out more at www.yeur-klLce.uh 


Timing SSTyOng Products ft unices Uesiyle CarSsles Prestige Gar Hire Insurance and finance 


IbpGear market place • 020 im h\2i 
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MidlandCredit.co.uk 


Getting the Nation Driving 


NEED CAR FINANCE? 


BUY ANY CAR 

from any DEALER 


MSr DECISION NO DEPOSIT^ 
WITHIN 1 HOUR^ DEPOSIT V 

POOR CREDIT NO FEES ^ 


bTo 


EXCELLENT! 

★★★★★ reviews on 


!iiTRUSTPILOT 



to £S0.00P 


ADMIN FEES 


Midland Credit Ltd is authorised & regulated: by the Financial Conduct Aythority for consumer credit FCA no- 654302 
26.9% APR representative written Quotations available upon request the rate you wIK be offered wifi depend upon 

your personal drcymstances 




APPLY ONLINE NOW 


www.midlandcredit.co.uk J 




Or Call Us 


03339 00 00 00 
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Great Insurance 
Deals 

Adrian Flux how much you love your 
car, that’s why we ore dedicated to 
finding you o great policy tailored to 
your specific repirirements ond driving 
history. Call us today for o free, 
no obligation quote. 


Get Your Insurance In Gear 



ADRIAN 

FLUX 


OF! 


0800 085 5000 

adrianflux.co.uk 

AijltiD«it end FBfpLitcifKj try Ihfi Conduct Auttvarttv 


Benefits available can include: 

I EU Cover ■ Club Menriber Discounts 

I Breakdown Cover m Limited Mileage Discounts 
I FREE Legal Cover ■ ModftlcaHons Cover 
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01526 353111 

8m ■ Apiti 7 Dayi A Week 
We Buy and VXiue Re^straliom 



I^WESe&Y 

H 


Millions More Exclusive Car Registrations Search Online, Or Call Our Experienceef Advisors For Further Details 

Ail wIlBetli wm, mi DOT im, uumfttmi eurfiiFi ipiv lAjucl n VAT PtfcM wict d lipt il vtmm EAOI 
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WORRIED ABOUT EXPENSIVE 

CAR REPAIR BILLS? 


If your car goca ^rtsnQ. you could be faced wallet busting repair bills Not to rnention ti>e hassle of 
dealing with ttic garage and being without your anotor for days, or even wcdcs on end 

An Bwaid-winntrig car repair plan tram Warranlywlso glvea you total peace of mind whan your 
car 900a bang! All of our pbns indodb car Nre, hole! & anwards travel oKpenses as wo| as recovery 
as standard You c^n also take your car to any ^AT regbtered garage in the UK or Europe for repairs I 
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V 


INTRODUCING 

THE ADVANCED PREMIUM 3 PACK 

CHUTE A swnmoH shne easly and efriiiiiessiy 

1 . ADVANCED PREMUM WATERLESS 

2 . ADVANCED PnEMUMOEANER 
lAWANCEDPREIWUMTYRESHINE 

OHftf flAAtti iilrt RInA tMffi 

O BUY All 3 FOR UNLY £44.95 'SAVE £18.001 

INCLUDES P&P MD 5 FREE MICROFTBHE CLOTHS 

BDTUES sout iwnnouAUV nn [20.99 each inc pdp 




•KGtfllUICIT 

Mnm.ii(qiiisnwand8anlniW]raUuds.w 
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Capital Car Finance 


' 

We have no cal l centres, al 1 our staff offer ' 

professional, friend ly, FREE advice. 


We specialise in discounted low rate PCP and 
Lease Purchase Finance schemes. 

✓ 

Already found your car? No problem, we can 
arrange your PCP or Lease Purchase. 

✓ 

We have no fewer than 7 different tenders for 
PCP and Lease Purchase. 

m 

Personal Contract Purchase 
on cars up to 3 years old 

m 

Lease Purchase 
lowest finance rate ever! 

Freefone 0800 043 4340 

WWW. 

capitalcarfinance . co, uk 


Supercar 

Driving Experiences 

>lt TWo Different Circuits 


THUUXtOM 



PROTECT ALL 
FOUR WHEELS 

for than it rrarma^ly to r^lurbisln just owl 

S F^iAcSt w^waAi bwn Wt] dwiig* 
m Wti d iwtw fiiidi wnSMbvw 
• T]^cttnbwdwig(HJw#i AucjrOiW^ 

S 3iitib4 fijti M 



P R 0 6 R E S S;: J H R 0 U G H 

partn'ership 





PORSCHE 



New for 2015 - Lambortifiini Huradn and Ja^r FJype 
and Lamborghini Aventador, Ferrari 458 Sp/tfer Plus F430, 
Aston Martin, R8, Cayman, Racing Cars and rdf Needed , 

New High Tetii SW Pan facility at Thruxton 


thrwftonracing.co.uk 

7:01284082222 

‘Itnatonoilfy 


croftcircuit-COMk 

7:01325 721015 


A Rothmans laic^ry 936 newiy built lor tf>e 
19S3 Lo Maji$ Driven by the steiEai Gorrrian 
paifing of Stefen Ballot and Jochen Mass, it 
qualified third and led the race for the first four 
hours It recorded the second fastest lap time 
and the second highest speed on the Muisanne 
of 216mph. Now as part of the Historic Porsche 
Collection Its cooling efficiency is maximised 
through the use of Evans PowerCooi 180^ 

www.evanscDDlants.co.uk 


# % 





t. 0T792 572299 
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Weather 
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SPORTS CAR RACING 

DONE RIGHT! 


RolexZ* At DAYTONA’ ■ January 2B-31 






At WeatherTech*, we take endurance racing 
as seriously as we take automotive accessories 
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Eumpoan CustDtners 
WcathcfTechEurDpexam 


020%^ br tMcmi IF an 


Antefican Customers 
WeathorTcch.cofn 


Canadian Customors 
WBamorTBch-ca 
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Mr^BJ. VW Golf MkVIl 


D 


D 


D 


A 


A 


D 


KUMPMR TOP PAtMT PPOTMCTOPS 


lor fh# ' ^ , 

Raorguortif for my MifVW GoW. ^ . 

If** foBuloui - jff do#s axocfiy whof " 

I naadadt as fh* litt is porticutariy pronm 
fo damage, I don^f undanfond why 
manufQchjrers don*f fit soma^hrim fifaa It a* 
standard aaylpmanf . 


■■■•« H Ul WMr 
kMM#Ml»Wri k 


Avoilable for ovor SOO vehicles 


lh«U.K.hr 


Vlih and order online at: linvw.r«afguordB.«».uk Phone: 01 SIS SS 3 S 88 Email: Nl«fargmwildfiigs.MM 




I p^ry Arlington 

Sv Luxiirious; Min's Shirts, Boxer Shorts & 
^ “ Accessories. Crafted from the finest 

materials in'a striking array of colours. 

Shop with 10% Discount code 'TGI 5' 
for Christmas Inspiration 

www.henryarlington. com 
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Tljningfi styling Ufestyle Car Sales Presnge Car Hire Reglsirarions Insurance and finance 
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LUXURIOUS CORDS 
ONLY r o r\ half 

Z:,'jU price 

(WAS £60) 

Wc are deli|^ied to aflRcf Top Gear millers die oppommity to 
purdiatfc «iiy pair of corduroy trouim ftoni our mperb coUection fer 
juflt£ 30 , halfthcoiigiiudpiioeof£ 60 , 

Th^ luxuHoiiE cards Btom SaMud Wltulsat thssis; fit and air 

bcauttfuUy arnmucted &om touf^ and hanWaring 100 percent puit tottnii. Pedba 
Ibf wodc or play, dicse veriatile Doukcs cornc with a choice of dtber jumbo S-walc 
or needJt 1 i-walc coiutrucoon* with live seasonal oolours in ^ch style They future 
deep quarter pockets, two rear pockets and a sturdy zip All Samuel Windsor dothing 
indudes a 30 -d 2 y no quibbk worn or unworn guaiantee. 

Sizes: Ipg length IT* available wtth wabt siza 34" ^ 42”, 
leg Iimgth 29" and 31" avajlabk with waist sbtx 30" - 46”, 
leg length 33* available with waist sizu 32" - 42", 


NEEDLE CORDS 

-I- I' » ■ ,_!■ . ^TT 


BVT91DO DARK OLIVE 


JUMBO CORDS 



BVT91NYNAVY 


[BVmKH KHAKI 


L 



Samuel Windsor 

tailored quality - outstanding prices 



0871 911 7044 

“C4t BPti I Jp P«f minim piil* pHU ptfltM tutniM dwift QUOTE 55345 

WWW.Samuelwmdsorshoes.CO.uk /55345 


Poit toi SuDud WinJjur PO Ekecua. LD^ 3BE 


lTEiiCiSCfil«»TKM cool m 

WAJSr QTY TOTAL 


■ T 

r ^ 



' T 




P&P 

£S0S 

mr 



PLEASE PQ KJf BSD CAA EHhrai^ b aew if b7 nikig lor Uwy tyn ■■ iri ui ip ^ y MrfW bll|v pidM 
MflWinlbivnfeisiiliisadafi.moriiMnkiptfiiiiii ^guviau^iQaiiitniiM Aiv Aihfe«Dncvb»nlfT«d ia^ 
flbto MDMlW^HryfiWnMtvbiiapilpi iitqMiaviDliVl! 

p" WP< AwiiM A wi nWlbwr 

M'«rM cnii Mr Vi snhOlrtiAH 1 MMi a W 


55345 


loidwidH^wfoi. ]»<kpr>U<<»Mmm.«irrDSOROn«(HM$)- 

Ilc«e WtRc }xitt mUK ibd wldtaN ca dw bidt of yuir | 4 wc ior 

Cifid/SprfldU'T^iKitn cild: 

Mr/Mn/Mi: 


C«4jV 
Sp4tda ligWat 


tLitg: 
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GTECHniQ 

SMAFIT SURFACE SOENCE 


LEADING THE WAY IN 


DETAILING 


TEa 


TOUGH 

STUFF 

CERAMIC COMPOSITE TECHNOLOGY 


Uke no odw product Crvwtol Smrum provides point 
protMtion with pr4viou$ly unochi«vohia lov^lis of 
gloss, durawiity, scfotch ond cn^nKcoi msistorw 


Its oornposit* stnjeburo offers M uitimotw in 
cvromlc protvctlcifi pkJS tho som« Slick 
finish ond condy ‘Kks gloss os the 
very taost cornouba wowbs. 





iniMMrthrt ttyte iMgrMd to dJp aftywti«ra 
Mew eihranced polyirw laclinaliigy gim 
long'lasting fragrance raleaie 

Maeicfi 11 Will SDdter 

liutantly recognisable Lnu branding 
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lieityle CarSalw Prestloe Gar Hire REglsnariona Insurance and fiiunce 
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1 CALL ^ 

0^ t68 28 2fi 1 

2®OflNU» 

»®®prw)i3r 1 


Ironmongaiy^A&nef 


MASTERS OF OUR TRAOE 


Of ruAfiff 


£1 down 

fj PRICES 





ORDER BY 8PM 

GET n NEXT DAT 



FREEDBJVERY 

OVEREAT 



FREE RETURNS 

wmtftDOOATS 



MINIMUM 

&YEARGUARAKTS 




CHECK OUT OUR 
MOBILE WEBSITE 



II aUJ.7»n-Spfn7«iysawnk Mb ONIMESImii 24/71 

II 0808 168 28 28 B IronmongoryDif&G/iCOin find us oh > oo 


8 

i 

1 


t 






tuning tpwciallsli 


Plug-in Diesel Upgrades 



OiPSPi Tuning for Car«« Cortiimrcials, Traelor^ A Boat ^ 
Fit yourselt in minufo* - instantly improve drivobilltyf 



Th* CHP EipfVH™ funing la anthour doulifl lh» momi idvtnced 

H4ndl»M< upgrsdfl «¥*il4abl» H work* In harmony wnh ^fma an^ w, tH 

Jaty fwci^a nnihoMt nmlirf^ m Inaarlff* wish iht v*h*ola'i «ii«iinQ orv-twaid 
computer. I oai he Hit Fned m mlnMiea. adjuvtad bf mom pertcmwwa end 
uwty rtmavad. li uttm Ith your vahlida Irmn ki memjlacfurM'a iMnim. 

Visit our websitOt seo your vehlcift's 
tru£ potential order online. 

eriiall@chjpexpreaa.qoni D1727 738 9SB 



FREE HAMPER 


WHEN PURCHASING A TUNIT FOR TOUR VEHICLE DURING 



01257 274100 INFO@TUNIT.COM TUNe.COM 
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DMS AUTOMOTIVE 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES 

AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE 
WEVE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER 19 YEARS 


'-urn 


DMS CiM AMD (f VO AUOUfiT U] "ENGINE UPGRADE ADDS HUGE PERFORMANCE AND REAL CHARACTER' 

DMS 1M iEVO MARCH 12) THERE'S A REAL RiP TO THE WAV THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM" 

DMS S16S tLACK SERIES {EVO OCTOBER 'IQ? *IT FEELS UKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SLAS AND A PORSCHE GT2' 

DMS 1 JSi («MW CAR MAY ‘095 'THE CT^NDARD CAR iS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE fT TO THE NEXT LEVEL" 
DMS W TURBO (EVO SEFTCMBER OS) -ITS EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, YET DOCJLI WHEN CRUfSlNG* 
DMS fV7 TVRDO SJ PDK (EVO JUNE 'll) ^DELIVERY iS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL* 


314CV2160/1160 • 160 &HP C63 AMG 4.0T » CALL FOR DETAILS 

310D/218CV11flD» 225 SHP SL63 AMG 6.i» S60+BHP (+□£ LiMU, 

330DE90>im+QHP RE MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENS ON) 

320DE90* 21SBHP QAOO BiTyReO >* 5S0#- BHP 

42ai/^0i/22Di7120i » 275+ BHP SUGS AMG • 420+ BHP (+DELiMrT} 

4351/ F3033Si» 390 BHP 320CDiVfe4p2MBHP 

A2S^/m \ » 29S BHP 350COI 3l2 BHP 

539D r335D/)SiD » 355+ BHP 420/450 CDi VS * 3SB @HP 

&40D/335D/5350/435D » ^ BhtP 

730D • 305+ SHP ALL 2015 RANG! RC3VERS AVAILABLE 

X5 4.00/ 74001- 370 0HP H RCPVEIt SC 5-0 * 5ftCK &H P 

XS 3.0D • 305 BHP RRQVEIAASOVB*^*^ BHP 

X6XS 01 44* 5OO+0HP R ROVER30TDM6* 31S+ BHP 

X6 MSOCVXSMSOD/SSOO • 450 BHP R HOVER 30SOW* 345+ BHP 

EVOQUECIISGO SPORT 1.2 DiESEL 
M iRCEOES-BiBUr • 240+ SHP 

A200CDi/C200CDVE200a> • 175 BMP 
A2SQ/C250»260BNP PORSCHE 

A4S<CLA45i»420eHP WTuRBCVS3,fiihCPDKit611 BHP 

C3Q0 HYMID * 215 QHP 997 TURBO 34 * 625+ BHP 

A22CSCDiA:220CDi/E22QCDi » 215 BHP 997 GT2 RS » 6J&+ BHP 
C35aCLS3SCVE3SC3/S350 315 BHP 996 TURBO/Gt?# 600+ BHP 

B«00/C45d* 42D+ QHP 997 CARRERA S PDK! * 40Q+ BNP 

C400 + 400BHP 997 CARRERA $>H76+ BHP 

'63' ei TURBO ALLMOOEJJ • 690+QHP 997 CAI^ERA POK* 5*1 BHP 
'W 4.7 Bi TURBO All MODELS * 49i+BHP 997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP 
S66(WZZ2)*7B0BHP 997 GO UP ■436 BHP 

S165 BUVCK ■ 720+ BHP (+DEL M J) BO0<5TiR 3.4S » 336+ BNP 

SL65 AMG ■690 BHP{+D£ UMITl CAYMAN S » 342 BHP 

'55' AMG COMPRESSOR » 580+BHP MACAN 3 OD » 315BHP 

C63 AMG A3 * 530+BHP {+OE LIMIT) CAYEN NF GTS ■ 440 BHP 


CAYENNE TureO 40 * S7f+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 54 1 ■ 600+ BHP 
CAYENNEAID ESEL»450+ BHP 
CAYENNE □ ESEL * 315+ BHP 
PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP 
PANAMERADiE5iLtt3l54 BMP 


FERRARI CALIFORN An 4B7 BHP 

FEHRARp 599 * 647 BHP 

FERRARiAiOiiSaseMP 

GALLARDO • 544 BHP 

LP560p*608’^BHP 

LPfc40»707BHP 

HURACAN*640+BHP 

AVEMADOR » CAU FOR DEIA U 

MCLAREN M(M 12C* 700 BHp 

MaARB965C^»720QMP 

MURG ELAGO Lfl640 ■ 707 0HP 

MASERAT GHIBLI 3.0S PETROL * 470 BHP 

MASERAt GHIHLI 3.0 PETROL » 4O0QHP 

MASERAT GHiflU 30 DIESEL *312 BHP 

MASERAT GT/QPORT»43SBHP 

MASERAT GTS / MCp 479+ BHP 

&ENTL£Y*jaT\ft*690&HP 

BENTLEYCGT/F SPUR{ NC 3013) * 600+ BHP 

BENTLEY GT SPEED (NC 201 3 ON) ■ «S BHP 

BENTLEY SUPERSPORT ■ 720+ BHP 


AUDI 

AU Di RS6 4 OT V0 • 690+BHP (+DE L M T> 
AU Di RS6 VtO ■ 6B0+ 0M P (+DE LiM FT) 

AUDI R0 V10 » S92+BHP (+DE L M T) 

AUDI R54 87/ Rl • 445 BHP (+D£ UMiT) 
AUDI R51/RSQ3 • 420+ BHP {+DE UMiT) 
AUDI S3 /GOLF R* 373+ BHP t+DE LIMIT) 
AUDI 3.010* {Aa MODELS) ■ 315+ BHP 
AUDI 30 Bi TDj (ALL MODELS] » 310+ BHP 
AUDI Q7/Aa 4.2TOS ■ 400+ BHP 


BMW 

MS VIO^ 540+ BMP (205 MPH) 
X5M/X6MW61&+0HP 
tM*41U BHP 

M3 €90/92 *445 BHP (+DE L MT) 

M13Si/M235i*402BHP 

M4/M330T*52&+BHP 

MS Fi(VM6 (STAGE 1) w 600 BHP 

MS F10/M6(STAG€ 3) * 730 BHP 

F10 520D V 240 BHP 

F1D530D*305BHP 

33Si/13Si/XA - 370+ IMPEDE L MT) 

123D«252BHP 


/DMSAUTOMOTIVE 

fOlliOW us FCW 004 lATESt NLW 


SALES«DMSAUTOMOTIVE 


WWW,DMSAUTOMOTlVE.COM 


WORLDWIDE OFFICES AND INSTALLATION 


I 
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1 1 Defending the 

indefensiBle since 2015 

Pletiif^iires 



he Daihatsu Copen - the tiny two-seater 
introduced at the turn of the millennium, 
and sold in the UK for a surprising 
number of years thereafter - was, 
even by the standards of Japanese 
kei-car roadsters, not an especially manly offering. 

To be scientific, the Copen was approximately as 
manly as a Sex and the City box-set, dipped in liquid 
oestrogen before being rolled liberally through a branch 
of Claire’s Accessories. 

Armed with a 659cc, turbo-boosted four-cylinder 
engine making an almost imperceptible 67bhp and 
74lb ft of torque, the Copen would stroll to 62mph in 11.7 
seconds, and struggle to reach three figures. Civilisations 
have risen and fallen quicker. It weighed - well, few scales 
exist that are accurate enough to measure the Copen’s 
barely-there mass, but safe to say you wouldn’t fancy its 
chances in a scrap with a burly hoverfly. 

But it’s precisely that lack of performance, and indeed 
of three-dimensional physical existence, that makes the 
Copen a proper little TopGear hero. The dinky Daihatsu 
presaged the current trend towards downsizing, skinny 
tyres and exploitable performance, long before it was 
fashionable. Few suspected it in 1999, but the Copen 
was a car ahead of its time. 


Today, you can pick up a used Daihatsu Copen for around 
£1,500. OK, it’ll be a well-loved example - we re talking 
a 12-year-old car with 100,000-odd miles on the clock, 
which is admittedly quite a career for a 659cc engine. But 
it’ll cost you nothing to insure, on account of being too slow 
to physically crash, and too effete for any self-respecting 
crim to steal. Possessing almost no mass, it’ll use no fuel, 
and cause no unseemly wear to its tyres or brakes. Buy one 
in silver, and you can convince short-sighted mates you’ve 
bought a Mkl Audi TT... and parked it quite a long way away. 

But when you drop the aluminium roof and rev the 
tiny four-pot to its tinny limits, the Copen serves up the 
simplest of wind-in-the-hair thrills. Particularly if you’re 
over 6ft tall, in which case you’ll experience wind-in-the- 
face, wind-in-the-neck and wind-in-the-shoulders thrills 
for good measure. A car for giants this is not. 

Yet the new Mazda MX-5 proves that, particularly in 
the world of roadsters, bigger is rarely better. Reachable 
limits, that’s where it’s at: cars that let you find their outer 
edge without troubling your licence or the undergrowth. 
And few roadsters offer lower limits than the Copen. 

More importantly than all that, driving a Copen marks 
you out as a conscientious objector to the wang-waving 
one-upmanship of modern over-tyred, over-powered cars. 

If less is more, the Copen is the roadster with the most. 
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James Anderson 




England's No.1 
wicket taker 
of all time* 


“Wellman® has helped my 
energy release, stamina and 
focus during long matches. 
Since using this supplement, 
I feel fantastic thanks 
to Vitabiotics!” 



Wellman® is an advanced range 
of nutritional products, tailored to 
the specific requirements of men. 

It has helped world renowned 
Test Bowler James Anderson 

so whether you are playing or not, 
why not see what it can do for you? 



Wellman 


wellman 


OftmNAL 


hai^fth A 

(pr p*' 

*ifwrgy ife/ease 


n 



Original 


o 


Wellman 

SPORT 


Wellman 

50 + 


VITABIOTICS 

SCIENCE OF HEALTHY UVING 




Nutrient Skin Therapy available from^ 

I & www.wellman.co.uk 


From Boots, Superdrug, supermarkets, Holland & Barrett & pharmacies 

^England's all time highest international wicket-taker, 384 test wickets correct at 1 7 Apr 201 5. Source: www.jamesanderson61 3.com 

**UK's Nol men's supplement brand. Source: Nielsen GB Sea nTrack Total Coverage Value Sales 52 w/e 25th April 201 5.tAvailablefrom larger Boots stores, subject to availability. 
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THE ALL NEW 
LEONSTCUPRA280 

CAPABLE, WHICHEVER 



TECHNOLOGY TO ENJOY 




SlincltTid EiJ t»t ngi/Tc^ andmpiif not nflectrwildrMng rnuiU. M^dfl shown Leon STCUPRA 380 with optioriil SubS PerformBncf Pick, CU MtA Black Lint md NtviudiwhFte mttilUc pdnt 

Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon ST CUPRA in mpg (litres per lOOkm); urban 32.1 (8.8) - 33.6 (8.4); 
extra-urban 50.4 (5.6) - 49.6 (6.6): combined 42.2 (6.7) - 42,8 (6.6). COj emissions 157 - 154 g/km. Standard EU test 
figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 

FOUOIVUSQIIi DC seat.co.uk 



